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EXCLUSIVE AKS FEATURES: 


1. REMOVEABLE COMPENSATOR 

2. HOODED FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
FRONT SIGHT 

3. CHROME-LINED BORE 

4. ONE-PIECE CLEANING ROD 

5. CHROMED GAS PISTON 

6. EASILY ADJUSTABLE SIGHT 
FROM 0 TO 800 METERS 

7. CHROMED CARRIER WITH 
POSITIVE LOCKING ROTATING 
BOLT 

8. LARGE TRIGGER GUARD FOR 
GLOVED OPERATION 

9. NO MAINTENANCE PHENOLIC 
STOCK 

10. CLEANING KIT, TAKEDOWN, 

AND SIGHT ADJUSTMENT TOOLS 


You are looking at the most successful solution to the 
controversy over which is the most practical military 
cartridge. Developed in 1943, it gives good performance 
with minimum mass. The success of the AK and SKS 
rifles is attributed to this 7.62 x 39 mm cartridge. 


The Kalachnikov 


CALL 


The most reliable and widely used military firearm ever 
produced -- more than 70 million manufactured through¬ 
out the world. The AK has been proven dependable and 
accurate under all climactic conditions. Available in stan¬ 
dard stock, folding stock, and other rare types that will 
be issued in the future. Comes complete with take-down 
and sight adjustment tool, cleaning kit, and sling. Option¬ 
al accessory kit includes matching serial number bayonet, 
2 30-rouna m agazines, and a mag pack. 

T^tn^roductsarei manufactured in the 

People's Republic of China by China 
North Industries, the largest manufac¬ 
turer of sporting and military arms in 
the world! 

Box 272, Clay Center, KS 67432 
Call toll free: 1-800-255 0440 

OR WRITE FOR COMPLETE SPORTING ARMS PROGRAM! 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


A S this is being written, the ladies and gentlemen of the (J.S. Congress are 
i debating whether to continue aiding our friends in Central America. 
Decisions are being made that will determine whether or not this Republic 
will survive. 

If Congress decides not to support our friends in Central America, the 
results will be disastrous. Most immediately, the gains that FDN and ARDE 
have made inside Nicaragua will be negated; they cannot continue opera¬ 
tions without support. Many courageous men and women will have died for 
nothing. And without continued assistance, the government of El Salvador, 
with a popularly elected legislature and president, will fall. It doesn’t take a 
genius to see that if Soviet aid continues to the Gs, while the government 
troops receive nothing, the war will be lost. 

In Southeast Asia once the United States withdrew support, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos fell like dominoes. Similarly, Honduras, Guatemala and 
Costa Rica would follow El Salvador’s demise if we allow it to fail. The 
Panama Canal, strategically important to U.S. national interests, would also 
be directly threatened. Mexico, strapped with double-digit inflation, a de¬ 
pressed economy, high unemployment and an historically corrupt political 
system, is ripe for insurgency. 

So, within a matter of months, we could see all of the countries from 
Mexico to Colombia become Cuban-style Marxist states. If that happens, 
you can expect two things to follow closely: 

1) A flood of refugees into the United States from the south. Last year, for 
the first time, over one million illegal aliens crossed our southern border. 
Since violence erupted in El Salvador in 1977, some 500,000 Salvadorans 
have fled to this country. The Border Patrol spent $225 million last year 
trying to stem the tide. That sum doesn’t include food, housing, legal fees or 
transportation, nor the $4,500 per refugee the United States spends after 
they get here. According to the U.S. Coordinator of Refugee Affairs, some 
7,500,000 people would likely flee Mexico in the event of a leftist insurgen¬ 
cy, at an additional cost of $30 billion per year to the U.S. agencies which 
deal with refugee matters. 

2) Open insurgency would break out in the United States. Does anyone 
seriously doubt that Cuban and Soviet agents have infiltrated our southern 
borders, mingled with a million or so other illegals? The scenario goes 
something like this: Using the porous U.S.-Mexico border as a resupply, 
staging and safe area, infiltrators would hit civilian and military targets; 
political and corporate assassination would become epidemic. Meanwhile, 
our ever-faithful Left would sympathize with the “Hispanic Liberation Move¬ 
ment” and agitate for accommodation. Demonstrators on campus and in 
Washington would appear on cue (sound familiar?). The old leftist ha-ha 
about “U.S. Out of North America” would become a reality. 

The picture may seem pretty far-fetched, as well as grim, but remember 
that the initial moves have already been made by Cuba and the USSR. They 
have forces in place and the Central American War has begun. 

We have two options. We can buy Soviet and Cuban war bonds — or we can 
write, telephone, wire or visit our senators and representatives to insist that 
they support our Central American allies, including the Contras. And we can 
urge others to do so. From New York to Los Angeles — and especially to 
Washington — we can write letters to the editors of major newspapers and 
share our views. Remember, this is an election year. Put on the pressure; 
elected officials do respond when the outcry is loud enough. 

Our allies, carrying the fight to the common enemy, must be provided with 
what they need to win, not just to sustain the current level of bloodshed. They 
deserve victory. And our children deserve to have this Republic, imperfect as 
it may be, passed to them intact. We must act now. There will be no second 
chance. — John E. Padgett 


Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown 
Executive Editor 
Dale Dye 
Senior Editors 

Donna DuVall Wm. B. Guthrie 
M.L. Jones 
Associate Editors 
Deena Banks S. Max 
Assistant Editor 
Margaret McDonald 
Chief Foreign Correspondent 
Jim Graves 
Art Director 
Craig Nunn 
Art Assistant 
Kyle Smith 
Production Manager 
Renee Gitchell 
Advertising Manager 
Joan K. Steele 
Advertising Sales 
Lynne Manchester 
Typographers 
Thomas E. Vivrett 
Eileen Bernard 
Staff Photographer 
Cynthia E. D. Kite 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Military Small Arms 
Peter G. Kokalis 
Small Arms 
Ken Hackathom 
Jake Jatras 
Aviation 
Walt Darran 
Dana Drenkowski 
Snlplng/Countersnlplng 
Jim Leatherwood 
Law Enforcement 
Evan Marshall 
Vietnam Veterans Affairs 
Col. Chuck Allen 
Soviet Analyst 
David C. Isby 


Paramedic Operations 
Dr, John Peters 
ExplosivesSDemolttions 
John Donovan 
Military Affairs 
Alexander McColI 
Military History 
William Brooks 
Southeast Asia 
Lian 

Unconvenrlonal Operations 
Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt 
James P. Monaghan 
Handgun Hunting 
Lee Jurras 
Central America 
Jay MalLin 


Omega Group Ltd.: 

President 
Robert K. Brown 
Vice President, Publications 
Kevin E. Steele 
Vice President, Operations 
David A. Graham 
Executive Assistant 
Zada L. Johnson 
Marketing Director 
Ralph Bicknell 
Production Director 
Renee Gitchell 
Circulation Director 
John Ross Williams 
Circulation Specialist 
Cherry Chavez 
Office Manager 
T.A. Greene 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS/SUBSCRIPTION PROB¬ 
LEMS: Six weeks notice Is required on all changes of 
address. Please include current mailing-label In¬ 
formation with all correspondence. SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE, Subscription Department, P.O. Box 310, 
Martinsville, NJ 08836. Phone: (201) 356-8544. 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120-510) is published monthly by 
Omega Group Limited, Boulder, Colorado. Controlled Circulation Postage Paid at 
Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
Subscription Department, P.O. Box 310. Martinsville, NJ 08836. Subscription rates 
for twelve monthly issues: $26.00 — U.S.A., Canada, Mexico. All other countries, 
$33.00. Special domestic and foreign rates on request. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Single- 
Issue Price — U.S., $3.00; United Kingdom, 1.50; Canada, $3.50. 


CONTRIBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs, drawings are submitted at the contri¬ 
butor’s own risk. Material should be malted to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306, and cannot be returned unless accompanied by sufficient 
postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to me et the 
editorial requirements of SOF. All manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. All 
photographs should be credited and be accurately Identified. Payment will be made 
at rates current at time of publication. 


Copyright © 1984 by Omega Group Limited 
All Rights Reserved 


4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER 84 















DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY 

The Bodyguard’s Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 

Only the bodyguard stands between death and his clients. For their sakes and his, he had 
better be a pro! Learn the business of bodyguarding like it really is—whether you want to 
work as a guard or hire one. It’s common sense, professional paranoia and extensive training 
that make a good bodyguard, writes international bodyguard Leroy Thompson. Here he tells 
the strategies that prevent trouble from happening and the methods that stop it instantly. 
Topics include how to check for tampering of an auto, protect the home and office, choose 
weapons for specific threats, assess the threats of high-profile assignments, and more. 
Learn from an expert about the glamour, the guns, the hardcore nuts and bolts of this unique 
profession. 5V2 x 8te, softcover, photos, 120 pp. $10.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 

In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31 -20. All illustrations and every one of 
the 535 pages of vital information are included. Chapters 
include intelligence, psych ops, raids and ambu3hes, 
communications, demolition, survival, improvised weap¬ 
onry and much, much more!4 x 5, softcover, illus., 535 pp. 

$14.95 


FALLOUT 

SURVIVAL 

BRUCE CLWIW.fH Q 

A CLIDE TO 
RADIOLOGICAL 
DEFENSE 


— 


FALLOUT SURVIVAL 
A Guide to Radiological Defense 

by Bruce Clayton, Ph.D. 

The first comprehensive book on 
how to measure fallout, this manual 
includes info previously known only 
to the military and Civil Defense offi¬ 
cials. Includes programs for a home 
computer, and info on equipment, 
taking readings, predicting exposure 
rates and more. 5Vi x e 1 ^, softcover, 
photos, 180 pp. $12.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—-and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8V* x 11, softcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or machine gun. Step-by-step 
instructions detail how to modify the weapon’s original 
recaiver, fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a 
simple, efficient silencer group assembly. For historical 
.and reference purposes only. 9 x 12, softcover, Illus., 

72 pp. $12.00 


HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE 

by Ralph D. Thomas 

Many people have objected to the publication of this hard¬ 
core collection of top in vesligativesecrets. But here it is for 
you to use as you see fit—a virtual encyclopedia on the 
topic of skip tracing. Disclosed here for the first time are 
certain methods of access to national networks of info— 
both public and private. Learn how to quickly make national 
sweeps for data, design and execute pretexts that work, get 
the latest equipment, and much more. This is the matenal 
that can make or break your investigations. 8V6 x 11, soft- 
cover, 61 pp. $19.95 


CRISIS PREPAREDNESS HANDBOOK 
A Comprehensive Guide to Home Storage 
and Physical Survival 

by Jack A. Spigarelli 

In this uncertain world, you must be prepared for anything. 
And the Crisis Preparedness Handbook ensures that you 
are. Evacuation kits; nutrilion;growing, storing and preserv¬ 
ing food; medical and dental supplies; nuclear-war survi¬ 
val; alternate energy and long-term fuel storage are but 
some of the topics In this no-nonsense guide to survival. 
Product recommendations,detailed checklists and tables, 
sources for preparedness items and training and vital info 
can prepare you for crisis situations. 6x9, softcover, illus., 
charts, tables, index, 348 pp. $14.95 



CHINA’S NINJA CONNECTION 
by Li Hsing 

At last, the forerunners of the Japa¬ 
nese Ninja and Korean Hwa Rang 
warriors have come out of the shad¬ 
ows. The clan of the Lin Kuei (Forest 
Demons) has endured since its birth 
in the forests of long-ago China. 
Masters of Survival, the Kuei incor¬ 
porate animal behavior in their 
deadly, no-nonsense fighting tech¬ 
niques known only to them—until 
now. 5V4 x 8tt, hardcover, photos, 
160 pp. $16.95 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world's most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. It has everything: 
comprehensive info on disease 
diagnosis and treatmenLemergency 
war surgery and paramedical skills, 
pediatrics, obstetrics, orthopedics, 
emergency dental treatment and 
more. 4 Yi x 7, softcover, illus., 
400 pp. $14.95 



UP YOURSl 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales¬ 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yours! and 
start getting even today! 5Yt x 8%, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $12.95 


THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

For the first time, conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Roger Mark I or II 
into a fistful of power—without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con¬ 
version fires from the original closed bolt system—making 
firing extremely accurate—and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readily be removed 
for semiauto shooting only. Machinist's drawings, full- 
scale templates and phot03 accompany directions. 9x12, 
softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 


Secrets 
Of the 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing —oneof the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial act Text 
and Dhotos illustrate Ninja princi¬ 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassination, 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 5% x 8VS, 
herdcover, 200 photos, 168 pp. 

$16.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.WAI-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book’s secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9x12, softcover, photos, templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 


A SPECIAL 

SUMMER DISCOUNT 

Check the “Special Summer Discount” box on the 
order form and deduct 10% from any order $40 or 
more! It is our way of saying, “Have a good summer!” 
ORDER NOW to take advantage of this opportunity. 
Offer ends September 1,1984. (Available only to retail 
customers.) 
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MORE THAN 58 COUNTRIES 
AGENCIES CHOSE THE ‘SSG” 






OPTICS 

Optional special Kahles steel-tube 2F 
69 6X scope with adjustable dial range 
from 110 to 880 yards. Calibrated to 
adjust automatically for drop and drift 

nf Ihp hi illpt allnwinn thp Qhnntor tn 


1. Removable butt spacers allow 
length of pull to be adjusted between 
12.5 and 15 inches. 

2. Double-set triggers allow the shooter 
in tactical situations to “set** the front 
trigger to fire with a pull of from two 
to eight ounces. 

3. Teflon-coated bolt. Note the 
utilitarian butter-knife bolt handle 
to facilitate speedy operation, the 
cocking indicator (which can even 
be felt in the dark) and the six 
heavy-duty rear-locking lugs. 


4. Military-type three-position safety. In 
the rear position, everything locks; in 
the middle position, rifle is on safe, 
but bolt can be operated; in the 
forward position, it’s ready to fire. 

5. Optional detachable 10-round 
staggered magazine gives additional 
firepower. Note the transparent back 
plate permitting verification of the 
number of cartridges remaining. 

6. Crowned muzzle gives match 
performance: hooded shroud 
protects blade front sight. 


ORIGINAL 


SAFETY 

Military-type three position safety. 


COCKING INDICATOR 

Shows when firing pin is cocked. 


SPACERS 

Removable spacers allow length of pull to be 
adjusted between 12.5 and 15 inches, thus 
enabling the SSG to be fitted to shooters of 
all statures permitting proper scope eye- 
relief. 


jfc STOCK 

Exclusive for police, the black ABS Cycolac 
stock has no personality, but it performs in 
the worst of conditions. Insensitive to cold 
and hot climates, it is tougher than nails 
to boot. 


BOLT 

Teflon-coated to eliminate binding in 
extreme weather conditions. 


TRIGGER 

Fully external, adjustable, crisp single 
trigger. Slack and trigger pressure are 
adjustable from 2.5 to 4.7 pounds. 


PRICE 

The SSG offers features and advan¬ 
tages found only in high-priced custom- 
made target rifles. No other production 
rifle can compare with it—at any price. 


LUGS 

Six heavy-duty rear-locking lugs. 


BOLT HANDLE 

Butter-knife bolt handle, especially 
designed for speed reloading. 


IHIANNIICHER 

DEPARTMENT OF GUN SOUTH, INC. 


FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL YOUR NEAREST AUTHORIZED POLICE DISTRIBUTOR. 
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& 70 U.S. LAW ENFORCEMENT 
COUNTER SNIPER RIFLE! 


SCOPE MOUNTS _ ACTION 

Optional parkerized NATO-standard Heavy-duty right-handed action with 

quick-detachable mounts can accommo- a closed front and rear bridge offers 

modate any U.S.—or foreign-made shooters the utmost in safety and 

1-inch tube optics. strength. Features an integral dove- 

tailed, NATO-standard scope-mounting 
BARREL SEAT / system. 


FINISH 

Non-glare parkerized finish for better 
metal protection and easier 
maintenance. 


Barrel is pressed (with a pressure of 
more than 10 tons) 2.5 inches into the 
heavy-duty receiver, achieving stability 
' and eliminating barrel vibration. 


SLANTED REAR SIGHT 

’ Adjustable for windage. 




BARREL 

26-inch, medium-heavy barrel, free- 
floating, cold-hammered, chrome-lined 
tapered bore: twist one turn in 12 inches. 



FRONT SIGHT 

Adjustable for elevation, the ramp- 
mounted blade is hooded for protection. 






TRIGGER GUARD 
MAGAZINE HOUSING 

——— Made of aerospace-developed 

Macrolon to achieve lightweight, to 
eliminate rust and to guarantee 
durability. (This material retains its 
shape between 235° above zero and 
230° below zero.) 

PERFORMANCE 


MAGAZINE 

Macrolon rotary magazine with five- 
round capacity. (NOTE: Magazine holds 
cartridges at the shoulder, preventing 
damage to bullet tips and blowing 
smooth loading and straight-line 
feeding—a well-known characteristic of 
Mannlicher rifles.) 

SWIVELS 

1 " swivels. 



MUZZLE 


Crowned for match performance and 
protected with a muzzle cap 
(furnished). 


EXCLUSIVITY 

The SSG is an original Steyr Mannlicher prod¬ 
uct, lovingly built by a respected company 
manufacturing military arms for more than 
100 years and known the world over for the 
quality of its products, workmanship and 
technological innovation. 


Consistent grouping within one minute 
of angle at 300 yards is a traditional 
Mannlicher characteristic. 




Steyr SSG 

7.62 x 51mm (.308 Win.) 

Fitted with its hooded blade front sight and slanted 
leaf rear sight, the SSG is a superb rifle with unparalleled 
accuracy. Equipped with an optional Kahles ZF69 
scope, this precision-made bolt-action rifle provides 
a hair-splitting accuracy that must be seen to be 
believed. Chambered for the 7.62 NATO round (also 
called the .308 Winchester) of proven power and with 
its 26-inch barrel, this beauty weighs in at 8.6 pounds 
(10 pounds with scope). Overall length. 44.5 inches. 

To accommodate marksmen of various statures, 
removable spacers have been built into the butt section 
of the virtually indestructible ABS Cycolac stock. 

Other features of the SSG include an optional double- 
set trigger, and a three-position sliding thumb safety. 

Although it is doubtful you’ll need the firepower 
they provide, ten-shot magazines of Macrolon are 
available. 


6 

CONTACT: GSI, DEPT. STEYR, P.0. BOX 6607, BIRMINGHAM, ALA 35210 (205) 592-7932 OR CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-8^31)21 
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P OINTED 

ARGUMENT... 

Sirs: 

I read with some interest 
in the June ’84 issue of Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune (FLAK) the 
derogatory remarks about 
saw-tooth knives, and I’d like 
to point out a few things to 
the writer, Dennis Casey, 
and the readers. 

1. If the teeth of the knife 
are properly made, they will 
cut themselves out with ab¬ 
out the same ease as they 
enter. 

2. Usually, the knife is not 
extracted from its victim 
simply by pulling on it; the n 
victim usually is kicked loose 
while the knife is held 
securely — thus the knife is 
freed easily. 

3. This points to Casey’s 
lack of knowledge about 
how to make a proper saw¬ 
tooth blade and about actual 
combat tactics. It must be 
pointed out that the knife I 
designed and made for the 
movie First Blood was in¬ 
tended to be a survival knife. 
Its teeth will cut through a 
two-by-four in less than 60 
seconds simply because they 
are properly made. The First 
Blood knife and the Sly II 
knife have the same blade 
and will work equally well in 
survival conditions, which 
are a thousand times more 
likely to occur than combat 
situations. 

I agree that improperly 
made teeth could be hazar¬ 
dous to the health of the 
user and suggest that Casey 
learn the difference. It’s im¬ 
portant to have a knife that 
can get you out of a downed 
aircraft, saw or chop small 
bushes and limbs, build an 
emergency shelter, cut fire¬ 
wood and that has a com¬ 
pass for Erection. You may 
lash the knife to a pole, 
making a fish or frog gig for 
obtaining food and use the 
Items stored in the handle to 
their best advantage, or any 
other uses that might occur 
for staying alive. 

I don’t think that all auto¬ 
mobiles should be con¬ 
demned because of one 
wreck, because in all prob¬ 
ability one of the drivers was 
at fault or the wreck would 
not have occurred. 

James B. Lile 
Russellville, Arkansas 




ATER, 
WATER... 


Sirs: 

Galen Geer’s comment in the June ’84 SOF ab¬ 
out MREs (meals, ready to eat) requiring two- 
thirds of a canteen of water to eat is well-taken. 
Water requirements have been slighted by military 
planners who assume troops will always be able to 
find a water source. This school of thought has 
been extended into the medical field, driven by 
the desire to create a package with less weight and 
a smaller cube. 

Producing drinking water, not to mention sterile 
water, can be a significant problem in many parts 
of the world. Water must be boiled, filtered or 
chemically treated — sometimes all three — to get 
the desired product. Treatment will have to be car¬ 
ried out in a static facility, which will certainly 
come under enemy attack by conventional 
weapons or, worse, by toxic chemicals attenuated 
to work about 24 hours after introduction into the 
system. 

I think combat rations for men under stress 
should be in the form of water-containing pud¬ 
dings with tear-top lids. The puddings contain 
some of their own water, they can be swallowed 
quickly because chewing is not needed and they 
are much easier to digest. From the medical point 
of view, they would be much more suitable for 
wounded patients. We should at least list on every 
ration container the amount of water required to 
digest the ration and not leave the body with a 
water deficit. 

George Williams 

Greenville, North Carolina 


F oreign 
aid... 

Sirs: 

Allow me to express my apprecia¬ 
tion for the fine work the SOF staff 
does to keep us informed about the 
happenings around the world, as 
well as collecting funds for the 
Afghan freedom fighters, Miskito In¬ 
dians and the Salvadoran govern¬ 
ment. I realize my $500 is a mere 
drop in the bucket compared with 
the $8 million per day the Soviets 
spend to continue their massacres 
and chemical attacks, but I hope I’m 
helping. 

I’m also collecting more money 
from friends and acquaintances. I 
hope to send a sizable amount soon. 
Chris Hekimian 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
The Soviets may give more 
money, but yours is applied to the 
problem more directly. Cash dona¬ 
tions to the Afghan Freedom Fight¬ 
ers Fund (P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306) go straight to the mu¬ 
jahideen, by SOF courier. 


P iping 
aboard... 

Sirs: 

Outstanding! I read with elation 
that Dale Dye, USMC, was joining 
your staff upon his retirement. I 
have known and followed Dale for 
years, and I attest you couldn’t have 
found a better military writer. 
Marines all over the globe have read 
Dale’s ‘‘Checkpoint Delta” periodi¬ 
cals, as well as his frequent contribu¬ 
tions to scores of high-caliber mili¬ 
tary magazines. His accuracy and 
humor have highlighted his writings 
since he was a snuffie. 

Just think — my favorite military 
writer, working for my favorite mili¬ 
tary magazine. You guys will be able 
to retire on my subscription alone. 

Dye’s selection reflects your high 
standards and good judgment of 
character. I suspect he and Pete 
Kokalis will become fast friends, 
since they both fire from the open 
bolt. Run between the raindrops, 
Dale, and enjoy yourself. We 
couldn’t think of you in a more fit¬ 
ting position. 

Frank Flath 

Havelock, North Carolina 


Continued on page 96 
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“Pineapple” 

H Hand 
Grenade. 

, Thie grenade is completely 
tIU inert and harmless, but looks 

like the real thing. Comes with 
detachable firing lever. 

Order No. 1721 GO $6.95 

| 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8-.22 
I caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
No. 260110 Blue Sale $8.95 

No. 260120 Chrome gOJOe-Sale $9.95 

J .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 
6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as fast 
as you can pull the trigger. 

No. 260510 Blue SiaOS-Sale $ 9.95 
„Nq. 260520 Chrome mj^Sale $10.95 

C*22 Cal. Tear Gas Cartridges (10) 

:Order No. 260202 $2.95 

.22 Cal. Extra-Loud Blanks. (100) 

Order No. 260204 $ 3^9 Sale $2.95 

K The Bionic Ear, Extremely sensitive 
pointable. electronic listening device 
the size of a flashlight. Amplifies sounds 
and passes them on to the user through 
stereo headphones which are included. 
Warning: this device is not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. Used extensively 
by hunters, bird watchers, security and 
law enforcement personnel. It can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds., feet scuffling in a 
warehouse at 200 ft., a car door shutting 
at 5 blocks and a coon dog on the trail 
up to 2 miles away. Uses 9 volt battery. 
Order No. 310300 $69.95 


G U.S.A.F. L-2B Right Jacket Official Air 
Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). 
Sage Green with International Orange 
For Fast Delivery j jn j ng -jqo% polyester with knit collar, cuffs 
r Credit Card Orders and waistband. Two inner and two outer 
Mastercard and Visa only pockets plus zipper cigarette pocket on 
r tAI 1 rniT left sleeve. Sizes; S, M, L,, XL, 

IUIX Order No. 012900 $4^98 Sale $34.95 


D Pachmayr Stain¬ 
less Steel .45 
Magazine. The most 
precisely manufac¬ 
tured, fastest action 
clip you'll ever own. 
Has custom rounded 
lollower and comes 
with combat bumper. 
No. 193110 $19.95 


V The Ultimate tor Your AR-7 New! 
m Mitchell AR-50 Accessory Package. 
Black space age nylon pistol grip and 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock. 
Locks open and closed. Compact—26" 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Unique design grip will house original 10- 
round magazine. Ventilated forend covers 
50% of barrel and allows continuous shoot¬ 
ing even with hot barrel. This accessory re¬ 
duces overall weight by approx. 1 /2 pound. 
Order No, 242000 $69.95 

AR-7 50-rd. Mitchell Drum Magazine. 
Designed for easy loading, reliable func¬ 
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of the rounds. 

Order No. 193300 $29.95 

Mitchell 50-rd. Mag. for 10/22 Rille, 

Order No. 193000 $29.95 


Browning Hi-Power 9mm Magazine 13 shot. 
Order No. 191620 $15.00 

AR-15/M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 

Order No. 191220 $7.95 

M-1 Carbine. 30-shot Magazine Blue Steel. 
Order No. 190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 

Order No. 192620 $14.95 

New Parellex* Magazines. 

2CLshoFBiue Magazine for Mini-14* 

Order No. 190720 $9.95 

30-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14* 

Order No. 190820 $12.95 

40-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14*. 

Order No. 191020 $24.95 

20-shot Stainless Magazine for Mlnl-14*. 
Order No. 220600 $14.95 

30-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14% 
Order No. 220601 $24.95 

40-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14*. 
Order No. 220602 $29.95 


I Folding Trench Knife. The 3 Vi' stainless 
L- steel blade folds conveniently into the 
unique knuckle handle for protection and 
safety. The 5" steel handle has a decora¬ 
tive inset. Length open— 814" 

Order No. 172010 S1&J95 Sate $9.95 

M Ufeknife Commando. The best survival 
knife there is at any price. Razor-sharp 
6" blade constructed from 440C stainless 
steel heat treated to RH57-58. Aircraft 
aluminum hollow handle is waterproof. 
Contains NATO, wire saw, lifeboat 
matches, survival fish hooks, assorted split 
shot, 20 ft. of 10 lb. test line, 6 ft. snare 
utility wire; needles; sutures; water purifi¬ 
cation tablets. Black leather belt sheath, 
thongs and sharpening stone. Jeweled 
compass built into the cap. 1 2" overall. 
Order No. 1722S0 S4&96 Sale $44,95 

Ordering Information! To order by mail, use coupon 
or separate sheet. Mail payment or credit card 
information. For questions or Information call 
1-312-766-1150 10 order by phone use 
Mastercard or Visa. Call 1-800-323 3233. 


B G.I. M-65 Reid Jacket The latest U.S. 

Army issue field jacket made of 50% 
nylon and 50% cotton with Quarpel water 
repeliency. Features a zip-in hood, heavy- 
duty front zipper plus snap closures, draw¬ 
strings at the waist and bottom of the jacket. 
Extra room in the shoulders for complete 
freedom of movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
O.D. Green 
Order No. 0107G0 


E Six Pocket Bush Short A popular style 
for campers and hikers. Made of the 
tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues with triple needle side and yoke 
seams. In front there's two flapped, patch 
pockets and 2 slash pockets. In back there 
are 2 patch pockets with flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 
Order No. 3404G0 O.D. Green $15.95 
Order No. 3404K0 Khaki $15.95 

Order No. 3404C0 Camouflage $15.95 

F Uttte Black Box. WARNING: this device 
is not to be used for surveillance! Auto¬ 
matically starts recorder when telephone 
is picked up. Records entire conversation 
on both sides. Automatically stops re¬ 
corder when phone is hung up! It can be 
attached anywhere along the line. Plugs 
into ANY recorder. Causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! 2" x2 M x%" 

Alligator clip hook-up 

Order No. 310101 $29,95 Sale $24.95 

Modular plug-in hook-up 

Order No. 310102 $29.95 Sale $24.95 


J4&95 Sale $39.95 

Woodland Camo. 

Order No. 0107W0 $4&95 Sale $39.95 

G.l. M-65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner 
that turns the M-65 into an all weather 
jacket Sizes: S, M. L, XL 
Order No. 0107AO $19.95 


Dept. 409 • 1285 I 

BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 


A Mlni-14 Pouch 

U SeLG.t. nylon mag. 
pouch with 3-30 
rd. clips for the Mini-14. 
No. M14S $39.95 

AR-15/M-16 Pouch 
Set Same as above. 

No. M16S $24.95 


SUBTOTAL 

SHIPPING/ 

HANDLING 


FREE WITH ORDER □ SEND CATALOG 
□ CHECK ENCLOSED □ MONEY ORDER 
CHARGE MY. □ MASTERCARD □ VISA 


The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. "Impro¬ 
vised Munitions Handbook" is the most 
sought after (until now impossible to 
obtain) Army Manual. Includes chapters 
on: Mines & Grenades. Small Arms 
Weapons & Ammo. Mortars & Rockets. 
Incendiary Devices, Fuses. Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufac¬ 
ture Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials. And much more! Newexpanded 
edition! Limited number available! 

ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10-00 


EXP. DATE: 

CREDIT 
CARD NO. 


TOTAL - 

Illinois Reside .mi include 
C 25 % S«le» Ti* 


ADDRESS 
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CAMO 

CONNECTION 


CAMO PAINT 

Removable Spray 
available in 
kit or single 
cans. Colors: 
White, Black, O.D. 
Dead Crass, 
Forest Green, 
Leaf, Yellow and 
Earth. 

Use also on Guns, Boats or 
Tree Stands. 

* Now available in 
16 oz. size. 


SKIN CAMO 
COMPACT 

3 color-Brown, 

Black and 
Olive Drab. 
Non-Breakable 
Mirror. 

Eliminate camo 
Face Masks and Gloves. 


CAMO TAPE 

Nylon easy-on, 
easy-off Tape 
Available in 
Brown Camo, green 
Camo, or plain white. 





CAMO 

by 

Bohning 

Tools Of The Trade 


Dept. SOF 



COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

by Ken Hackathorn 

A Dim View of the M16A2 


EiXCUSE me if I don’t join the pa¬ 
rade for the newest military version of 
the AR-15. It’s not that I don’t appreci¬ 
ate how much better the M16A2 is 
than any other Ml6. I just have three 
serious questions. 

How much lethality is lost with the 
more stable bullet? Why hasn’t the 
elevation adjustment been soldier- 
proofed? And why aren’t there low- 
light/night sights? 

I’ve heard all the good news about 
the Ml6, but I never liked it for an 
all-out combat weapon. I don’t expect 
any changes will ever make me happy 
with it And yet, it had one good quali¬ 
ty: The bullet’s lethality was almost un¬ 
believably high at close ranges without 
intervening cover. 

I keep hearing that the SSI09 is the 
most devastating thing since the .45/ 
70. The bullet’s increased penetrating 
power is caused by increased mass (7 
gr. heavier than M193), a steel core 
and greater gyroscopic stability lent by 
a faster rifling twist. 

First, I doubt the published results. I 
just can’t figure how a .22-caliber pro¬ 
jectile can outperform a .30-caliber 
projectile which has twice its muzzle 
energy. Then there’s the question of 
lethality. 

The one thing the plastic pop-gun 
ever had going for it was the instability 
of the bullet when it hit flesh. The ex¬ 
perts say that tumbling is not greatly 
altered by the increased spin. I don’t 
think that can be true. If the bullet can 
punch holes in steel plate at 500 
meters, I just can’t see how it’s going to 
magically develop yaw in flesh. How 
does the bullet know the difference? I 
imagine it just makes icepick-diameter 
holes in flesh as it spins on through a 
body. 

Elevation on the M16A2 rear sight is 
very much like that on the old AR-10. 
It’s an easy-access, easy-to-adjust hori¬ 
zontal dial in the carrying handle just 
under the rear-sight aperture. This new 
manually adjustable sight may sound 
like a good idea. 

Take it from me: It’s not. A sight that 
is easily adjusted will be adjusted. That 
means it will be changed according to 
convenience rather than set at battle 



C. Edward Warner of Colt Industries 
presents M16A2 to BG Edwin H. Burba, 
Asst. Commandant, USAR Infantry 
School, Ft. Benning, Ga., 12 April 
1984. Photo courtesy of Colt Industries 

zero and left there. The soldier who 
changes his sight regularly will have no 
idea what his zero is when he im¬ 
mediately needs the weapon on target. 

Some will argue that the adjustment 
makes the M16A2 a better long¬ 
distance weapon than the M16A1. 
That’s a joke. As long as the United 
States continues to use the .223 car¬ 
tridge, its service rifle will not be made 
into a long-range precision weapon. 
The easy-adjustment sight is just one 
more thing to go wrong. 

Finally, if there was so much user 
input on the development of the 
M16A2, where are the night sights? 
The military utility of luminous sights is 
obvious. Raids and ambushes usually 
occur under cover of night. So there 
you are at zero-dark-30, and bullets 
start zipping around you. If you can’t 
see your sights, what are you going to 
do? 

Galil-type flip-up sights shouldn’t be 
hard to add, and they would increase 
the night-time effectiveness of the indi¬ 
vidual soldier. They might help him 
stay alive. 

I keep hearing that the M16A2 is the 
best service rifle the United States mili¬ 
tary can field at the moment. That may 
be true, but it’s not the best service rifle 
I can think of. * 
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INTRODUCING TRACK. 
THE ONE MAN HELLBENT 
ON SAVING THE WORLD FROM 
NUCLEAR TERRORISTS. 




" It's a countdown to the end of the goddamned world" declares Daniel Track, ex-army major, martial 
artist, and munitions expert.He's the man who's got the one chance in hell to save the world from 
power-crazed Nazi maniac. Johannes Krieger. Or has he? 

Krieger 's army is made up of savage nuclear terrorists. 

They've just hijacked 100 nuclear weapons. They're aiming to 
destroy the American way of life. Will they? 

It's all in "Track? the timely new series written by Jerry 
Ahern, author of the bestselling series "The Survivalist? 

"Track" will take you to blood-spurting commando raids 
with the bare-thighed gun-toting beauty Desiree Goth. 

You'll be led to a grisly alliance with the KGB. You and 
Track will experience mission after death-defying mission, 
all for the sake of saving the world. 

Like a chain reaction, "Track"gives you the nonstop 
mega-action you want, the way you want it, today. 

Be on the lookout for Ahern’s next blockbuster 
bestseller, "The Takers ” coming this summer. 

A Division of WORLDWIDE LIBRARY 

Gold Engle Render Service, 

2504 W. Southern Ave.. Dept. A 
Tempe. AZ 85282. U.S.A. 
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SAIGON. By Anthony Grey. New 
York: Dell Publishing Company, 
Inc. 1982. 750 pp. Review by 
Capt. A. L. Jackson, LJSMC. 

last, the experience of the Viet¬ 
namese and their relationship with all 
interlopers is available in an under¬ 
standable, historical perspective. In 
Saigon, Anthony Grey gives us a 
novel with such a strong and historical¬ 
ly well-researched background that the 
reader may get a little confused as to 
whether he or she is reading fact or 
fiction. But so poignant are the au¬ 
thor’s descriptions of the peoples, 
places and things of Vietnam that the 
reader becomes intimate with them. At 
the same time, the form of the novel 
allows the author to present a work 
which is readable for both the serious 
and casual student of Indochina. 

Through 750 pages, Grey weaves 
each of the significant 20th-century ex¬ 
periences of the United States in its 
relationship to Vietnam. From the first 
fleeting contacts during the French 
Colonial period when Indochina was a 
distant part of the mysterious Orient 
and only a few adventurous Americans 
such as Theodore Roosevelt hunted 
there, to the pre-WWII days when the 
United States had little concern for 
Southeast Asia (except as a French col¬ 
ony temporarily standing in the path of 
the ambitions of Imperial Japan), to 


Own both...the world-famous UZI Semi- 
Automatic Carbine (now with improved click- 
adjustable front and rear sights) and the new, 
exciting UZI Pistol. To insure the incomparable 
performance designed and built into both, use 
IMPS new SAMSON Match Grade Ammunition. 
See your favorite Firearms or Sporting Goods 
Dealer—or write for free brochures. 


our first tentative relationship with Ho 
Chi Minh through the OSS and 
through the notes Ho sent to Truman 
in the waning days of WWII, to the 
disastrous effects which the pressures 
of the cold and hot wars of the late 
1940s and early 1950s had on our 
national leaders’ maladroit policies to¬ 
ward that country, and finally to the 
cataclysmic divisiveness of our 1960s 
and 1970s involvement and the 
perhaps-inevitable communist victory. 

Overall, the author portrays the 
Vietnamese as neither incompetent 
allies nor vicious enemies, but as a 
complex people whose character is 
rooted in their past and whose modem 
ideologies are formed in conflict with 
that past 

There is a danger in recommending 
a novel for its historical content: The 
layman and perhaps even the dubious 
expert may not be able to separate 
facts from the fiction. Even that should 
not discourage the historian from read¬ 
ing this work, for the author has done 
an historian’s job of researching his 
facts and setting his characters against 


an accurate background. His central 
character, Joseph Sherman, repre¬ 
sentative of the United States’ experi¬ 
ences, is an heroic idealist You might 
find such a character in an ancient 
Greek play, one whose actions you 
could sometimes admire and some¬ 
times despise. 

Sherman was the son of a powerful 
U.S. Senator, a WWII pilot, an OSS 
agent, a professor and scholar, a father 
of two sons and a daughter caught up 
in the war, an enigmatic anti-war activ¬ 
ist, and always a tragic romanticist 
whose emotions kept him involved in 
Vietnam. 

Comparable to Herman Wouk’s 
The Winds of War and War and Re¬ 
membrance, Grey’s work gives the 
casual reader and student of the Viet¬ 
nam War a new, clearer perspective of 
the United States’ involvement. With 
this perspective and the author’s dyna¬ 
mic, engrossing writing the reader will 
find both a satisfying novel and sound 
historical background of how our na¬ 
tion came to be so entangled in South¬ 
east Asia. 


IN REVIEW 
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DflSREICH 


0224 $16.95 0687 $16.95 0216 $16.95 


$12.95 7302 $8.99 0315 S17.95 9910 $16.95 


2485 


s\ 

**£»*!? 


THOSE 

GALLANT 

MEN 

OnTrtsJ I* Vk4itna 


1453 $12.95 0406 $14.95 0208 $17.95 0117 $16.95 


SECURITY 


0133 $14.95 f0356 Spec.ed. 1099 S19.95 f0349 S7.99 0786 S14.95 


INSIDE THE 


INIaNTRi 

IN 

VIETNAM 


i !lj i ■- 


BERETS 


Thr FlrK Thill rwm 


TAKE 4 BOOKS 
FOR 98c 


3806 $15.95 3822 $15.95 3756 $15.95 0018 $19.95 0448 $16.95 3665 $18.95 


THE us. 

ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


The LADY 
BE GOOD 


HOWTO 

MAKE 

WAR 


The 
History 
of thei 


WITH MEMBERSHIP 

(worth up to $82.35 
in publishers’ editions!) 




0174 $15.95 0026 $13.95 1180 $14.50 *0075 $17.75 0414 $19.95 3061 $12.50 


f8219 


$7.95 


9423 $11.95 


3699 $15.95 


f0422 $9.95 


0067 $1995 


2741 $1650 


0240 $1855 


0257 $18.95 


3152 $1295 


0380 $1895 


0091 $22.50 


f0281 


$995 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You'll get 4 books for 
only 980 plus shipping and handling and your free 
World War II maps-when accepted as a member. We 
reserve the right to reject any application. However, 
once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with 
your introductory books, return them within 10 days at 
our expense. Your membership will be cancelled and 
you will owe nothing. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 
350 titles to choose from-a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own com¬ 
plete hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to 
fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% 
off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine. About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year), you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 
4 times a year, you may receive offers of special Selec¬ 
tions, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you 
want the featured Selection(s), do nothing-shipment 
will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate— 


or no book at all—indicate this on the order form and 
return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you 
receive an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our 
expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as tong as you like. 

fSoft cover ‘Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 


TWO 

FULL COLOR 
24 V2”x 19” 

WWII MAPS 

FREE 

with membership 


Military Book Club® 


Dept. RR-117, Garden City, NY 11530 

Yes. please accept my membership application and send me the 4 
books marked below plus my 2 free WWII maps. Bill me only 98c. plus 
shipping and handling. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad. 
and understand that I need buy just 4 more books at regular low Club 
prices any time I want during the next 2years. 

Our no-rlsk guarantee. When accepted as a member, you’ll get your 4 
books lor only 98c plus shipping and handling. It not satisfied, return 
them within 10 days at our expense to cancel your membership and 
owe nothing. No matter what you decide, you keep your free maps. 


Address 


St a -S' 


(please print) 


-Apt. No- 


Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members 


serviced from Canada where offer is slightly different. 


67-M260 
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N ew soviet 

OFFENSIVE... 

Bombing strikes preceded 
a Soviet airborne attack on 
the key northern supply 
route to Afghanistan’s 
Panjshir Valley and probably 
blocked the pass leading into 
the rebel stronghold, 
according to reports reaching 
Pakistan. A mujahideen 
spokesman said, “The Soviet 
objective appeared to be to 
wipe out resistance in the 
Panjshir Valley. This is the 
time for the American people 
to press Congress for more 
aid for our cause.” He said 
the rebels do not have the 
heavy weapons needed to 
shift from the defensive to 
the offensive. 

Meanwhile, Western 
intelligence sources said the 
Soviet tactics used in the 
new attacks showed a 
flexibility not before 
associated with the Soviet 
Army in Afghanistan since it 
entered the country in 
December 1979. 

Claims conflict as of SOFs 
press deadline: According to 
some sources, Ahmad Shah 
Massoud, sometimes called 
the “Lion of the Panjshir,” 
has left Afghanistan in 
disguise for Pakistan. Others 
state the Soviet campaign 
was frustrated by concerted 
guerrilla action. 

One way you can help the 
brave Afghans is to send 
cash contributions to the 
Afghan Freedom Fighters 
Fund, do SOF, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Contributions are not 
tax-deductible. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 




COL Alex McCoIl sorts and boxes donations of 
materiel for transshipment to El Salvador, 
preparing for another SOF mission to El 
Salvador. Cleaning kits, foot powder, web 
gear, boots, uniforms and cash donations are 
still welcome: Nicaragua/El Salvador Defense 
Fund, c/o SOF, 5721 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, 
CO 80303. 


U NION 

JUNKET... 

SOF reaches an unusually wide audience, and 
we have no doubt many members of labor unions 
read and sympathize with our conservative, 
pro-America, pro-military politics. But if you would 
like to see part of what your dues support, contact 
the American Labor Education Center (ALEC), 
1835 Kilboume Place N.W., Washington DC 
20010, (phone [202] 387-6780 or [202] 
462-8925) for one of the most embarrassing 
pieces of disinformation you will ever read, entitled 
“Face to Face: An Inside View of Labor in 
Nicaragua.” 

It is the report of a November 1983 junket — 
apparently at union expense — which carried 11 
union officials and union publication reporters to 
Nicaragua. There they were fed (and reported) the 
gospel according to the Sandinista junta. In the 
light of their guided tour, this assembly of 
self-appointed international affairs experts assures 
us the Nicaraguan economy is healthy, featuring 
high employment, freedom of association (within 
the Marxist government-controlled unions, a 
travesty of our own free labor movement) and 
high wages, 

ALEC’s extended diatribe against the Reagan 
policy toward Central America bears the name of 
the president of Bernard Demezuk, the national 
political representative of the American Federation 
of Government Employees, among other 
supposed representatives of American labor and 
government employees. 

We encourage patriotic members of American 
labor unions to acquire “Face to Face,” read it 
find inform their local representatives, national 
officers and these junketers — personally — of 
how they feel about their money financing the 
dissemination of Sandinista propaganda. 



ANTED: 
PILOTS... 


Word is out that somebody is 
looking for C-130 pilots. Only . 
qualified Here jocks should write 
LTC Shields, P.O. Box 2824, 
Jeddah 21461, Saudi Arabia. 


J OY OF 

SNAKE-EATING... 

Jim “Goot” Guttenberg’s artwork 
has decorated Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine and the SOF Convention. 
Now his culinary talents are 
displayed in The Green Beret 
Gourmet. Aside from good humor 
and helpful field-cooking hints, 
Goot’s cookbook features recipes 
such as LRRPs Alfredo, Baked Dog 
DiRocco, Fish Stew a la Atlacatl and 
our favorite, Jane Fondue (Meat 
with Red Sauce). 

For your copy, send $9.95 plus 
$2 for handling and postage to The 
Guttenberg Press Publications, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 973, Rockledge. FL 
32955. 


C UBAN 

BUILDUP... 

The USSR’s propaganda offensive 
in the United States — coordinated 
with the Olympics and U.S. 
presidential campaign — is being 
backed up with arms. Intelligence 
sources indicate that a recent 
shipment of Mach 2.3, 600-mile 
combat radius MiG-23s (Flogger) 
has brought the Cuban Air Force’s 
stock of the modem tactical fighters 
up to 35. 


ETHIOPIAN 
JC DESERTIONS... 

Shades of Afghanistan, 
unconfirmed reports from Africa 
suggest a single unit of over 500 
Ethiopian soldiers deserted and 
surrendered themselves to Sudan. 
Allegedly, the Ethiopians brought 
their armor and artillery with them to 
their crossing point at Kassala, 250 
miles east of Khartoum. 
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R efugee relief 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.... 

Over 230,000 Salvadorans are homeless, thanks 
to Cuban-sponsored terrorists. Refugee Relief 
International, Inc., (RRII) has sent seven unsalaried 
volunteer medical teams and 20 tons of medical 
supplies (collected with the help of the Air 
Commando Association and World Medical Relief, 
Inc.) worth $4 million. 

Since these accomplishments have taxed its 
small staff and drained its financial assets, RRII will 
have to halt operations without cash donations. 
Donors who can afford at least $10 may have 
their names printed in an honor roll of contributors 
in a future issue of SOF. 

RRII has already shipped 1.5 tons of IV fluids, 
but the sick and wounded use these supplies 
rapidly. Ringer’s Lactate is the best all-purpose 
fluid replacement, and Salvadoran refugees need 
fresh supplies desperately. 

No longer able to accept freight-collect 
shipments, RRII welcomes tax-deductible materiel 
donations (tax number 74-2255573) addressed to 
Refugee Relief International, Inc., do Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine, 5735 E. Arapahoe, Boulder, 

CO 80303. Contributions of money (also 
tax-deductible) should be sent to RRII, 6340 
Nelson St, Arvada, CO 80004. 



¥ IGHTWEIGHT 
L BIG-BORE... 


* Plastic .50-cal. training 
rounds should be in issue to 
Army units by September. 
Developed by Picatinny 
Arsenal in Dover, N.J., and 
based on Dynamit Nobel’s 
PT Training Ammunition, 
plastic ball (M858) and tracer 
(M860) fire from the M2HB 
HMG at approximately the 
same muzzle velocity as M2 
ball (830 meters per 
second). The low-density 
projectile loses velocity 
rapidly, dropping 
training-range safety 
standards to 700 meters. 

The M2 HMG must be fitted 
with the XM3 recoil amplifier 
barrel assembly to function 
with the low-recoil ammo. 


C BS VS. 

WESTMORELAND... 

Tony Bliss has notified us 
to watch for A Matter of 
Honor , by Don Kowet, 
co-author of TV Guide's 
“Anatomy of a Smear.” A 
Matter of Honor is a detailed 
treatment of CBS’s 
much-publicized attack on 
GEN William Westmoreland. 
Meanwhile, Westmoreland’s 
defense fund needs help to 
give the general the clout to 
fight the media giant 
Contact Veterans for 
Westmoreland, Box 264, 
Locust Valley, NY 11560, to 
find how you can help. 


R ecognition 

FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Any individual who contributes 
1) funds, medical supplies or medi¬ 
cine to Refugee Relief Internation¬ 
al, Inc., 2) funds to the Afghan Free¬ 
dom Fighters Fund or 3) equipment 
to the Salvadoran Army or Miskito 
Indians has the option of having his 
name mentioned in SOF with the 
amount of money or equipment 
donated. If you wish to be so recog¬ 
nized, please indicate this with your 
donation. 


S OF TRAINS 

REAGAN BN.... 

COL Jorge Adalberto Cruz has 
expanded and reorganized the 
Salvadoran Army battalions of 
Morazan Department Three 
battalions (Morazan, Lenca and 
Cacahuatique) of jusFover 300 men 
have been increased to four 
battalions of nearly 500, and the 
Reagan Battalion — named for 
President Ronald Reagan — has 
been formed from new volunteers. 

A six-man team led by SOF 
Special Projects director Alex McCoII 
^conducted small-arms marksmanship 
and mortar training in the battalion’s 
Morazan base from 20 to 23 May 
1984. SOFers Bill Atkins, Ben 
Jones, Frank Keefer, Ray Smith and 
Jim Whitlock paid their own way to 
El Salvador to help prepare the new 
antiterrorist battalion for combat. 


B rown 

lectures. .. 

“Strategy ’84” gathered 250 
senior officials of world defense 
forces, industry and government for 
conferences and workshops on 
strategy. Sponsored by Defense & 
Foreign Affairs and the International 
Strategic Studies Association, 90 
speakers addressed the prestigious 
gathering, including High 
Frontier-proponent LTG Daniel 
Graham, Iraq’s senior diplomat 
Ismat Kittani and SOF 
editor/publisher Robert K. Brown. 

Brown addressed the session on 
Central America and the Caribbean 
concerning SOFs work in training 
elements of the Salvadoran Army. 

Continued on page 101 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK¬ 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE ’'FIELD-STRIPPED.” 
CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE REAL BUyJETS. DELIVERED 

FULLY 

SAFE-— ---^ SSEMBLED 

FOR 

DISPLAY 
Ml 921 

THOMPSON “STAGE PROP GUNS" 

C01S-81-700. .$175 (5.50) 


GOV’T. .45 
AUTOMATIC 
C01U-81-30Q.$55 (3.00) 


GERMAN 
P-08 

PARABELLUM 
C01G-81-200 $55 (3.00) 


CANNOT 
BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 


357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
C01P-81-10B. $55 (3.00) 


SEND FOR 
FREE COLOR 
CATALOG OF 
OVER 50 
MODEL GUNS 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES 



U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 

CQ7U-40-048. .$3D (3.00) 




FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 

C07B-40-014. $28 (3.00) 



GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 

C07G-05-09. ........ .$20 (3.00) 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 


MEDALS & BADGES 



PERFECT REPLICAS 
HIGHEST QUALITY. 


THIS “RUPTURED DUCK" IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
C14U-81-018.$4 (1.75) 


BLUE MAX” 

...$20(1.75) 
C14G-20-77 (NECK CHAIN) . $10(1.75) 




BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 

C15B-10-11B (RAF) . .$10(1.75) 

C15B-10-11C (RFC) .$10(1.75) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS, BADGES, FLAGS, ETC. 


W CREDIT CARD ORDERS, NO INQUIRIES. PHONE TOLL FREE 

Y 1-000-638-2000 (IN MD: 301-933-4801) ORDERS ONLY I 

iCOLLECTOR'S ARMOURY, INC. 

1 800 SLATERS LANE _ 

P.O. BOX 1061, DEPT. SO 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA 


□ 


PLEASE 
SEND FREE 
CATALOG 


► NOTE ADO DELIVERY CHARGE (IN K) EACH ITEM 

□ MONEY ORDER D CHECK ENCLOSED $ 

CHARGE TO MY: □ VA □ MC □ AX □ CB □ DC 





" i i i i i i i i i i.u: 






PRINT NAME . 
ADDRESS 


B STATE/ZIP. 

In ■ ■ n O MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) If NOT SATISFIED I 
M CANADA: REPLICA MODELS OF CANADA. 6648 NO. 3 RO.. RICHMOND. B C , CANADA V6Y 2C2 





I WAS THERE 

Stinging Fingers 


by Dave Collins as told to M.L. Jones 


Dave Collins served in Vietnam July 
1969-70, first with D Co., l/28th In¬ 
fantry's 1st Division and then with the 
10th Trans. Co. atLongBinh. It wasn't 
a time for humor, he tells us, but he 
does remember one comic episode: 

DuRING my last few months in 
Vietnam, I rode shotgun on a supply 
truck going from Long Binh to Tay 
Ninh. It was kind of a nine-to-five job, 
but I rode with an M60 just in case. 
Well, there was a village just outside 
the compound where the civilian 
workers who did all the undesirable 
jobs on the post came from. One of 
them we called Fingers because he 
stole everything that wasn’t nailed 
down—radios, tape players, cameras, 
anything. We all knew who was steal¬ 
ing the stuff but nobody could catch 
him in the act. 

Fingers also sold dope. And the guys 
who bought pot from him always had 
to pay in MPC (military payment cer¬ 
tificates) rather than piasters. The Viet¬ 
namese preferred MPC. 

Fingers was always asking when the 
MPC was going to be changed. The 
military changed the picture on the 
MPC and the color from time to time 
and anyone with the old issue was 
stuck with it after the new series came 
out. MPC looked a lot like play money 
— and this is why my scheme worked. 

I got a friend of mine to write home 
to his kid sister, asking her for a 
Monopoly set. When she mailed him 
the game a few weeks later, we had 
about a million dollars in Monopoly 
money. Now we could set up our sting. 

First, we brought Fingers into our 
confidence by telling him we would be 
going home soon and we’d like to buy 
as many items as he could get us so we 
could sell them back in the States. We 
also told him that since we were going 
home so soon, we had been paid in the 
new MPC, which wouldn’t be circu¬ 
lated until the following month. We 
showed him several hundred of our 
“dollars” and told him we had several 
thousand more. In short, we wanted to 
do business with him. 

Fingers fell for the line. Although he 
couldn’t read English, we could trans¬ 
late the greed in his eyes when he saw 
the masses of money we were waving 
at him. You could almost hear him 
thinking out loud: There’s a fortune to 


be made here. And these two dumb 
GIs will give it to me for things that 
won’t cost me anything. 

Over the next week, Fingers brought 
us everything from cameras to tape 
decks. How he ever got the stuff on 
base is one of the war’s best-kept se¬ 
crets. I never found out. By the end of 
the week, we’d “bought” two foot- 
lockers full. 

We paid him too, reminding him 
each time we handed over a wad of 
bills that the money would be no go 
until next month. 

“No problem,” he always assured 
us, “just keep the money coming,” 
And we did. Twenty-six hundred dol¬ 
lars worth. 

I made the last payment to Fingers 
on 15 July for a Minolta 35mm 
camera, telling him, “It’s a real pleas¬ 
ure doing business with you.” I prom¬ 
ised to write to him when I got home. I 
even gave him an extra $200 for being 
a nice guy. 

Well, on 16th July I boarded a 
Saturn Airways jet bound for San 
Francisco. But before I left I told the 
first sergeant of our company the 
whole story and left him the rest of the 
money. He agreed to take charge of 
our merchandise and try to find the 
rightful owners. 

I left Vietnam the next day. Although 
I certainly didn’t want to stay in¬ 
country, I did think as I got on the 
plane, “I’d like to be here so I could see 
the look on Fingers’ face when he tries 
to spend his new fortune.” ^ 


I F you have a personal adventure for 
“It Happened to Me” or “I Was 
There, ” triple-space type it and send it 
to SOF, RO. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306, Attn: M L. Jones. All stones 
should be 500 words or less. Upon 
publication, SOF will become owner of 
all publication rights. Submitted arti¬ 
cles are subject to editing and revision , 
although their content and theme will 
not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of 
acceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication . All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 
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Brunton Rubber Armored 8x30 Binoculars 

with built in compass with one degree increments 
and reticle rangefinder. Individual eye focusing with 
exclusively designed optics. Sturdy case included. 

$429-95 

Brunton Model 8040 Compass. The most 
popular compass for professional compass 
readings. Minored cover for accurate prismatic 
sightings with rotating dial which adjusts for 
declination graduated every 2 degrees. Compact 
size allows the instrument to be carried in shirt or 
pant^pocket. Lanyard and compass instruction 
booklet included, $31.95 
Sabrelite the flashlight used by U.S Special 
Forces and field tested by the SOF staff in Central 
America. Strong, sturdy and submersible down to 
2000 ft. Available in green or Black. With black out 
non-magnetic hardware $31.95. Without black out 
hardware $29,95 


Selous Scouts 



LtCoi.Ron Reid Daly 
3 s row to Peter Stiff 


Selous Scouts Top Secret War by Lt. Col. 
Ron Reid Doty. The role of this famous unit in 
Rhodesia s war against terrorism. Hardcover 

$25.00 


Official SOF Field Cap 8c insignia. Top qualify 
dark european style field cap. Type made famous 
by Rommel’s Afrikn Korps and worn today by 
British Royal Marine Commandoes. Complete '-Uih 
beautiful silver drop SOF logo pin. $28.95 



Mumjpuu 


NACA0MC * 


i MAKOOS 




No. 


ITEM 


Reg. NOW 


LUBRICANTS 


RHODESIAN CAMPAIGN PLAQUES. All 

plaques are made in South Africa on a brushed 
copper plate mounted on Zambezi hardwood. 


9036 

TRLFLON 3.2 oz.. 

$2.95 

$200 

9001 

OPERATION 


9037 

TRI-FLON 16 oz. . 

$4.95 

$2,95 


THRASHER 

- Eastern 

9038 

BREAK FREE .68 oz li¬ 




Border 



quid. .. 

$1.49 

$1.00 

9002 

OPERATION 


9039 

BREAK FREE 4.0 o* ll 




SPLINTER — 

Kariba 


quid. 

$2.95 

$2.50 

9003 

OPERATION 


9040 

BREAK FREE 3.17 o* 

1 



TANGENT — 



aerosol,, j._......... 

$2.95 

$2.50 

9004 

Matabeleland 

OPERATION 

PLAQUES ONLY 
WlJt J $495 


TEKNA KNIVES CLOSE OUTS 

9028 T-2300 Knife w/plastic 

boot clip sheath. $34.95 $20.00 

9029 T-2400 Knife w/leather 

sheath.$39.95 $29.00 


9005 OPERATION Reg. $11.95 

HURRICANE — Buy all six for Only 

Northeast Border *1095 

9006 OPERATION l, 

REPULSE — Southeast 
Border 



No. 

ITEM 

Reg. 

NOW 

9007 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1982 SOLIDER OF 
FORTUNE CONVEN¬ 
TION MEDAL $4,95 

$2.00 

9008 

1982 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE CONVEN¬ 
TION LIGHTER 

$9.95 

$3.00 

9009 

FALKLAND ISLANDS 




EXPEDITIONARY 
FORCE MEDAL 

$5,00 

$2.50 

9010 

SPECIAL EDITION 



BOOT KNIFE!!! Li¬ 
mited numbers left. 3Vii>” 
blade w/SOF logo printed 
on blade. Includes leather 
sheath w/stamped on 
SOF logo. 

$115.00 

$75.00 


MP4 OEM 

TEKNA LITE CLOSE OUTS 

Limited Supplies Left! 

9019 T-1700 — TEKNA LITE I Black — rechargeable 

9018 T-l700-0 Same as above only in Orange. . 

9019 T-1705 — TEKNA LITE I — Black — non-rechargeable 

9020 T-l 705*0 Same as above only in Orange . ..... 

9021 T1900 TEKNA LITE III ~ Black — Rechargeable . 

9022 T-l900-0 Same as above only in Orange.. 

9023 T-1905 TEKNA LITE III — Black — non-rechargeable 

9024 T-1905-0 Same as above only in Orange. 

9025 T-2000X TEKNA LITE II — Black. 

9026 T-2000X-0 Same as above only in Orange ,,. 


Reg, NOW 


$42.95 $30.00 
$42,95 $30.00 
$19.95 $15.00 
$1995 15.00 

$64.95 $40.00 
$64.95 $40.00 
$26,95 $18.00 
$26.95 $18.00 
$10.95 $8.00 

$10.95 $8,00 


WEAPONS ACCESSORIES 

9030 MINI-14 Forearm_ ______ 

9031 MINI-14 Match Peep Sight...__.V: £... 

9032 MUZZLE Mixer AR15/M16, CAR/15, AR/180 . . . 

9033 MUZZLE Mixer — HK91 . 

9034 MUZZLE Mixer — HK93 . ...... - 

9035 MUZZLE Mixer — Mini-14 Blue steel 


$13.95 $7.95 

$4.95 $3.00 

$34,95 $20.00 
$34.95 $20.00 
$34.95 $20.00 
$39.95 $25.00 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SV 884, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


tTEM # 


DESCRIP. 


COLOR OTY 


□ VISA □MASTERCARD 

Curd #_ 

Esp.--- 

NAME_ 


Postage & Handling 
3% Sale* Tax (CO m.) 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


PRICE 


ADDRESS, 
CITY_ 


.STATE. 


. Z1P_ 


We accept telephone order* on MasterCard tk VISA — call us at (303) 449-3750. Sony, no 
collect call* accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE 31.75 TOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — 
INCLUDE 75C FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas 
orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 












































































FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 


Scattered Bursts 


TRACER ammunition puts a glow 
into the heart, as well as the eye, of 
every auto weapons enthusiast. In 
those areas where it is legal to possess 
and shoot, and under controlled con¬ 
ditions where the fire hazard is mini¬ 
mized, it brings out the small boy’s 
fascination with fireworks that dwells 
forever in us all. 

But tracer ammunition is not, and 
never has been, easy to come by. Its 
importation for general use has been 
banned by the BATF’s interpretation 
of the 1968 Gun Control Act, which 
stipulates that all imported ammuni¬ 
tion, except that for governmental and 
law-enforcement use, must be for 
“sporting” purposes only. Why shoot¬ 
ing at paper targets and clay pigeons is 
a sporting activity and organized 
machine-gun shoots are not, I do not 
know. But, as a consequence, most of 
us are faced with stalking small lots of 
older tracer at gun shows. 

The squint-eyed hawkers who ped¬ 
dle tracer at gun shows are more than 
aware of the insatiable demand for an 
ever-dwindling supply and price it 
accordingly — usually far too high to 
justify shooting it through a rattle gun, 
except by the most fevered fanatics of 
rapid-fire devices, such as I. 

Unfortunately, tracer ammunition 
has a much shorter shelf life than ball 
ammo. Twin Cities 5.56mm NATO 
tracer manufactured in 1968 will 
usually trace only 75 percent of the 
time now and it will turn sour asymp¬ 
tomatically as time continues to pass. 
The cleanest looking WWII and Ko¬ 
rean War vintage .30-06 tracer will 
trace only 10-20 percent of the time, 
even if it has been stored in vacuum- 
sealed “Spam” cans. Foreign tracer, 
such as FN .30 Ml Carbine from the 
1960s, has a longer shelf life and a 
much greater percentage of it will still 
bum. 

What to do? When offered a sub¬ 
stantial lot of tracer at an exorbitant 
price, purchase only a test batch, and 
pay for the remainder according to the 
trace percentage. The rest is worth no 
more than surplus ball ammunition of 
the same caliber. The bottom line on 
the purchase of tracer ammunition is 
caveat emptor. 

Reloading 7.62x39mm Berdan 

Cases: Large quantities of Berdan- 
primed, corrosive 7.62x39mm 
ammunition is now surfacing in the 
United States at reasonable prices. 
Those wishing to make use of the emp¬ 
ty cases may reload them with just a 
little extra effort. In addition to a set of 
dies in this caliber, you will need an 
RCBS Lachmiller Berdan decapping 
tool. Du Pont’s IMR 4198 would be an 
adequate propellant and jacketed 125- 
gr. .30-cal. N bullets will suffice. 

However, Berdan primers can be 
difficult to locate. The best source is 



Happiness is tracer down the spout for 
machine gunners. Unfortunately, that 
which is available has mostly aged to 
ball, like wine to vinegar. Photo: Robert 
H. Hall 

The Old Western Scrounger (Dept. 
SOF, 3509 Carlson Blvd.. El Cerrito, 
CA 94530). 

40-rd. Sterling Magazines: Sterling 
Armament Co. has recently intro¬ 
duced a 40-rd. magazine for the M16/ 
AR15 and AR 18/180 rifles through its 
exclusive U.S. distributor, Lanchester 
U.S.A., Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
47322, Dallas, TX 75247). I have 
tested several over the last few months. 
Except for a plastic follower they are of 
all-steel construction and considerably 
more durable than the 20- and 30- 
round milspec Ml6 magazines. They 
are reliable and useful — more so with 
the adoption of the FN Minimi (M249) 
squad automatic weapon by the Un¬ 
ited States and other NATO countries. 
The M249 offers the option of belt or 
magazine feed and is without doubt 
the finest small arm ever placed into 
the U.S. military inventory. This large- 
capacity, 40-rd. Sterling magazine will 
increase its potential even further. The 
price is $29. 

Cleaning Fouled MG Barrels: Cop¬ 
per, lead, powder and carbon fouling 
are the bane of all machine-gun bar¬ 
rels, especially in gas-operated sys¬ 
tems. The increasing use of ball pow¬ 
ders has intensified this curse. I have 
labored seemingly forever to remove 
fouling from that portion of Bren Gun 
barrels just forward of the gas block 
with J.B. Bore Cleaning Compound 
only to stare down the tube at the same 
encrusted trash. 


Developed by an avid benchrest 
shooter, Marksman’s Choice No. 7 
Bore Cleaner is a blend of high-grade 
oil, detergents, penetrants and sol¬ 
vents designed to wash your fouling 
problems right down the drain. Just 
wet two patches and push them 
through the bore to remove the loose 
residue. Then run a brass brush of the 
correct diameter, saturated with 
Marksman’s Choice, through the bore 
several times. Run three more wet 
patches through the bore and allow to 
soak for 20 minutes. Then push two 
dry patches through the bore. It really 
works. And the amount of black filth it 
removes is startling. Stubborn crud in 
machine-gun barrels may require 
plugging the breech end and gas vent 
and pouring an entire bottle of this vile 
solution down the spout to soak over¬ 
night. 

Magic potions don’t come cheap 
these days. A four-ounce bottle of 
Marksman’s Choice No. 7 costs $7.50 
postpaid. But if you place any value 
whatever on your time, it’s well worth 
it. You can order MC-7 from Marks¬ 
man’s Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 598, 
Chesterland, OH 44026). 

Buying Machine Guns: Finding a 
legitimate outlet for machine guns (un¬ 
restricted transfer weapons, not just 
dealers’ samples) that offers a large 
selection at reasonable prices is no 
mean feat. Class 3 dealers who unload 
their entire inventory on one eight-foot 
table at local gun shows and ask $900 
for an RPB MAC 10 are not viable 
sources for serious collectors. I have 
already mentioned Dolf L. Goldsmith 
(ARPAC, Inc., Dept SOF, 800 Isom 
Road, Suite 202, San Antonio, TX 
78216) who specializes in the vintage 
classics. Another excellent source for 
Title II firearms from every era of his¬ 
tory is Irv Kahn (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
290, Monroe, OH 45050). Irv usually 
stocks more than 100 machine guns at 
any given time (his stock changes con¬ 
stantly), in addition to parts and acces¬ 
sories. Send Irv an SASE for a copy of 
his current listing. Kahn’s descriptions 
of condition are accurate, his inventory 
comprehensive and his prices com¬ 
petitive. 
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This popular "Waist¬ 
band Holster" features 
an integral thumb- 
snap, a specially 
shaped welt for maxi¬ 
mum gun support, 
and full coverage 
styling for maximum 
pistol protection. A 
heavy-duty spring 
steel clip firs belts to 
1-3/4" 


MODEL #3S 
PISTOL POCKET 

An improved version 
of this popular waist¬ 
band holster now 
features two direction¬ 
al snaps for added 
security and a new 
fully adjustable stain¬ 
less steel swivel for a 
full range of positions 
including sidedraw or 
crossdraw. 


Available suede lined 

The "Shadow" is the 
ultimate "Slide type" 
holster. Widely spaced 
slots provide stability, 
thumbsnap and closed 
muzzle for safety and 
protection, specially 
molded for comfort. 


Bianchi International offers the world's finest line of 
high performance concealment holsters skillfully en¬ 
gineered for maximum comfort, safety, and durability 
while providing the ultimate in invisability. In 1984 
Bianchi continues its tradition as the "Master of Gun 
Concealment" with state of the art product im¬ 
provements. 

Send SI .00 for a complete 
full-color pocket edition 
catalog to: 


The world's most 
popular and versatile 
shoulder holster re¬ 
turns with a standard, 
removable safety strap 
for all sizes. Its patent¬ 
ed design permits a 
variety of adjustments 
for a precise fit. 


100 Calle 
Dept. SOF 
Temecula, 



















YOU GOT IT — I WANT YOU TO BE 
a regular member of the SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE team. Each month SOF 
gives our readers a battlefield view 
of international hot spots. Pius, the 
latest dope on combat weapons and 
tactics from around the globe — 
right from the grunt on the line. 
Don't miss one action- and adven¬ 
ture-packed issue. You'll get the 
truth on what's really happening 
around the world — and you've got 
my word on that! Sign up today! 


And, to prove my money's where my 
mouth is, I'll give you something 
extra: By subscribing today, you can 
take advantage of my special bonus 
offer. With a l-year (12-issue) paid 
subscription you will receive as 
your bonus 3 SOF Collector's 
Issues. Or, with a 2-year paid sub¬ 
scription (24 issues), we'll send 
you 6 Collector's Issues. 

ACT FAST! These Collector's Issues 
are going quickly. Choose the group 
you prefer on the order card. 


(Due to limited supplies publisher reserves right to substitute Bonus issues) 
















REMOVE AND MAIL ENTIRE PAGE _ REMOVE AND MAIL ENTIRE PAGE 


Learn at Home in Spare Time 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 




MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary 

IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramatically...ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 
THEM HOW TO 00 IT! The men you shoot 
with will scarcely believe their eyes when they 
witness your sensationally improved shooting ac¬ 
curacy. (You may even have trouble believing it 
yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, it's part of 
your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 

The way you do it is the simple application of 
revealing new information concerning ballistics 
that is explained with a simple, easy-to-understand 
chart that accompanies your 
first lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens of 
inside tips and gun secrets 
that will be revealed to you 
as you progress through 
this exciting course. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI¬ 
NESS. Gun repair, cus¬ 
tom ammo-making, sporter- 
izing, custom stocking, 
sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, 
at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you 
need to become that expert. 

We do not know how many 
of our graduates haye^ 
started their own gurT 
shops, but we have letters 
on file from some who have. 

And we'll send you the re¬ 
sults of a survey 
showing employ¬ 
ment success of 
our graduates. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 


TOP-FLIGHT GUN “PRO’S” TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 

You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and auto¬ 
matic. We take the mystery out of ballistics. Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock inletting, fit¬ 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License to buy and seli guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without inventory...while you 
are still a student at North American. This means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi¬ 
ately—ordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

Everything Explained in Easy-To-Under- 
stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 
Follow Explanations include photos, 
diagrams, drawings and charts. We send 
you all the tools you need so you actually 
learn by doing as you follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs, bargain bulletins, re¬ 
quirements for Federal Firearms License. 

Special Tools and Equipment included 

You get precision gauges, fine gunsmith's 
screwdrivers, honing stones, checkering 
tools, plus much, much more. 

^ FIRST FOLD HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY 
when you mail this ENTIRE 
Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail—Fold Ad in the following manner: 


Remove entire page— 3. 
tear or cut on dotted line 
to left 4. 

2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 
Tape or glue the 3 
open sides and drop 
in the mail box today. 







GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
, SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Covers everything you ever wanted to know 
about guns. Gives you the start you need to 
go into your own business or apply for a 
good job. .. 





| SALES, IMPORTING*ACCUR I ZING 


rilUCAICQ | TROUBLE-SHOOTING .... 

nrn((nuri| and MUCH, MUCH MORE 1^0HEY 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN j with 

There are more than 20 million hunters plus [jUNS 

more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. Dept. RS074 

| Name _Age 


Address. 


City/State/Zip 
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PALADIIM . 




SUMMER DISCOUNT 

Check the “Special Summer Discount” box on the order form 
and deduct 10% from any order $40 or more! This offer is 
being extended to you, our valued customers. It is our way of 
saying, “Have a good summer!” ORDER NOW to take advan¬ 
tage of this opportunity. Offer ends September 1,1984. (Offer 
available only to retail customers!) 


THE GREAT 
SURVIVAL 
RESOURC E 

MM2 



THE GREAT SURVIVAL 
RESOURCE BOOK 2 

This updated, comprehensive, new 
edition gives access to the vital 
facts self-reliant people need to 
know. Listed are: Equipment- 
names. addresses, phone numbers 
of over 500 suppliers and descrip¬ 
tions of their products; Books— 
100s of books on survivalisttopics; 
Articles—practical advice by noted 
authors such as Ragnar Benson 
and Nancy Tappan. 8V& x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 232 pp $14.95 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 





COURSE NOTES 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, complete man¬ 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation,primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 8% x 
11, softcover, illus., 160 pp. $14.95 



WEAPONS OF THE STREET 

by Dr. Ted Cambordella 
Don't let fear of a bat-swinging or 
chain-wielding punk dog your step. 
This street-wise manual shows how 
to defend oneself against clubs, 
chains, bottles, knives. Close-up 
photos show how to use common- 
sense fighting moves and lightning- 
fast speed to turn weapons of the 
street to your undisputed advan¬ 
tage. 5% x 8%. softcover. photos, 
80 pp. S8.00 



NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unholy 
science that kills with a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body’s nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching and the in¬ 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus¬ 
trated with step-by-step photos. 5% 
x 8%, softcover, illus., 104 pp. 

$10.00 


AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT 

Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of 
all terrains to fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM 
90-10-1, is the info that prepares police and military units to 
meet—and beat—the threat of urban combat. This book is 
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best 
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions. 
Topics include offensive operations, combat support, how 
to attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat 
skills and much more. 8%x 11, softcover, illus., 260 pp. 

$14.95 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting force. 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. 8% x 11, 
softcover, illus., 240 pp. $14.95 



NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY 

by Ashida Kim 

Like the Ninja warrior, you too can 
walk unobserved, penetrate for 
bidden areas unseen and depart at 
will without laaving a trace. The 
secrets of invisibility, combined 
with the deadly moves of Ninjitsu. 
can make you invincible. Over 170 
close-up photos show the moves 
which will make you the undenia¬ 
ble victor! 5V& x 8 Vi, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, 120pp. $10.00 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use toget even with big busi¬ 
ness, government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5'A 
x 8%, hardcover, 192 pp. $11.95 


THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Here is a conversion system you can bet your life onl Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a setective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto—all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you’re ready for whatever—or 
whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de¬ 
tailed instructions for making this conversion foofproof. 
9x12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 


HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING 
AND PRIVACY INVASION 

Bugging—how it is done and how to combat this inva¬ 
sion of your privacy—is explored in this informative 
handbook. Learn howto detect homing devices, have a 
free check of your phone line, prevent the placement of a 
bug or tap and thwart the listener. Chapters include the 
origins of the spy state, the telephone tap. wireless bug. 
bumper beeper, industrial espionage, the law and more. 
S'A x 8Vi, softcover, illus.. photos, glossary. 192 pp. 

$12.95 


The ULTIMATE SYSTEM 
FOR ■ CLOSE COMBAT 


EMPTY <* 
HAND, ftk 
LOADED GUN 



DAN WESTERUN 


EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN 
The Ultimate System for 
Close Combat 

by Dan Westerlin 

No longer mutually exclusive self- 
defense systems, karate and hand¬ 
gunning are now combined into an 
aH-nqw system of close combat. 
Draw methods; cover, lighting and 
crisis control; and distancing, block¬ 
ing and punching techniques are 
included to provide maximum effec¬ 
tive protection. 5% x 8Vi, softcover, 
photos, 120 pp. $8.00 


nmna 



I HATE YOU! 

An An|iy Man's Guide to Revenge 

by M. Nelson Ch under 
Make fun where there is none and 
get your revenge atthe same time. In 
the same genre as Get Even and Up 
Yours, I Hate Youf wilt ensure you 
get the last laugh! Humorous, yet 
effective, over one hundred sixty 
schemes show how to strike out at 
those who have done you dirty. x 

8%, hardcover, 182 pp. $12,95 



WAR STORY 

by Jim Morris 

At last the gripping story of the Viet¬ 
nam War is told by a former Green 
Beret as it actually happened, not as 
reported by the media. Back in print, 
War Story is the author's personal 
account of the counterguerrilla 
operations he fought in the jungles 
of Vietnam—a country no longer 
free. 5% x 8%, hardcover, 342 pp. 

$14.95 



THE SURVIVAL RETREAT 
A Total Plan for Retreat Defense 

by Ragnar Benson 
Win the battles of defending your 
retreat by avoiding them! Learn 
how to harden your city or rural 
refuge by locating it well and dis¬ 
guising it, “The best defense is 
obscurity, unobtrusiveness and si¬ 
lence," Benson writes. Chapters 
are Who Is the Enemy?, What if It 
Comes to a Fight?, Beyond Fire¬ 
power and more. x 8%, soft- 
cover. photos, 136 pp. $8.00 


U S ARMY 
COUNTERTERRORISM 
MANUAL 



U.S. ARMY COUNTERTERRORISM 
MANUAL 

Now, restricted info on the counter¬ 
terrorism strategy of the U.S. Army 
Military Police School is available 
for the first time! This seven-step 
ops plan details intelligence gather¬ 
ing; threat analysis; physical and 
personal security; crises manage¬ 
ment; authority issues. Also assault 
tactics and hostage situations. 8% x 
11, softcover, 130 op. $14.95 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SURVIVAL 

HENLEY’S BOOK OF FORMULAS* . ... $17.95 

SURVIVAL USAF MANUAL 64-5. $ 8.00 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS*... •.$ 9.95 

NEVER SAY DIE... ......$ 8.00 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD ... .$14.95 

SALOON SURVIVAL ...$.6.00 

SURVIVALIST'S MEDICINE CHEST.$ 5.95 

SURVIVAL GUNS*...$ 9.95 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE..$ 5.95 

URBAN ALERT!.... $12.95 

ALIVE IN THE DESERT .... .$ 8.00 

LIFE OR DEATH!. .... $14.95 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING. . S 7.95 

BROWN’S ALCOHOL FUEL COOKBOOK. $ 9.95 

EVERYMAN’S GUIDE TO FINANCIAL SURVIVAL .. $11.95 

EATING CHEAP...$ 8.00 

RAGNAR’S TALL TALES. ..$6.00 

TAPPAN ON SURVIVAL*..$ 7.95 


LOCKSMITHING 

COMPLETE GUIDE TO LOCK PICKING. .$ 7.95 

LOCK PICKING SIMPLIFIED.$ 4.95 

INVOLUNTARY REPOSSESSION ... $10.95 

LOCK PICK DESIGN MANUAL .. . .$ 6.00 

LOCKS. PICKS & CLICKS..., .$ 5.95 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

RANGER HANDBOOK_ ... . ..$8.00 

PATROLLING & TRACKING. .$5.00 

RHODESIAN SAS COMBAT MANUAL. . $14.95 

THE SCOUT. ... .. .$5.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
SOLDIER. $10.00 

REAL SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE .... $12.95 

WOMEN AT WAR ....$ 6.00 

ALLIED VS AXIS AIRCRAFT. .$6.95 

GERMAN TANK & ANTITANK ......... $12.50 

U.S. SINGLE SHOT MARTIAL PISTOLS . . $ 5.00 

TANKS & ARMORED VEHICLES. $12.95 

U.S. CARTRIDGE COMPANY'S COLLECTION 
OFF-IRE ARMS. .$6.00 


SELF-DEFENSE 

FLEXIBLE WEAPONS . ..... ..$0.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE . . .$ 5.00 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW $12.95 

GET TOUGH .. . .$12.95 

COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS .$5.00 

FIREARMS SELF-DEFENSE $19.95 

ARE YOU A TARGET?* ..... .$ 9.95 

BELOW THE BELT.,.... $14.95 

SAVE YOUR LIFE DEFENSE 

HANDBOOK*. $7 95 

FIGHT FOR YOUR UFE!.. . $ 8.00 


TERRORISM 

LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS . ... $14 95 

HOW TERRORISTS KILL . .$ a.OO 

THE HOSTAGE TAKERS.. . $12.00 

GETAWAY DRIVING TECHNIQUES FOR 

ESCAPE ... .$4.95 

POLITICAL KIDNAPPING.. $ 6 00 


*ND Books. 

**Not Available in Canada. 


WEAPONS 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 1 

THE SUBMACHINE GUN.$10.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 2 

THE HANDGUN.. $10.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 1.$12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 2.. $12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 3.... $12.00 

EXOTIC WEAPONS* ....$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 

AMERICAN UNDERGROUND.$ 6.95 

TM 9-1005-211-12 PISTOL CALIBER 45 AUTO.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE M16 5.56 MM.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-222-35P RIFLE Ml CALIBER 30.$ 5.00 

TM CARBINE CALIBER 30.$ 5.00 

TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL. 30.$ 5.00 

FULL AUTO VOL 1 (AR-15)...$ 4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL. 2 (UZI) .$ 4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL 3 {MAC 10) ..$ 4.95 

QUICK OR DEAD. $12.95 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK... $17.95 


MARTIAL ARTS 

BOOK OF NINJA .....$ 9.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS ... $14.95 

TANG SOO DO.. $ 8.00 

JU-JUTSU & JUDO .. .$ 6.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF TAEKWON DO FORMS_$14.95 


EXPLOSIVES & DEMOLITION 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL. 1 ...$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL. 2 .....$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 3 ..... $14.95 

BOOBYTRAPS..... .$ 8 . 0 o 

HI-LOW BOOM* .. . .$6.00 

OSS SABOTAGE & DEMOLITION MANUAL.$15.95 

THE CHEMISTRY OF POWDER & EXPLOSIVES* $14.95 

ELEMENTS OF EXPLOSIVE PRODUCTION .$ 5.00 

USMC DESTRUCTION BY DEMOLITION .. $14.95 


POLICE SCIENCE 

SWAT TEAM MANUAL. $12.00 

DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TRAINING MANUAL.$14.95 

KILL OR GET KILLED. .... $19.95 

THE DEADLY ROUTINE. $14.95 

TRAINING THE GUNFIGHTER ... ,. $24.95 

D.E.A, NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR S MANUAL .. $50.00 

S.WAT, TACTICS... $10.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS . $19.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 
HANDGUNNING.., $12.95 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

TOTAL RESISTANCE ........ $14.95 

AMBUSH & COUNTER AMBUSH ..$5.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE .... .$6.00 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 

BLOODY IRON....$ 8.95 

COLD STEEL...... $12.95 

BASIC MANUAL OF KNIFE FIGHTING, $5.00 

KNIFE DIGEST. HARD COVER.$12.95 


SNIPING & MARKSMANSHIP 

PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL...$ 8.00 

SNIPING-U.S. MARINE CORPS ... .$7.95 

U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL. . $14.95 


SILENCERS 

SILENCERS FOR HAND FIREARMS. $11.95 

QUIET KILLERS VOL. 1. ,.$ 8.00 

QUIET KILLERS VOL 2 ..... ..$8.00 

SILENCERS, PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL. 1 .. , $12.95 

SILENCERS, PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL. 2 $12.95 

FIREARM SILENCERS VOL 2. $12.95 

SILENCERS, SNIPERS & ASSASSINS..... $17.95 

FOREIGN SILENCER PATENTS , $15.00 


MONEY & FREEDOM 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES . .$4.95 

PRIVACY HOWTO GET IT*. . . .. $14.95 

DON’T BECOME THE VICTIM .$ 6.00 


* 


PALADIN PRESS 
PO BOX 1307— KMJ 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (503) 443-7250 




Send $1 for latest 
PALADIN CATALOG. 

Catalog free with order. 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 1-800-824-7888; 
Ask for Operator #249. Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 


Please send me the following lilies: 


Bill my: □ VISA □ MasterCard Exp. Date 
Card No. _ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY_ 


. STATE 


. ZIP 


_ SUBTOTAL 

Special Summer Discount. Deduct 10% 
from order over $40.00 only. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Please Include 
$3 postage 

— and handling 


TOTAL 
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Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 
No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 



Competition Ammo Blocks 

Create a customized loading plate 
with ammo blocks. 

Five blocks fastened I AM 
to board make a 



30-hole tray 
for only $3.95. 

3 models for Speedloaders 
10-A, DSA, 547. 586-A, PYA, M-3A, and 27-A 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver — > 

• SMITHS WESSON 
.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec.,.44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, 

Security Six, Speed Six 

• DAN WESSON 
.38, .357, .22L.R., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 
.38, .357, .44 Special 


See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Dr., Florence, Ky. 41042 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 




Right behind you 

Butt packs in civilian packing colors like red, orange, yellow and lavender 
have been treasured by their owners for a couple of decades. Now, those who 
don’t want to be seen have a capacious and sturdy camouflaged counterpart to 
the high-visibility models. You can choose from SWAT black or woodland 
pattern for $41.75, or get a catalog of the whole line for $2. Assault Systems , 
Dept. SOF, 869 Horan Dr., St. Louis, MO 63026. 



Three heads are better 

Three projectiles leave the barrel of a .38 Special revolver every time the 
trigger is pulled, when the cylinder is loaded with Multiple Munitions 
Industries’ Multiplex Cartridges. The first bullet is a conventional JHP, and it is 
followed by two blank lead disks. The projectile load totals 250 gr. fired from 
plus-P .38 ammo. Silent Partner, Inc. (Marketing Agent), Gretna, LA 70035. 

Continued on page 104 
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WHEN IT’S A JUNGLE OUT THERE 
(Literally or Otherwise) 

We were skeptical when our designers told us they 
had come up with something more comfortable than 
our T-shirt armor. But they had. In fact their new, cool, 
sleeveless mesh carrier is so wearable it really is suit¬ 
able for the tropics (or for an August afternoon be it 
Baltimore, Beaumont or Bombay). 

Comfort, of course, is only one consideration in select¬ 
ing armor. The other is protection. And you would be 
fully justified in choosing Silent Partner Tropical armor 
on that basis alone, even if it wasn’t the most wearable 
body armor ever built. Like our standard T-shirt armor, 
which made us the envy of the industry, the protection 
is provided, front and back, by nine layers of 31 x 31, 
1000 denier, Zepel-waterproofed Kevlar 29 — the ma¬ 
terial specifically called for by the federal study which 
proposed the national standard for police armor. It’s 
the best soft armor material there is. And the most 
costly. That’s why many manufacturers don’t use it. 
We will use nothing else. And we use more of it — 
12.5% more — than the federal study recommended 
for a standard police vest. 

If you thousands of owners of T-shirt style Silent Part¬ 
ner armor think that sounds a lot like the armor in your 
units, you’re right. In fact, all you need to turn your 
armor into a Tropical model is a Tropical carrier, avail¬ 
able separately. (See order blank below or your local 
Silent Partner dealer.) 


DEALERS 

Silent Partner would like you to join our large and 
growing international network of dealers and dis¬ 
tributors. The initial cost is surprisingly low. We 
actually support our dealers in quantity sales, par¬ 
ticularly to police departments. Write today for 
details (on company letterhead, please!) Address 
inquiries to DEALER INFORMATION DEPT, at 
address on order form. 




Rem. 230 gr. .45 AGP FMC 
Velocity: 836 FPS 
No armor layers penetrated 


S&W 125 gr. .38 Spl. Nyclad 
Velocity: 1,001 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


Fed. 123 gr. 9mm Para. FMC 
Velocity: 1,069 FPS 
Three layers penetrated 


W/W 40 gr. .22 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,210 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 



Here’s a rogue’s gallery of rounds recovered from a 
standard nine-layer SILENT PARTNER insert under 
NILECJ test conditions. (A more detailed report, cov¬ 
ering the full range of rounds tested, comes with your 
armor.) 



| NOW AVAILABLE IN WHITE, BLACK or NAVY 1 

CREDIT CARO ORDERS 
CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 (800) 321-5741 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm CST 

TROPICAL ARMOR 

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 

MAIL TO: 

SILENT PARTNER, INC. 
612-618 THIRD ST. 
GRETNA, LA 70053 

ZIP SIGNATURE 

CARO NO. EXPIRES 

□ AMEX □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK 

(Immediate shipment on Credit Cards and Money Orders! 

Complete 

Units 

(Carrier and 2 
armor panels) 

.& 

o 





TOTAL UNITS 

@ $109.95 each 

$ 


SMALL 

(34-36) 

MEDIUM 

(3840) 

LARGE 

(4244) 

X-LARGE 

(4648) 

La. rw. add 8% to 


Shipping & handling 

5.00 

Extra 
Carriers 
(Mesh shirt 
only) 






TOTAL CARRIERS 

@ $29.95 each 

T~ 

SMALL 

(34-36) 

MEDIUM 

(3840) 

LARGE 

(4244) 

X-LARGE 

(4648) 

TOTAL 

$ 
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H EROES come young in El Salvador. 

Jose Mario Viatoro was the 14-year- 
old aide-de-camp to the Salvadoran Army 
commander of Morazan Province, Lt. Col. 
Jorge Adalberto Cruz. A few days before 
Easter, Mario sacrificed his life defending 
his beloved colonel from communist guer¬ 
rillas. 

Mario hated the communists with a 
vengeance. A year earlier they press- 
ganged him in his home village of 
Cacaotera, along with many other young 
boys and took him to a terrorist school near 
the Honduran border. There Mario suffered 
four months of hunger and heavy-handed 
indoctrination until he was rescued by a 
government offensive that drove the guerril¬ 
las to the hills. 

Col. Cruz was charmed by the cheerful 
child and made Mario his valet. But before 
long, Mario was more than an assistant to 
the humble colonel; he was like a son. 
Mario’s peasant parents were poor, so Col. 
Cruz bought him shoes, clothes, books and 
sent him to a real school where kids do not 
learn Marxist-Leninist terrorism, but math, 
science, Spanish and good citizenship. 

The SOF team met Mario last August and 
was immediately smitten too. The spunky 
kid became a big fan of the magazine, and 
we lavished all sorts of souvenirs on him: 
patches, stickers, knives, T-shirts, etc. But 
the item Mario treasured most was SOF’s 
January ’84 issue: A photo of him sporting 
an M16 appeared on page 70. The weapon 
was not just for show, however. Mario 
would accompany his colonel in the field 
whenever he could. And, indeed, he did 
during Easter vacation. 

A couple of days before Good Friday, the 
guerrillas fiercely attacked Morazan’s 
second-largest town, Jocoro. Col. Cruz 
astutely recognized it was a diversion in the 
guerrilla plans to attack the provincial capi¬ 
tal, San Francisco Gotera, and he personally 
led a battalion, with Mario at his side, to 
engage the principal threat: an insurgent 
column of some 500 men. Cruz’s convoy 
was ambushed. Everyone bailed out of the 
vehicles and bolted for cover. Everyone that 
is but Mario. He defiantly stood his ground 
in the middle of an intense crossfire and 
blazed magazine after magazine in full auto. 

“Get down!’’ a soldier screamed. But 
Mario refused, 

“It’s better they kill me than you, my 
colonel,” Mario shouted to Cruz. 

Finally, a bullet crashed into the back of 
Mario’s head and lodged in his jaw. The 
young soldier was dead. However, his brav¬ 
ery gave the soldiers enough time to beat 
back the ambushers. The guerrillas* designs 
on Gotera were frustrated. 

Virtually all the residents of Cacaotera 
attended the funeral of their native son in the 
crumbling local church. It was a sad, but 
inspiring affair. Col. Cruz summed up the 
feelings of most there as the small coffin 
was lowered into the ground. 

“Mario is an example for us all. Mario 
was very young, but despite his age he saw 


MOURNING 

MARIO 

The Good Die Young 

by Steve Salisbury 



ABOVE: SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown and Mario during August ’83 SOF 
trip to Morazan. Photo: Ralph Edens 
RIGHT: This photograph of Mario 
appeared in SOF’s January ’84 issue, which 
became Mario’s most treasured possession. 
Photo: Ralph Edens 


the evil of communism and had the courage 
to die fighting it,” Cruz remarked. 

If only the U.S. Congress had Mario’s 
courage, maybe there would be peace in El 
Salvador now.^ 
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EDITORIAL 

ELECTION 84: 

; Intelligence Outlook 

by Karl Phaler 

T WO months ago SOF looked at the prospects for the 
armed forces after the coming presidential election in 
light of the records of Carter and Reagan. (Ronald Reagan 
won’t change, and Fritz Mondale has voiced no disagree¬ 
ment with these aspects of Carter’s record.) The same 
historical record is useful to predict the likely future of 
intelligence programs in either a Democratic or Republi¬ 
can administration after 1984. 

As with the armed forces, attitudes toward the intelli¬ 
gence community at the beginning of the Carter adminis¬ 
tration contrast strongly with the approach taken by 
Reagan. Nowhere is this better seen than in the Director of 
Central Intelligence (DCI) chosen by each, and the impact 
of that choice on the Central Intelligence Agency. 

1. Carter 1977: Sorenson, the Admiral, and HUMINT 
suicide. 

A danger signal burst like a star shell in the early days of 
Carter’s administration with his nomination of Ted Soren¬ 
son to head the CIA. Sorenson, who sat out the Korean 
War as a conscientious objector (one of Carter’s favorite 
types — remember his first presidential act was to pardon 
the “resisters”), had later misused classified materials for 
private purposes after his stint with Kennedy. About the 
only positive thing to be said for Sorenson as a prospective 
DCI was his creation of Sen. Edward Kennedy’s press 
release after Chappaquidick, considered by many to be a 
masterpiece of disinformation. Even the U. S. Senate, at 
the height of the post-Watergate folly, was unable to sto¬ 
mach such a completely inappropriate choice for DCI. 

What we got, in the end, was probably much worse. 
After the Senate’s rejection of Sorenson, Carter nomin¬ 
ated Adm. Stansfield Turner for the DCI slot. Turner, an 
academy classmate of Carter’s, had no special qualifica¬ 
tions for the post other than his uniform. The inadequacy 
of Turner’s previous training and Carter’s policies quickly 
became clear. 

As any intelligence administrator can tell you, about 
half of the product of any intelligence agency is derived 
from “open” sources such as newspapers, broadcasts and 
other information. The greater part of the rest is technical 
intelligence derived from satellite surveillance, com¬ 
munications monitoring and intercept, and other techni¬ 
cal means of collection. Only about 10 percent of intelli¬ 
gence collection involves the classic sort of reliance on 
human agents, or HUMINT. The importance of HUMINT, 
however, is far greater than its proportion would indicate. 

While technical means of collection can indicate what 
types and amounts of weapons are available in a given 
area, only HUMINT can offer insights as to what an oppo¬ 
nent may be planning to do with the hardware we know he 
has. In a sense, HUMINT is the glue holding together the 
masses of unrelated data gathered by technical means of 
collection, and is often the only means of making sense of 
the information already in our possession. 

HUMINT collection, covert action and similar intelli¬ 
gence capabilities, however, were contrary to the Carter- 
Mondale overseas agenda as executed by Cyrus Vance at 
the State Department. The overt part of the Carter- 
Mondale foreign policy was a strong emphasis on “human 
rights” (a program for kicking your friends while they are 
down) and “liberation from the obsessive fear of commun¬ 
ism” (a program that assumes if we hope the Soviets will 
be nice, they will). The unspoken agenda clearly was de¬ 


signed to preclude our doing anything useful in case the 
overt programs proved to be, as they did, national-security 
disasters. 

In support of the Carter-Mondale program, Adm. Tur¬ 
ner fired more than 600 of the most experienced field 
operatives in the Agency, in one fell swoop destroying 
almost all of our HUMINT and covert-action capability 
and) thereby, inflicting the most extensive damage possi¬ 
ble on ourselves. While this astounded our friends, it must 
have occasioned great glee in the Kremlin. 

The results were most clearly seen in Iran. After “hu¬ 
man rights” (and stunning ineptitude) had brought down 
the Shah, and the Ayatollah had seized of our hostages, 
the United States of America possessed not one single 
agent in place in Iran. This absolute absence of intelli¬ 
gence was a major obstacle in efforts to free the hostages. 

With intelligence agencies already crippled by over¬ 
broad Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) reporting re¬ 
quirements and excessive Congressional oversights, the 
Turner destruction of HUMINT/covert action capabilities 
finished the Carter-Mondale ruin of America’s intelligence 
community. 

2. Reagan 1981: Casey, CIA, and rebuilding HUMINT 
capability. 

By the time Reagan took office, even Carter had at last 
come to see the Soviet Empire for what it is. The choice of 
William Casey to head the CIA, with his WWII OSS 
background, long-standing involvement in intelligence 
matters, and personal access to the president, under¬ 
scored Reagan’s appreciation for what had been done to 
the CIA. With the backing of private groups such as the 
Association of Former Intelligence Officers, efforts to limit 
Freedom-of-Information-Act access to intelligence files 
and reduce the number of “oversight” committees were 
begun in the Congress, while Casey undertook to reestab¬ 
lish community capabilities. 

It has, of course, been a rocky, uphill path. Intelligence 
files are not adequately protected against disclosure, 
causing foreign sources to hesitate to share information 
with us. The Congressional oversight process continues to 
be abused for partisan political gain, to the advantage of 
the Soviets, and even recruitment of bright young people 
will not overcome the “experience gap” deliberately cre¬ 
ated by the last administration. Finally, successful efforts 
remain (as they should) unseen, while programs exposed 
to the press, such as the Nicaraguan “mining,” die in a 
blare of global anti-American publicity orchestrated by 
the Mighty Red Wurlitzer in Moscow. (The mines were 
only a real threat to “fishing boats” loaded with El Salva¬ 
dor-bound munitions and explosives. This impediment to 
the export of subversion was the true reason for commun¬ 
ist outrage.) 

3. Prospects for the Intelligence Community after 1984. 

Perhaps Walter Mondale has learned from Carter’s dis¬ 
aster, and understands the vital necessity of an effective 
intelligence capability in all areas. He has not displayed 
such understanding, but any Democrat on the primary 
trail necessarily plays to the hard left of the party, with its 
inordinate influence in the nominating process. The true 
test will come after the conventions are over, when each 
candidate must reach for the center. 

This fall Mondale will unveil his plans for maintenance 
of our national security. Along with a detailed military 
strategy (other than cancellation of most weapons pro¬ 
grams), there will be a Democratic program for the intelli¬ 
gence community. The contents of this program, includ¬ 
ing the policies to be established and the persons who will 
be chosen to implement them, are matters of the gravest 
importance for every American. Every concerned voter 
must study the alternatives offered by each candidate this 
fall, and the determination as to which offers greater 
protection for our nation should play a large part in the 
electoral choice. We owe our country, and our continued 
freedom, nothing less. ^ 
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SOF MOVIES 


Apocalypse in America 


SOF Looks at Milius’ 
New Movie 




BELOW: Mock-up of Soviet 
Mi-24 Hind lands during hunt 
for insurgents. 


KOiMEB « F rORTFNE 


by SOF Staff 
























M ILITARY strategists have often dis¬ 
cussed the repercussions of a com¬ 
munist takeover of Central America. One 
worst-case scenario has the Soviet Union 
training Cubans and Nicaraguans in the 
offensive use of advanced weapons such as 
the MiG 25 and the T-72 tank. 


the main invasion force. The theory is that a 
lightning attack on the U.S. mainland from 
Mexico and over the Bering Sea 
simultaneously would present the 
government with a de factd foothold on 


U.S. soil. Preceding the attack is a Soviet 
surgical nuclear strike. The United States 
retaliates but the reposte is deflected by a 
Soviet ABM system that exists because of a 
weak-willed Democratic administration. 



In Red Dawn , a new film written and 
produced by John Milius (author of Apo¬ 
calypse Now — see “SOF 
Interviews John Milius,” 

September ’80), the 
reality is worse 
than the 

nightmare. The •-—-' 

Soviets, having 

made strategic 

gains in Central 

America, decide that 

the time is ripe to 

mount a conventional 

invasion of the United . jff 

States. Through a lack of f-1h 

resolve on the part on the 

U.S. government, the Soviets have 

been allowed to strengthen the 

military machines of its clients to the 


point where they neutralize U.S. allies in 
the area and become a threat to the United 
States itself. 

Having learned a lesson during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, the Soviets do not again risk 
raising the specter of nuclear war by 
building a large presence in Central 
America. Instead., they use their proxies as 
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LEFT: Cuban uarNirn^-J nnnpn 
pill- out of trumman deered tar 
during assault on Calumet. 
KELOYV: Surprise! Soviet 
tankers steal pi ink- basket 
from “innocent” girl. It 
explodes inside T-72, 


i. 






















Cuban airborne 
commander angrily 
surveys soldiers 
killed during 
ambush. 

According to the plan, well-trained Cen¬ 
tral American troops would make up the 
southern invasion force while regular Soviet 
shock troops cross the Bering Sea. Once a 
foothold has been established, 60 Soviet 
divisions would reinforce the Cubans and 
Nicaraguans. Such a conflict would stay 
conventional. Presumably, the United 
States would be reluctant to use tactical 
nuclear weapons on their own soil. 

The story takes place at the foothills of 
the Rockies. The sleepy town of Calumet is 
selected by the invaders as the site of an 
airborne assault to secure a strategic pass. 
Startled townspeople encounter RPG and 
automatic-weapons fire. There is no escape. 
Many are slaughtered; the rest rounded up 
and placed in detention camps. 

During the attack, a group of children 
reluctantly leave their parents and escape 
into the mountains. Jed Eckert (Pat 
Swayze), Matt Eckert (Charles Sheen) and 
Erica Mason (Lea Thompson) form a guer¬ 
rilla group, known as the Wolverines after 
their high-school football team, and harass 
the Cuban garrison until a special anti¬ 
partisan unit commanded by COL Strelni- 
kov (William Smith) is brought in to hunt 
and kill the children. Having learned their 
.commando skills by trial and error, the kids 
gladly accept the assistance of an F-15 pilot 
(Powers Booth) shot down by the Soviets. 

After being hunted down by troops and 
helicopters, the kids realize that they are 
outclassed by the Russian partisan hunt.er. 
They must destroy Strelnikov or die. They 
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succeed, but lose many of their numbers in 
doing so. In the end, the survivors cross into 
the U.S.-controlled Free Zone. 

John Milius decided to make this film as 
realistic as possible, but given the subject 
matter, this was no easy task. Because 
Soviet weapons and equipment are difficult 
to obtain, MGM studios had to make 
copies. Necessarily, they are not exact rep¬ 
licas, but as a whole, they are good. 

One rarely seen item is the Soviet 
camouflage airborne smock. Milius 
obtained one and made exact copies from it. 
No problem with them. 

The Mi-24 Hind attack helicopter is a 
different story. Unobtainable outside of the 
Soviet bloc, Milius had no choice but to 
attempt a complete conversion. Clay 
Wright, creator of the helicopter in Blue 
T/iunder (see ‘'Blue Thunder,” SOF, Octo¬ 
ber ’83), took three French Puma helicop¬ 
ters rented from a Louisiana oil company 
and fitted them with pylons and false hull 
sections to re-create the Hind. In the movie, 
the Hinds are used by the Russian counterin¬ 
surgency unit to track the children through 
the mountains. There are a few problems 
with the Hind replica, most notably four 
rotor blades instead of five. The air intakes 
are a bit flat and the rear wheels protrude too 
far to the side. But if one were shooting at 
you, you probably wouldn’t notice the dif¬ 
ference. Excitement is going to cover a lot 
of little irregularities. 

The T-72 tank is a precise replica: so 
precise, in fact, that while it was being 


carted around Los Angeles, two CIA agents 
followed it to the studio and wanted to know 
where it came from. 

Taking an M48 chassis — not far-fetched 
considering the Soviets probably copied 
their MBT chassis from the U.S. M48 — 
studio shops built copies of the Russian 
tank. Designers moved the engine to allow 
room for the large Fiberglass turret. The 
125mm gun is steel and fiberglass, and 
closely resembles the new Soviet gun. Laser 
rangefinders and smoke tubes round out this 
fine mock-up of the T-72. 

You might think that an RPG would be 
easy to get hold of. Not so — federal laws 
forbid their use, so working replicas are 
needed. The RPG-7s in the film are working 
models, and they look good. The optical 
sight is a bit bulky but the overall configura¬ 
tion of the weapon is close to the deadly 
original. 

DShK-38 12.7mm machine guns are a 
different story. Impossible to get and expen¬ 
sive to fire, the Dashika in the film was 
converted by Stembridge Gun Rentals from 
an M60. The Soviet-style muzzle nut and 
the receiver mock-up successfully imper¬ 
sonate a machine gun, but not a K-38. The 
barrel is too thin and the skinny front post 
sight isn’t close to the real thing. Firing 
rounds enclosed in an ammo box cleverly 
disguises the true caliber, but the feed 
mechanism is a dead giveaway. 

Red Dawn seriously attempts realism. 
Milius spent $17 million trying to give the 
American public a taste of what Soviet 
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UPON THIS ROCK 

John Milius has never hesitated to go 
out on a limb with his movies. His latest 
project. Red Dawn , is no exception. 

The screenwriter of Apocalypse Now ; 
Dirty Harry, Conan the Barbarian and 
Jeremiah Johnson (among others) is 
somewhat of an anomaly in Hollywood. 
He is politically conservative and very 
outspoken about it. Although the Holly¬ 
wood of the ’80s (like the rest of the 
country) is more conservative than it was 
10 years ago, Milius still gets panned by 
liberal reviewers, who consider him a 
dangerous man. 

Red Dawn is intensely patriotic, and 
Milius realizes that it will probably be 
called militaristic and paranoid. After 
all, the movie shows World War III 
America—a world where typical Amer¬ 
ican kids learn that the only way to sur¬ 
vive is to kill their enemies. They be¬ 
come very proficient guerrillas, and go 
about the countryside, striking wherever 
they can at the Russian invaders (in some 
ways they are very much like the mujahi¬ 
deen in Afghanistan). 

Milius has always celebrated the self- 
sufficiency of the American character. 
“From the time you’re bom, at least in 
my generation, you were always taught 
to go out on your own, to fend for your¬ 
self,'’he said in an SOF interview (see 
SOF, September ’80). “You want the 
pleasure and pride of knowing that what¬ 
ever you did, you did by yourself.’’ 

Most of Milius’s characters are rug¬ 
ged individualists like Dirty Harry, Con¬ 
an or Jeremiah Johnson. Milius believes 
that Americans have always admired the 
loner, who, like Daniel Boone, lives by 
his own word. Not surprisingly, Milius’ 
favorite movie is The Seven Samurai, 
the classic Japanese film which explores 
the nature of duty, honor and personal 
courage. 

In Red Dawn, Milius’ characters, like 
Samurai, learn that their souls are only 
as good as the steel of their swords. They 
maintain a sense of loyalty to their be¬ 
liefs and to their friends, and in the end 
some of them escape because of their 
own efforts. The epitaph, which is seen 
on the plaque at the end of the movie, 
“Guerrillas, mostly children, put the 
names of their dead upon this rock .., 
they died here so that this nation shall not 
perish from the earth,” reflects Milius’ 
belief that in the end individual efforts 
will decide the fate of our civilization. 


weaponry, tactics and occupation practices 
are all about. 

Liberal critics will howl about Reagan’s 
deleterious effect on the creative arts and 
scream that Red Dawn is unabashed saber- 
rattling propaganda. It sounds like our kind 
of movie. 

Red Dawn opens across the country on 17 
August.^ 



Suspecting trouble 
from deserted 
house, guerrillas 
fire RPG round 
through it. 



Captured RPG is 
used effectively by 
young guerrillas. 
Here they wait to 
ambush >Soviet 
column. 



Turning the tables. 
Captured Dashika is 
used during 
commando raid on 
Cuban base. 


SEPTEMBER 84 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Sf 























SOF VIETNAM 

PIPESTONE 

CANYON 

Summertime in ’Nam and the Dyin’ Was Easy 

by Paul Blose 

Photos courtesy of Department of Defense 



I T was a hot, sticky, muggy day, the 20th 
ofMay, 1969. We rose before sunup and 
rechecked our gear for the last time, then 
saddled up and went to mess for what every¬ 
one was calling the Last Supper. Afterward, 
we stood in silence in the giant compound. 
The order came down to line up in single 
file. We had rehearsed three days earlier, 
even the sweep up to the first river. This was 
the Real McCoy: Operation Pipestone Can¬ 
yon was on. 1 Corps was red hot. 

We left the compound, locked and 
loaded, and followed the trail to the large 
open field. There we spread out in fire-team 
wedges to sweep the area. As we moved 
rnfo the field, booby traps began to explode. 
Three days before there'd been none. Nick, 


Moving out — Marine dashes to new 
position during enemy attack. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Paul Blose served in 2nd Bat., 1st 
Marines as a coiporal during Operaiton 
Pipestone Canyon.This was just one of 
many actions experienced by Golf Com¬ 
pany during June and July of 1969, 


Rochne, Santa Maria and 1 were a little 
edgy. But Nick was the best point man in the 
whole platoon, and we knew it. Midway 
across, off to our left, a Marine had tripped 
another frag. It was my friend Panoke from 


Boston, on his way back to the world. He 
gave me a big smile, waved goodbye and 
told me not to worry. 

We crossed the field to the tree-line. The 
trees were shaped like a teepee, crossing 
each other at the top. Nick went in first. He 
screamed, “Frag!’ 

Boom! 

We yelled, “Corpsman Up.” In a flash. 
Doc Taylor was there. We had to go in to 
pull Nick out from the tree and bushes he 
was tangled up in. Rochne had a piece of 
shrapnel in his arm but was all right other¬ 
wise. Santa Maria had caught pieces in his 
forehead that ripped his head open above the 
eye. We put Nick on a poncho and ran him 
back to the battalion first-aid center we’d 
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started from. For an op that was only an 
hour or so old, there were a lot of guys 
who’d been hit and were being treated. 

On our return , we ran into a mortar attack 
and fire fight. We went through the tree¬ 
line, down the gully, across the stream and 
up an embankment, and found our guys 
holed up in front of us. After calling in artie 
and an air strike, we continued sweeping to 
the first river. We swept and counterswept 
for a few days, making sure we had gotten 
everything. I still don’t know whether the 
enemy or the insects — leeches, centipedes 
and mosquitoes — were worse. 

One morning when we saddled up we 
were told to wade out to sweep a couple of 
tiny islands. Walking through waist-high 
water with no cover in clear daylight was 
not my idea of a nice sunny stroll, but it had 
to be done. We’d swept half of one island 
when I started to scream. I writhed on the 
ground, then stood up and ripped my clothes 
off. Everyone thought I’d been sniped. I 


pleaded with the guys, “Get it off! Get it 
off!” 

Doc Freedman cut the huge centipede 
from me and gave me a shot. My whole 
back swelled up, my legs were puffy and I 
had a high fever within a minute. I remem¬ 
ber saddling up in a daze and walking back 
through the water. 

I was supposed to stay off the line that 
night. We were dug in along the river bank. 
On the other side was a forest from which 
we were being mortared. They kept firing 
RPG rounds into our positions, their heavy 
machine guns and small-arms fire ripping 
up and down our lines. As things got heavy 
and everyone else was on line, I felt like an 
idiot lying there. So I grabbed my rifle and 
flak jacket, and joined the fun. Positions all 
around me were getting direct hits; corps- 
men were everywhere. 

M60 gunner lays down cover fire in 
preparation for assault. 


We stayed up all night and blew the place 
off the map. Although B-52s had pounded 
the forest for two weeks straight, we still 
had to call in artie. Afterward, Puff came in 
and ripped the place apart, then jets rock¬ 
eted it. At sunup it looked like Verdun after 
the battle: desolate and leveled, crispy crit¬ 
ters all around, real Indian Country. 

I felt better. The fever had broken, and 
adrenalin was keeping me alert. We were all 
up for a fight: face-to-face. How would we 
show? “Kick ass and take names” was the 
order of the day. It was a free fire zone at its 
best. 

Under heavy cover fire from Puff and 
several Cobra gun ships, we slipped into 
chest-deep water and waded across into no- 
man’s-land. Our adrenalin was still flowing 
from last night’s contact, and we were 
aching for a fight. 

It was the hottest day of the year so far — 
1 or 2 June 1969. The official report was 
112 degrees in the shade, and that was no 
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exaggeration. Besides casualties from the 
enemy and booby traps, we were taking lots 
of them from heat. 

As soon as we crossed, we assembled 
into a straight sweep line. It took half an 
hour before the entire multi-battalion man¬ 
euver was accomplished and we were ready 
to go. The command came loud and clear: 
“Move Out!” 

We advanced into a hellish day I will 
always remember. 

We walked into the forest. All the trees 
were tom to hell, and there were huge shell 
craters and black-powder bums as far as the 
eye could see — complete devastation. The 
stench of sulfur and bumt-up crispy critters 
was stifling. 

It was smoot/i sailing for the first klick or 
so—until we broke into an open field about 
half a klick long. Midway in the field lay a 
small dirt dike, and directly in front of my 
position on line at the dike stood a small 
pagoda. About halfway to the dike, with our 
whole line exposed, it suddenly began to 
rain lead. The NVA opened up from the far 
tree-line: automatic weapons, small arms, 
mortars and RPGs. Dirt kicked up all 
around us. Thank God they were shooting 
low! We ran for the dike and took cover. Off 
to my left, I saw our jeep approaching. It 
took a direct hit from an RPCi, the jeep and 


Marine squad leader scans area for snipers 
while radioman awaits instructions. 


its crew flying into pieces. I heard the famil¬ 
iar call, “Corpsman Up!”, in several diffe¬ 
rent places. 

We were trapped, pinned down tight with 
nowhere to go. I finally realized that my 
buddy, Harold Nunley, and I were in bad 
trouble. We weren’t protected by the 
embankment, but behind the pagoda. Only 
three small steps stood between us and all 
the fire coming our way. 

The NVA sprayed the top of the dike 
randomly, not really aiming at anything un¬ 
less men came into sight. They must have 
thought there were several people behind 
the pagoda because they concentrated their 
fire there. I could hear the lead whizz past 
my head with a cracking sound. I was drip¬ 
ping wet with sweat. The top step was chip¬ 
ping away, little pieces hitting my helmet 
and face. I thought I was going to buy the 
farm that day. I tried to lift myself up to 
return fire, but the cracking of the rounds 
scared hell out of me. 

Nunley lay on the ground with his body 
up against the pagoda. His head, arms and 
weapon were off to the right in the form of 
an L. He was cranking rounds off, but the 


ground was higher on my side, and even 
lying flat I was exposed. I decided to raise 
my rifle over the top step and pump some 
lead back at the tree-line. Enemy fire was 
still heavy. 

Nunley turned toward me and said, 
“Come on, Blose, let’s give it to them.” 

Immediately, we both rose to one knee 
and started placing well-aimed rounds. The 
NVA were well concealed. I really couldn’t 
see much except trees. After spending a few 
magazines, I saw a gleam against a tree — 
maybe a belt buckle. I pumped three well- 
aimed shots, and it disappeared. We had 
been bogged down on this dike for nearly 
two hours. 

Now, at about 1400 hours, artillery was 
pulled off the more heavily hit units to sup¬ 
port us, and it hit that tree-line with every¬ 
thing we had. After the barrage lifted, the 
quiet lasted a long while. 

The order came to advance. But as we got 
up, their fire resumed as heavily as before. I 
couldn’t believe it. How had they lived 
through such an intense artillery barrage? 

Skipper Adams had probably said to him¬ 
self that enough was enough. He proceeded 
to get on the hook and call in an air strike. A 
few minutes later, the sky above us sudden¬ 
ly thundered. I looked up and saw two Phan¬ 
toms at treetop level pass directly overhead. 
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I could have reached up and touched them. 
Two Cobra gunships came in behind and 
made several passes over the tree-line with 
their miniguns. The Phantoms swooped 
down, spitting rounds and dropping their 
payloads. It made Apocalypse Now look 
like a Mickey Mouse parade. The heat from 
the napalm was so intense and so close that I 
thought I’d pass out. We must have lain 
there for 40 minutes before we began our 
advance. 

The blazing fire in the trees was almost 
out. As we entered the tree-line, I moved 
toward where I’d seen the gleam. A crispy 
critter lay there with his insides bubbling 
out. He had about seven holes in him, so I 
really don’t know if I got him. In the middle 
of the tree-line, we found a series of con¬ 
necting bunkers and tunnels, all destroyed. 
We had 15 confirmed kills and many blood 
trails leading away from us. 

After our search, we continued down the 
slope of the opposite side of the tree-line. 
Directly in front of us a huge Vietnamese 
graveyard stretched out for about half a 
mile. When we reached the chest-high 


Marine riflemen trade fire with NVA 
snipers. 


grave mounds, LT Brooks cautioned us to 
watch out for booby traps and suicide 
squads. 

When we walked in between the mounds, 
Padia was point to our left, I was point 
center, and Lomax was point to our right. 
About three or four graves in, I heard a snap 
as I caught my trouser leg on an outgrowth. 

Padia screamed, “Look out, Blose!” 

I thought I had tripped a booby trap. I fell 
flat on my face and asked Jesus to spare the 
others and just take me. I had seen too many 
traps go off; there isn’t time to do anything 
to protect yourself. 1 waited a few seconds 
and nothing happened, so I rolled back to¬ 
ward my squad. 

By now, Padia was firing directly into the 
grave. Roach came up and yelled, “Let me 
have a frag. Someone give me a frag!’’ 

I tossed him one and drew back behind the 
grave. He pulled the pin, yelled “Fire in the 
hole!” and lobbed it. We all hit the deck. 


Boom! 

I got up and went around to take a look. 
There were two dead NVA, one with an 
RPG, the other with an AK-47. They both 
had dried blood on them. They had been hit 
before and either couldn’t make their get¬ 
away or had been ordered to stay behind to 
hold us up. The man with the AK-47 had his 
finger on the depressed trigger of a fully 
loaded weapon: The noise I’d heard was the 
sound of his AK-47 jamming when he 
pulled the trigger to blow me away. Thank 
God for big blessings — AK-47s don’t 
usually jam. 

The frag had blown open one man’s fore¬ 
head, and I saw his brain slowly slip out, 
down his face and into his lap. After we 
finished going through their pockets and 
gear, we were ordered to bury them on the 
spot, before the stench of death accumu¬ 
lated. 

We were only halfway through the day. I 
wondered what lay beyond the graves in 
front of us. 

(To be continued.) 
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SOF T&E 

GETTING 

AHEAD 

Innovative Field Exercise 
Requires Brains and Brawn 

Text & Photos by Jake Jatras 



4 4 CJOME guys will do anything to get a 
little head!” Don Clark of Alecto 
Group chuckled as he began the briefing for 
“Operation Headhunter.” The mission: 
Find and bring back seven six-pound bags 
(heads) filled with sand, using only ingenui¬ 
ty and natural objects. The heads were hid¬ 
den along a four-mile course through rocky, 
wooded terrain. 

It was a tough task for those aspiring to be 
awarded the special Alecto “Headhunter” 
patch. For the unique test of skill each indi¬ 
vidual was required to have the following 
gear: LC-1 harness, compass, knife, rappel 
gear, extra rope (150’), snap links, para¬ 
chute cord and a pistol with ammunition. 

Although no shooting was involved, the 
pistol was an important piece of equipment. 
Each man was on his own, and if injured (a 
real possibility in this type of exercise) 
would have to fire three rounds to signal for 
help. Many of the guys took no chances and 


Alecto’s Shogun, Don Clark, set up 
“Headhunter,” thereby saving himself from 
having to run the grueling course. (That’s 
why he’s smiling!) 

carried spare ammunition. 

One could also carry any equipment he 
felt was useful. Many opted for a spare 
knife, tape, gloves and first-aid items. 

At 0700 the operation began. Time was 
important, but one still had to find and bring 
in his heads first. It was estimated that it 
would take around one-and-a-half to two 
hours for each man to complete the hunt; 
therefore, entrants were spaced about a half 
hour apart. 

Each man was led to a path cut in the 
woods. His time was recorded, and he 
started off. After about 15 minutes, he could 
spot the first set of heads hanging from a 
rope suspended over a 40-foot-deep ravine 
that was 60 feet wide. 


He had to hook up and hand-over-hand 
out to the center, draw his knife and cut the 
head, then attach it to his gear. The catch 
was in getting off the rope. If he went all the 
way across the ravine, he couldn’t touch the 
ground: Getting unhooked was almost im¬ 
possible. The solution was to go back to a 
tree, unhook, then climb down. No breaks 
on this course! 

Once down to terra firma, he had to find a 
marker that gave a compass reading and the 
approximate distance to the next head. If he 
missed a marker, he could be in real trouble: 
Getting lost meant losing time. Once the 
marker (a paper plate staked to the ground) 
was found, the hunter could stand over it 
and take his reading. 

The next head was just hanging around, 
about seven feet off the ground — straight 
up. More than one chap missed these han¬ 
gers — here and later in the course — even 
though the designers considered them 
“easy.” 

Off across a field toward an abandoned 
farm house lay the next marker. It took a 
dash through some thick woods and across a 
creek to find the next head — again in a tree. 

The first tree head had been reachable 
after a short climb, but this one was about 12 
feet — straight up. Solution: Strap a knife to 
a fallen branch, reach up and cut it down. 
Sure beats climbing! Individuals were en¬ 
couraged to use their wits to bring ’em back 
throughout the course. 

Bob Lanoha*thought ahead (no pun in¬ 
tended) and toted two small packs to stash 
his heads in. He also carried a roll of tape, 
which came in handy. Instead of fumbling 
around, trying to tie his knife on a branch to 
get the high prize, he simply taped it to the 
branch and was off, trophy tucked in pack, 
in minutes. 

Standing over one marker and taking a 
reading, the hunter faced a 175-foot cliff. If 
he squinted, he could make out a huddle of 
heads suspended halfway down the sheer 
sandstone from a high point of the cliff. No 
one said it would be easy. 

After a 75-foot rappel, the hunter had to 
hang on, cut off the head, attach it to himself 
— somehow — and then proceed to the 
bottom. The next sandy cephalon rested out 
in the water, hanging from an iron bar. The 
short wade out was a welcome relief from 
the heat, since temps stayed around the cen¬ 
tury mark with humidity to match. 

Gary Parks was happy he had a spare 
knife in his kit. After rappelling down the 
cliff and wading out to the next group of 
heads, he discovered that he had lost his 
blade somehow. (Maybe that tumble at the 
bottom of the cliff had helped.) 

But once you have one problem solved, 
another soon creeps up. In this case, a paper 
plate attached to the stand in the water in¬ 
formed weary troops that they should now 
follow yellow markers. Yellow? That 
struck a familiar note. Most hunters had 
already spotted them back on top of the 
cliff. Now it was back up the hill with a 
pleasant rock climb thrown in. Nice touch! 

Tracking the yellow markers eventually 
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led the hunter back to a small lake with a 
boat on the shore. From the boat he could 
see another yellow marker on a rock face on 
the far side — up the creek, but at least with 
the paddle! 

After a quick row back to the bank, the 
weary hunter had only a short quarter-mile 
sprint to the finish line and a cool brew. 

The winning time was turned in by John 
Popejoy: one hour and 47 minutes with a 
bag of all seven heads. More than one en¬ 
trant missed one. 

Headhunting requires the skills of a sea¬ 
soned combat troop, plus the ability to think 
through the situations presented. Light¬ 
weights need not apply. If you think you're 
up to it, drop Alecto a line (Alecto, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 253, Elkhom, NE 68022). 
Go for it! 



The Alecto Group patch. Alecto was one of 
the Furies of Greek mythology; Group 
members earn their colors,... 


SNOOPIN’ & POOPIN’ 

The Alecto Group is hardly your aver¬ 
age gun club. They hold pistol, rifle and 
shotgun matches, each with a unique 
flavor and spirit. 

The day before “Headhunter,** a 
man-versus-man shotgun match was on 
the menu. Of course, propping a 2x4 
behind one of the opponent’s steel 
knockdowns was acceptable. In one 
contest the “start” signal was a poke in 
the ass with a Gerber knife. What’s a 
little blood? 

Night around the group’s camp can 
also yield some fun. The area for the 
night exercise is located in an old quarry. 
It’s near a resort lake that’s surrounded 
by cabins, tourists and college kids out 
to drain kegs of beer. 

At 2100 Alecto’s “Snoopin* & 
Poopin’ ” exercise began. Just a creep 
through the woods looking for a party — 
or an innocent crowd in a cabin. See how 
close you can get and check out the ac¬ 
tion. No prisoners! 

It was a slow night. Not much action 
party wise, but a nice herd of Armenian 
black-faced sheep (Falkland war 
brides). Pick the wool off yourcammies, 
guys 

Ne Conjuge Nobiscum is Alecto’s 
motto. You Latin scholars can translate 
that one! — Jake Jatras 



Gary Parks reaches to cut down his head on 
the first encounter in “Headhunter.” 



Winner John Popejoy tied his knife to a 
long branch and cut off the head hanging in 
this tree. Climbing after a two-mile hike 
through the woods in 100-degree temps 
proved to be slower than using your own 
head. 



A rappel was necessary to get at the heads 
hung over this cliff. 



Headhunters had to wade for one of their 
trophies. 



Ralph Serratore musters a small grin after 
completing his hunt. The heads could be 
carried in any way possible. 
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AFGHAN SIT-REP 


HARASSING 
THE BEAR 

New Afghan Tactics Stall 

Soviet Victory 


Text & Photos by David C. Isby 



Captured Soviet pistols are a favorite 
with mujahideen. Shown here is 
7.62mm Tokarev TT-33. 


T HERE is no marker at Peshawar Air¬ 
port to commemorate that it was 
where, in May 1960, Francis Gary Powers 
took off in his CIA U-2 reconnaissance 
plane to fly into both the pages of history 
and the flight path of a Soviet surface-to- 
air missile. The U-2s no longer visit the 
Soviets. As our airliner touched down with 
a satisfying squeak of the tires, we saw the 
Pakistanis were ready in case the Soviets 
ever decide to come visiting in return. 

Two-plane elements of bright, silver F-6 
Farmers (Chinese-built MiG-19s) in the 
markings of the Number 23 Squadron, 
Pakistan Air Force, roar in and out on 
training missions or wait, fueled and 
armed, on the alert pad at the end of the 
runway. An orderly line of 1950s-vintage 
F-86 Sabre jet fighters stand silently next 
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to the runway, rather than in the F-6’s 
concrete revetments. Their wing spars 
have cracked from old age and they no 
longer fly. Around the airport perimeter, 
the 100th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment 
(Composite) waits for the day of the MiG, 
with only old Chinese Type 63 twin 
37mm antiaircraft guns in sandbagged 
pits. Their French-built Crotale surface-to- 
air missile launchers are camouflaged 
away from interested eyes. 

Peshawar Airport is where the Afghani- 
stan War begins. Soldier of Fortune had 
sent the Scarlet Major and myself to report 
on the fifth year of the Soviet Union’s 
long-playing atrocity. The Scarlet Major is 
my friend Karen McKay, executive direc¬ 
tor of the Washington-based Committee 
for a Free Afghanistan, a major in the U.S. 
Army Reserve, and a professional in un¬ 
conventional warfare where I am a de¬ 
voted amateur. Only I am rude enough to 
call her the Scarlet Major. 

If there is any country in the world that is 
between a rock and a hard place, it is 
Pakistan. If for any reason Pakistan could 
no longer shelter its three million Afghan 
refugees or cracked down on the activities 
of the Afghan groups headquartered in 
Peshawar, it could isolate the Afghans 
from effective outside support. Fortunate¬ 
ly, at all levels of the Pakistani govern¬ 
ment, we encountered admiration and 
support for the Afghans — but support 
tempered by the realities of the modern 
world. The Soviets — who know black¬ 
mail the way the Saudis know oil — have 
shown the Pakistanis that they will be held 
responsible for whatever arms reach the 
Afghans. To underline this, just before we 
arrived, aircraft in Kabul Regime markings 
had bombed a Pakistani village, killing 40 
and wounding over 100. 












Pakistan’s bad dream is Afghanistan’s 
reality. The Soviets have not wavered in 
their aim to create a socialist Afghanistan 
over the bodies of its people. Nor have the 
Afghans abandoned their unequal strug¬ 
gle. They are starting to make some deter¬ 
mined efforts to try to transform tribal war¬ 
riors into modern soldiers, to create a 
fighting force that will be able to take on 
the Soviets in a protracted guerrilla war, to 
keep life going in the 85 percent of Af¬ 
ghanistan that is outside of Soviet control, 
and to encourage agriculture, education 
and civilian organization. If the Afghans 
manage to do all this, they could wage a 
guerrilla war that would make the con¬ 
tinued Soviet occupation of Afghanistan 
very costly — not only in casualties, but, if 
the West will help, at an increasingly high 
diplomatic and economic price. If that 
comes about, the cost of occupying Af¬ 
ghanistan may become more than the 
cost of withdrawal. Even if the Afghans 
have only the current level of supplies and 
support, they can still fight on effectively 
for what I estimate to be a minimum of five 
years. After that, only Allah knows what 
will happen. Serious internal instability in 
Pakistan or outright invasion is probably 
the only way the Soviets could try to cut 
off the resistance from outside. The 
Afghans are not going to quit. 

Our trip took us in the field to training 
camps and weapons caches, but also to 
villages, refugee camps and hospitals. We 
saw that it really is a war of national libera¬ 
tion. The mujahideen can count on the 
active or passive cooperation of practically 
the entire population that are not directly 
under communist guns. The Soviet pup¬ 
pet, dictator Babrak Karmal, is a dirty little 
man doing a dirty little job. His govern¬ 
ment’s popularity and perceived legitima¬ 
cy have stabilized roughly at zero. Yet 
despite this vacuum, there is still no uni¬ 
fied central Afghan guerrilla command, no 
guerrilla overall strategy. The seven 
Peshawar-based groups are largely inde¬ 
pendent of each other. Not only has the 
attempt to bring all seven together in a 
single unity not succeeded, but even the 
two coalitions of groups that resulted have 
proved inadequate at generating unified 
military planning. 

The Afghans who are actually doing the 
fighting told us repeatedly that they are 
tired of this. The fighting men are used to 
cooperating with the forces of different 
groups, even over wide areas of the coun¬ 
try. The battlefield provides its own unity, 
reflected in the emergence of regional 
commanders who lead not because of 
their rank, or because the people in 
Peshawar say so, but because they are 
effective at getting the job done. With the 
exception of some of the forces of the 
Hezb-i-IsIami of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
largely distrusted by other Afghans, the 

Local mujahideen gather around 
Scarlet Major holding Soviet AKR. 



Not all mujahideen are armed with 
modem Soviet weapons. Author 
displays Lee Enfield Mk-3. 


field commanders will all fight together 
against the common enemy. Indeed, 
much of the time it appears that the rivalry 
between guerrilla groups is largely at the 
level of that existing between the U.S. 
Army and the Marine Corps. Karen and I 
would often be in the company of Afghans 
from one group when we encountered 
Afghans from a rival party — who they 
invariably embraced as long-lost friends. 
There just are not that many survivors of 
the educated people or the old Afghan 
Army around, and those that are still alive 
seem to truly welcome each other as 
brothers in jihad 

Our talks with both the fighting men 
and the leadership showed that tensions 
have emerged between the field com¬ 
manders and the Peshawar-based lead¬ 
ership. Several field commanders of dif¬ 
ferent parties told us that they were receiv¬ 
ing insufficient support from Peshawar, or 
that the very weapons their fighting men 
needed are being sold by the leadership in 
the bazaars. We met Afghan field com¬ 
manders as good as any in the history of 
guerrilla warfare. Now that the Afghans 
are being forced to seriously approach the 
problems of a protracted war, their failure 
to produce effective , unified, high-level 
leadership will become more significant. 
Long-range planning, efficient allocation 
and transfer of resources, and participa¬ 
tion in international negotiations would be 
difficult in any case. The absence of a 
centralized guerrilla authority makes it 
well nigh impossible. 

The traditional Afghan way of making 
decisions by a jirga , or council, is no way 
to run a war. Western armies abandoned 
councils of war as a decision-making pro¬ 
cess with the Industrial Revolution. The 
old Afghan way may be more democratic, 
but it is not suited to the hard realities of 
modem warfare. Many Afghans believe 
that if the ex-king returns from exile in 
Rome, it would provide the required lead- 
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ership figure, while many others believe 
that it would divide Afghans more than it 
would unite them. Meanwhile, the ex-king 
and his family remain where they are. 

It is not just leadership that the Afghans 
need to improve. They demonstrated that 
simply putting weapons in untrained 
hands is pointless. “More weapons with¬ 
out more training simply means more 
martyrs,” said Mohammed Amin War- 
dak, a chief s son and combat leader with 
300 main-force fighting men and ten 
times that in part-time guerrillas under his 
command in his native Wardak Province. 
Amin Wardak is one of the many combat 
commanders who has learned from bitter 
experience that a few well-trained men, 
adequately trained and supplied, under 
leaders who know their business, can do a 
whole lot more damage to a convoy than 
a mob of underarmed, untrained, Afghan 
farmers under the local mullah. 

We met Amin in Peshawar, a tall, 
bearded Pathan wearing Soviet officer’s 
boots. His French was perfect, and we 
spoke in that language. He had come in 
from his area of operations to resupply 
and talk over upcoming operations with 
other field commanders, leaving his 
brother in charge. Like many guerrillas, 
his family remained as refugees in Paki¬ 
stan while he returned home to fight. We 
drank sweet green tea and sat on the car¬ 
peted floor as Amin told us of his war. The 
Afghans do not believe in chairs and 
Karen, who had broken herself the year 
before after stepping out of a C-130 — 
1,500 feet above this too solid earth — 
found sitting on floors more painful than 
climbing the border mountains. 

We found out that Amin’s responsibili¬ 
ties include not only fighting, but also civil 
organization. If the Afghans are going to 
stop the Soviets from draining away sup¬ 
port for the guerrillas by forcing the people 
out of their homes and to the cities or 
Pakistan , they must make it possible for 
the Afghans to remain. This requires not 
only weapons — especially air defense — 
but also efforts in agriculture, education, 
even — Amin’s special project — a postal 
system. He has become more a local 
generalissimo rather than exclusively a 
field commander. 

Amin had passed the word that he 
needed a pair of G1 binoculars, a request 
that Soldier of Fortune's Freedom Fight 
ev’s Fund was able to fill. He explained 
that his forces had been unable to capture 
any binoculars — one of his mujahideen 
had wept in frustration when, after sniping 
a Kabul Regime officer, he found his bullet 
had passed through his East German 
binoculars. In my bad French, 1 passed 
along the heirloom wisdom of my grand¬ 
father, un soldat anglais pendant La 
Grande Guerre: never wear binoculars 
around the neck, always keep them in a 
haversack. The war may change, but snip¬ 
ers remain the same. 

The new generation of Afghan fighters 


are being trained, not only in battle, as are 
Amin’s, but in a series of training camps. 
At least three of the seven major Afghan 
parties have set up these camps near the 
border: the Hezb-i-Islami of Younis Kha- 
lis, the Jamiat-i-Islami of Dr. Burhanuddin 
Rabanni, and the National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan — NIFA — of Pir Sayid 
Ahmad Gailani. These are by no means 
the only ones. Other local and regional 
commanders have set up their own facili¬ 
ties, often small and well-camouflaged. 

Of all of these, the one we got the best 
look at was the NIFA camp. Overlooked 
by a rock-encrusted hill, the camp was put 
together to serve notice to both trainees 
and journalists that this was a real military 
establishment. As we came through the 
gate, a command in Pushtu brought a line 
of Afghans — in uniform olive-green com¬ 
bat jackets and flat Nuristani caps — to 
attention with more smartness than I 
thought possible. The major, as senior 
officer, took the salute and trooped the 
line. The training staff and students then 
demonstrated their course work in de¬ 
molitions, weapons use and tactics, as well 
as a confidence course of mindboggling 
toughness. 

If you work 
together, we 
will bomb you. 


A 12.7mm DShK heavy machine gun 

— a “Dashika” to the mujahideen — 
overlooked the camp. It carried Soviet 
factory markings and a 1966 year of con¬ 
struction, although Chinese-built ver¬ 
sions, recognized by their distinctive 
sights, are in action in Afghanistan. The 
tripod-mounted machine gun was 
obviously well-maintained — even Peter 
Kokalis would have approved. These 
12.7mm machine guns are the mainstay 
of the Afghan air defense, supplemented 
by a smaller number of single and twin 
14.5mm ZPU-1 “Ziqriats.” Some of the 
people up north have Chinese-made 
23mms at their base camps, but these are 
not the heaviest antiaircraft artillery in use 
in Afghanistan. The Soviets still have a few 
surprises in store for the future. 

As a believer in questioning everything 

— if an angel appeared to me out of the 
whirlwind, I would ask to see his ID — it 
seemed to me that the more theatrical 
elements of the camp and its confidence 
course are stagemanaged more for the 
benefit of Western journalists than for the 
trainees. But going past the public rela¬ 
tions veneer, NIFA and the other Afghan 
groups are deadly serious about effective 
training. The camp’s first graduates were 
in action during the 1983-84 battle of 
Urgun. 


What makes this camp significant is that 
it is not an isolated facility. It is part of the 
leading edge of a trend that is slowly and 
painfully going to have to transform the 
way the Afghans fight their war. The well- 
known Jamiat-i-Islami regional 
commander of the Panjshir Valley, 
Ahmad Shah Massoud, has set up a series 
of training camps that are less elaborate 
than the rear-area camp we visited and 
dispersed against Soviet air reconnaiss¬ 
ance. The Panjshir has trained its own 
fighting forces during its one-year respite 
from Soviet attacks that Massoud’s con¬ 
troversial truce provided. Panjshir forces 
are now well-armed and organized into 
squads, platoons and companies, a rash 
levy no longer. Massoud has dispatched 
mobile training teams from the Panjshir to 
go to guerrilla groups throughout north 
Afghanistan. They set up a training prog¬ 
ram for the local Afghans and will go into 
action with them. Whenever the Soviets 
hear where one of the mobile training 
teams is, or even where one has been, 
they bring in airstrikes. The message: If 
you work together, we will bomb you. 

Despite these efforts, Massoud Khalili, 
liaison officer between the Panjshir Valley 
and Jamiat-i-Islami’s Peshawar head¬ 
quarters, told us that he estimates that by 
1984 “probably only five and at most 10 
percent” of the Afghans’ fighting strength 
will have had a significant amount of train¬ 
ing and be deployed in units that can use 
this training efficiently. There is no 
guarantee that this training will be effec¬ 
tively used, or that it will not be wasted by 
incompetent commanders. 

There is no such thing as a natural sol¬ 
dier. The average Afghan is not a hawk- 
eyed Pathan, bom with Lee Enfield and 
Khyber knife in hand—the guys from the 
Kipling stories mainly inhabit just the high 
country around Paktia and Paktika pro¬ 
vinces. Rather, he is a poor, illiterate far¬ 
mer, who learned to use a gun as a boy 
but probably did not shoot regularly in the 
days of peace. The Afghans, coming from 
a largely premodem, preliterate, subsist¬ 
ence agrarian society, have never put as 
great a premium on efficiency, unity and 
overall competence as do industrialized 
societies. 

The Afghans value honesty, bravery 
and a steady trigger finger. Because this 
war is being fought by the entire Afghan 
people and not just an army, analyzing the 
way it is being fought sometimes involves 
more anthropology than military science. 
They are fighting to preserve the Afghan 
way of life against a foreign invader. This is 
one of the reasons why the mujahideen 
have found it hard to adopt alien ways — 
including that of a disciplined, efficient 
guerrilla force — even to make their jihad ' 
more effective. Yet we saw efforts being 
made to adapt what is needed to what is 
possible. 

The Afghans know that they need more 
training and that they need more trainers. 
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Climbing rope ladders is just one of 
many training courses used at NIFA 
training camp. 



Live fire adds realism to 
combat-simulation course. 



Mujahideen go over the wall at NIFA 
training camp. 



Combat training includes death defying 
tight-rope act. Mujahid uses rope 
traverse to cross canyon. 


They thirst for military knowledge, and 
anyone who can provide it is a welcome 
guest at any Afghan campfire. Karen's ex¬ 
perience — gained, among other places, 
in the 197th Infantry Brigade, 11th Spe¬ 
cial Forces Group, and covering the Leba¬ 
non War as a journalist—gave her instant 
acceptance. Experts on Soviet weapons 
and tactics are also appreciated. They 
wanted anyone with knowledge that they 
need to come and train Afghans who 
could go deeper inside and teach more 
mujahideen. Without effective training 
and organization, the Afghan war effort 
will become like the Soviet economy — 
each year not as good as last year, but 
better than the next 

Even in the border country, Soldier of 
Fortune has become known. “Where are 
Robert Brown and Jim Coyne, who came 
here two years ago?” we were asked by 
Shir Mohammed Afghan, who spoke En¬ 
glish and carried a well-used 7.62mm 
AKMS assault rifle. 

“Jim Coyne is in Bangkok, and Robert 
Brown is in El Salvador, helping to fight 
communists there,” I replied. 

“Il-S’aliah Vator? I do not know the 
place. Is it near Herat?” 

“No, El Salvador. It's in Central Amer¬ 
ica.” 

“Oh, near Panama. That must be the 
place Voice of America sometimes talks 
about What sort of people live there?” 

“Poor farmers mainly, who speak 
Spanish. Those who wish to rule the 
country are the puppets of Nicaraguans, 
the Cubans and the Soviets.” 

“Cubans, you say. I have heard there 
are Cuban troops in Afghanistan, up north 
near Mazar-i-Sharif. Some of them are 
black, like Africans, and they all wear 
dark-colored camouflaged uniforms not 
like the ones the Suvash wear. Tell me, 
the people in El Salvador, not many of 
them are Moslems, are they?” 

“No, they're mainly Catholic.” 

“Well, if they fight the communists, 
they are still also mujahideen.” 

Our trip to the training camps showed 
that the reason resources for training are 
now available is because there are now 
more weapons available. In 1983 the 
Afghans fighting in the provinces along 
the Pakistani border had many opportuni¬ 
ties to capture new weapons. Victories 
over Kabul Regime forces at Jadji and 
Khost in Paktia Province, and at Urgun in 
Paktika Province yielded a bumper crop 
of Kalashnikovs. Some weapons caches 
also showed us that more aid has arrived 
from outside — not only rifles, but RPG-7 
antitank rocket launchers, antitank mines 
and even a few of the wished-for SA-7 
man-carried heat-seeking surface-to-air 
missiles. We did not get to see any SA-7s 
— they are sent off immediately to where 
they can do the most good. We saw Egyp¬ 
tian- and Chinese-made Kalashnikovs, 
and 82mm mortar ammunition being 
used that had obviously come from “an 



Preparing for action — Major McKay is 
briefed on operations by mujahid. 


unidentified third country.” But these are 
relatively scarce — the claim of many 
Afghans that they capture 80 percent of 
their modem weapons may not be too far 
removed from the truth. 

You have to approach the subject of 
arms aid very carefully. Officially, there is 
none. No one will talk much about it on 
the record, and asking pointed questions 
in the wrong places could be hazardous to 
one’s health. Yet it is obvious that aid is 
being provided, even if not officially. 
Since no one who knows about the real 
flow is going to talk about it, the whole 
area has been subjected to disinforma¬ 
tion, misinformation spread by the KGB, 
NBC or even those who should know 
better. 

The Soviets have loudly claimed that 
the agents of World Imperialism have 
been arming the enemies of Socialist 
Brotherhood since the start of the war, 
while U.S. and Pakistani government offi¬ 
cials have both let it be known, off the 
record, that something is being done. Be¬ 
fore his assassination, President Anwar 
Sadat of Egypt had even gone on record 
that his country was providing arms. 

Despite these statements, the Afghans 
see relatively few arms arriving. They are 
puzzled and saddened that both the West 
and the Islamic countries appear to be 
doing so little. They are also concerned 
that the Pakistanis are skimming off arms 
for their own use — allegations that the 
Pakistanis have denied. The bottom line is 
that the arms aid provided has certainly 
not been as substantial as the figures the 
“prestige media” have published — $125 
million a year in one source, three planes 
full of weapons a week in another. The 
Afghans would rather get weapons in the 
field than in the six o’clock news. 

Talking to the Afghan fighting men who 
actually use the arms, we did get the im¬ 
pression that the aid flow that was actually 
reaching the Afghans — whose sources, 
funding and routes are different for each 
group, and all remain highly classified — 
picked up in late 1982 and has stayed at a 
higher level than that previously received. 

Continued on page 76 
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Clayco Capitalizes on ChiCom Weapons 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



T IME was when the Soviet Union and 
the People’s Republic of China were 
fellow travelers on the Marxist road to 
world revolution. The jackals are at each 
other’s throats now, backing opposing sides 
from Cambodia and Laos to Afghanistan. 
During more blissful days, when they sang 
in the same ideological choir, the PRC was 
the grateful beneficiary of no small amount 
of Soviet military technology. 

Known as the Type 56 Carbine in the 
PRC, the Soviet SKS (Ssamosarjadnyi 
Karabin Simonov = Selfloading Carbine 
Simonov) was one of the first Russian 
weapon systems to be produced in mainland 
China. While now issued only to second- 
line militia units, the tooling and production 
capacity remains intact, and this robust little 
rifle, so well-known to all those who served 
in Vietnam, is presently being imported into 
the United States by Clayco Sports Ltd. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 272, Clay Center, 
KS 67432). 

Designed by Sergei Gavrilovich Simo¬ 
nov, the SKS is a scaled-down version of his 
WWII PTRS 14.5mm antitank rifle. First 
rifle to be chambered for the 7.62x39mm 
(M43) cartridge, the SKS is semiautomatic- 
only, gas-operated and locked by a tilting 
block. There is no gas regulator. Its bolt 
system strongly resembles that of the 
world’s first assault rifle, the German 
WWII MP44/StG45, which was used with 
great effect against the Russian hordes on 
the Eastern front. 

Its rather conventional method of opera¬ 
tion is as follows. Upon firing and after the 
bullet passes the gas port, located on the 
upper wall in the forward third of the barrel, 
a portion of the gases is diverted and 
directed against the head of the three-ring 
piston. The piston drives a short operating 
rod under the rear-sight base back against 
the bolt' carrier. After the bolt carrier has 
moved rearward about one-fourth inch, a 
cam on its inner top contacts a projection on 
top of the bolt, lifting the rear of the bolt out 
of its seat in the box-shaped receiver. The 
bolt and its carrier now travel rearward as a 
unit. The extractor withdraws the empty 
case from the chamber and holds it to the 
bolt face until it strikes the fixed ejector and 
is expelled. All rearward movement ceases 
when the end of the bolt carrier strikes the 
inner wall of the receiver. 

As the recoil spring drives the bolt and 
carrier forward, the bolt strips a round from 
the integral 10-rd. magazine. When the car¬ 
tridge has been chambered, the extractor 
snaps in place over the cartridge groove and 
all forward movement of the bolt termin¬ 
ates. The bolt carrier continues to move 
forward a short distance, camming the rear 
of the bolt into its seat in the receiver. The 
bolt, as it seats, forces the safety sear down. 

The SKS trigger mechanism, mounted as 
a unit on the trigger plate, is overly com¬ 
plex. It consists of a hammer and spring, 
trigger and trigger bar, recoil spring, dis¬ 
connector and a safety sear which prevents 
firing before the action is completely 
locked. 


The safety is located conveniently behind 
the trigger on the right side. When rotated 
up to the safe position, the safety lever 
blocks all trigger movement. 

The SKS has a 20.4-inch barrel. The 
broached rifling has four grooves that are 
about as wide as the lands. The chamber and 
bore are chrome-lined. Chrome lining is a 
common attribute of ComBloc small arms, 
and eases maintenance chores; it’s not very 
cost-effective in a semiautomatic rifle, 
where overheating is not a serious consid¬ 
eration. While sustained-fire weapons can 
achieve bore surface temperatures between 
700 and 1,000 degrees C, and chrome¬ 
lining a machine-gun barrel can double its 
service life, nq realistic scenario could ever 
project the SKS into such an environment. 


TOP: Mikhail Kalashnikov's contribution to 
Chinese civilization: PRC AKS rifle, here 
fitted with rare 75-rd. RPK drum and 
bayonet. ABOVE: Strong, simple and still 
in use around the world, new SKSs are now 
easily available to U.S. civilians. 


The SKS imported by Clayco Sports Ltd. 
was manufactured at the Shan Yi Ji Arsenal 
by the state-owned NORINCO (North Chi¬ 
na Industries Corp.). It comes without the 
distinctive ChiCom folding spike bayonet. 
The barrel bracket to which this bayonet is 
attached (and which also retains the clean¬ 
ing rod) has been left unmilled. This is an 
obvious condescension to B ATF interpreta¬ 
tion of the 1968 Gun Control Act, which 
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Folding stock shows reliance on WW1I 
German MP40. 


prohibits importation of 1 "military’’ small 
arms except to law-enforcement agencies. 
With an integral bayonet, the SKS could not 
qualify as a “sporting” arm. However, 
rifles with integral bayonet lugs (to which a 
bayonet may be attached) are not disqual¬ 
ified. If you can decipher that tortured 
bureaucratic logic, you belong in the same 
aviary as the BATF’s Technical Services 
Branch. The weight, empty and without the 
bayonet, is eight pounds, two ounces. 

Overall length of the SKS is approx¬ 
imately 40 inches. The stained, heavily lac¬ 
quered wood stock and forearm look like a 
finely finished orange crate. A heavy, rein¬ 
forcing cross bolt passes through the stock 
just ahead of the magazine, under the cham¬ 
ber. Two smaller cross pins reinforce the 
front end of the stock. A conventional sling 
swivel is attached to the underside of the 
buttstock. The fixed, front swivel is part of 
the gas block. No sling was provided with 
the test rifle. 

The front sight is an adjustable post type, 
protected by a substantial hood. The U- 
notched, tangent-type rear sight is adjust¬ 
able for elevation only, from 100 to 1,000 
meters. There is a second 300-meter posi¬ 
tion (the first character “3” on the sight 
leaf) behind the 100-meter setting. This is 
the battle-sight position used in combat for 
all ranges out to 300 meters. 

To disassemble the SKS, first clear the 
weapon. While pressing down on the re¬ 
ceiver cover, rotate the receiver cover pin to 
the vertical position and withdraw as far as 
possible to the right. Remove thfe receiver 
cover and pull the unitized recoil spring and 
guide rod out of the rear of the bolt carrier. 
Drop the magazine by pushing the magazine 
catch release to the rear. Pull the retracting 
handle full to the rear and lift the bolt carrier 
and bolt out of the receiver. Rotate the gas- 
cylinder tube latch to the uppermost posi¬ 
tion and lift the rear of the handguard to 
remove the gas cylinder and piston. No 
further field-stripping is usually required. If 
necessary, the trigger group can be removed 
by depressing the catch located behind the 
trigger guard (with the safety on) and pull¬ 
ing the trigger down and out of the stock. 
Reassemble in the reverse manner. 

The cleaning rod is retained under the 
barrel in the European manner. The 
stamped sheet-metal, uncheckered butt- 
plate contains a spring-loaded trap which 


retains the usual SKS/Kalashnikov-type 
cleaning kit. The two-piece case.houses a 
nylon-bristle bore brush, jag tip, drift punch 
(often mistakenly referred to as a spare fir¬ 
ing pin) and sometimes a combination tool 
containing a drift, screwdriver and wrench 
(used to adjust the front-sight post). The 
case itself serves as a handle for the cleaning 
rod. When slipped on the rod and fitted to 
the muzzle, the case cap doubles as a clean¬ 
ing-rod bore guide. 

The standard PRC chest pouch is avail¬ 
able as an optional accessory. Each of the 10 
pockets holds two curved, 10-rd. stripper 
clips. The cost is only $20. 

The SKS is most conveniently loaded by 
retracting the cocking handle until the bolt is 
locked rearward by the magazine’s hold- 
open device and placing a 10-rd. stripper 
clip into the charger guide machined into the 
top forward end of the bolt carrier. Push 
down with the thumb until all the cartridges 
are loaded into the magazine. After remov¬ 
ing the stripper clip, pull back on the retract¬ 
ing handle and release it smartly. The bolt 
and carrier will fly forward, chambering the 
first round. Individual rounds can also be 
loaded. The magazine can be unloaded by 
pressing the magazine catch. The magazine 
housing and follower will pivot downward, 
scattering the cartridges in a two-foot arc on 
the ground in front of you. 

Although not so light or compact by to¬ 
day’s standards, the SKS can take a licking 
and keep on ticking. A most pleasant rifle to 
shoot, felt recoil is almost nonexistent. 
Stoppages can be induced only through out¬ 
rageous neglect. The two-stage trigger 
breaks rather cleanly at 5.5 lbs. The accura¬ 
cy potential is surprising, as the test speci¬ 
men consistently shot to 3.5 MOA at 100 
meters. What more can you ask from such 
an historic piece of Vietnam-era nostalgia, 
priced at only $399? My only criticism was 
the uncheckered butt plate, which slipped 
too easily off the shoulder during the firing 
sequences. 

Of far greater interest, however, are the 
two models of semiautomatic Kalashnikovs 
imported by Clayco Sports Ltd. Both are 
variants of the AKM, which has a receiver 
body fabricated from a one-mi 11 imeter-thick 
U-section of stamped sheet-metal exten¬ 
sively supported by pins and rivets. The 
rails on which the bolt carrier reciprocates 



Spike-bayonet-equipped ChiCom SKS 
captured in Vietnam (above), and SKS 
imported by Clayco Sports, Ltd., without 
bayonet. 


are stamped and punch-welded to the inside 
of the receiver. The AKM series can be 
instantly identified by the prominent maga¬ 
zine-guide dimples on each side of the re¬ 
ceiver. 

Referred to by Clayco as the Model AKS 
(Standard Stock or Folding Stock), these 
rifles are chambered for the 7.62x39mm 
ComBloc cartridge and are available in 
semiautomatic only. 

The AKS is gas-operated. There is no gas 
regulator. After ignition of the primer and 
propellant, gases are diverted into the gas 
cylinder on top of the barrel. The gas cylin¬ 
der is perforated, like that of the AKS’s 
predecessor, the Type 56, and its model, the 
AK-47. Although the piston fits the gas 
block snugly, as soon as combustion gases 
strike the piston face and begin to drive the 
bolt group backward, there is no reason for 
the cylinder to hold pressure. Gases are then 
allowed free passage around the piston by 
flutes in the gas cylinder. Some pass out by 
the bleed holes, but most gases vent into the 
receiver. The solid cylinder walls of the 
Soviet AKM show there is ample gas escape 
from the Kalashnikov system without the 
perforations. Bleed holes are — at best — 
superfluous, require one more manufactur¬ 
ing step, and may allow entry of foreign 
substances. 

The piston is driven rearward and the bolt 
carrier, attached to the piston extension, 
goes through the necessary amount of free- 
play travel until the gas pressure drops to a 
safe level. A cam-slot milled into the bolt 
carrier engages the bolt’s cam stud and ro¬ 
tates the bolt about 35 degrees to unlock it 
from the receiver body. As the Kalashnikov 
system offers no primary extraction during 
bolt rotation, a large extractor claw is re¬ 
quired. 

As the bolt travels back it rolls the ham¬ 
mer over and compresses the recoil spring. 
The bolt ceases its rearward travel by slam¬ 
ming into the rear end of the receiver. The 
recoil spring then drives the bolt forward, 
another round is stripped from the magazine 
and chambered, and the bolt then comes to 
rest. The bolt carrier continues onward for 
about 5.5mm after the two-lug rotary-bolt 
locking has been completed. 

The pinned, sheet-metal receivers of the 
AKM series are much lighter than the 
forged receivers of the AK-47. They induce 
severe bounce characteristics on the bolt 
carrier. The danger of the weapon’s firing 
out of battery, especially in the full-auto 
mode, is quite real. As a consequence, the 
Soviets installed a complex five-component 
device to the AKM’s trigger mechanism — 
a final fail-safe which delays hammer drop 
until the complete cessation of all bolt- 
carrier bounce. This unit has incorrectly 
been referred to as a “rate reducer.” The 
device was not incorporated into the PRC 
AKMs that I examined in Afghanistan (See 
“PRC’s New Assault Rifle, SOF, p. 52, 
May ’83) nor is it to be found on the Clayco 
AKS. As the AKS is semiautomatic only, 
the safety sear also is missing. All well and 
good, as long as the AKS is left unaltered. 
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But, there are dirt balls who will attempt to 
circumvent the spirit, if not the letter, of the 
law and convert the AKS to selective-fire. 
Without both the safety sear and the anti¬ 
bounce device and combined with the 
AKS’s free-floating firing pin (sans spring) 
these unauthorized conversions will even¬ 
tually destroy weapons as well as some 
shooters. Take heed. 

The AKS folding stock is patterned 
directly after that of the MP-40 submachine 
gun. It’s good looking, with the proper para 
mystique, and will probably sell better than 
the rigid-stocked model, but it makes for a 
flimsy firing platform. This deficiency has 
been addressed by the Soviets with the com¬ 
plete redesign of the AKS-74’s folding butt¬ 
stock. Overall length of the folding-stock 
version is 35.25 inches; with the stock 
folded it’s only 25.75 inches. The weight 
with sling and empty magazine is 7.75 lbs. 

Overall length of the AKS with a standard 
stock is 35 inches. The weight is 8.25 lbs. 
with sling and empty magazine. The barrel 
length of each, including the muzzle device, 
is about 17.25 inches. The bore and cham¬ 
ber are chrome-lined. 

The AKS rear sight is a sliding tangent 
type with an open U-shaped notch. It is 
adjustable for elevation only out to 800 
meters. The 300-meter battle sight position 
to the rear of the 100-meter notch is marked 
“D.” The hooded front sight is a threaded 
post type, adjustable for elevation zero with 


PRC/AFGHAN 

CONNECTION 

While I was in Afghanistan during the 
fall of 1982,1 was presented with a well- 
made military compass by the mujahi¬ 
deen group SOF was working with. The 
compass was marked only with a serial 
number and the code “H2.” Its origin 
was thus a mystery, and the mujahideen 
professed no knowledge of its source. 

However, the leather carrying-case 
was lined with corduroy of the type al¬ 
ways found inside ChiCom Type 51/54 
(Tokarev pattern) pistol holsters. But I 
put the matter aside until l examined an 
almost identical compass now being im¬ 



Compass presented to SOF’s military 
small-arms editor Kokalis by Afghan 
Freedom Fighters (left), and compass 
imported from PRC, 


the Kalashnikov combo tool (provided in 
substitution for the SKS drift punch in the 
buttstock cleaning kit — with the cleaning 
rod housed, as usual, under the barrel). 
Windage adjustment is accomplished by 
sliding the front sight in its dovetail. 

Exterior finish of both AKS variants is 
salt-blued, not black-lacquered as are the 
Soviet AKMs. Blued finishes have more 
appeal to the U.S. consumer than painted 
surfaces. The rigid-stocked model is made 
at the Ling Hua Arsenal and its bolt carrier 
and bolt have been left polished, in-the- 
white. The folding-stock AKS was manu¬ 
factured at the Min Shan Arsenal and its bolt 
carrier and bolt have been phosphate- 
finished (Parkerized) to a light gray color. 

Both specimens differ considerably from 
those I fired in Afghanistan. A Soviet-type 
AKM muzzle compensator has been added 
to the AKS.The fiber-reinforced phenolic 
plastic upper and lower handguards have 
been impregnated with a black color — 
again more appealing to the U.S. buyer than 
bright reddish-brown. The pistol grip, 
shaped on the PRC military versions like the 
Colt Browning machine-gun pistol grip, 
and too small for Western hands, has been 
replaced with a black plastic pistol grip in 
the Russian AKM configuration. The butt¬ 
stock of the standard model is also black 
plastic. Standard Kalashnikov disassembly 
and reassembly procedures apply to the 
AKS rifles. 


ported by Clayco Sports Ltd. 

The compass housings are identical 
except for paint— the one from Afghan¬ 
istan is the usual ComBloc mustard 
brown while the Clayco specimen is 
forest green. Both housings open to ex¬ 
pose the compass and provide a metric 
straight-edge for map measurements. 
Each contains a chromed metal mirror 
for taking bearings at eye level. Each 
compass is mechanically dampened and 
has a simple clinometer for measuring 
slope and vertical elevations. 

The magnetic needles have different 
configurations. The top of the compass 
housing of each can be rotated to adjust 
for declination or patrolling orientation. 
An audible click stop is provided on the 
face of the compass given to me in Af¬ 
ghanistan. There are no Chinese mark¬ 
ings of any kind on this compass. The 
Clayco compass has Chinese markings 
on both the base plate and on that portion 
of the compass containing the cardinal 
points. It exhibits a conspicuous com¬ 
munist red star on the base plate. 

Both compasses feature a wheeled 
mileage marker that can be used on maps 
of four different scales (1:25,000, 
1:50,000, 1:75,000 and 1:100,000). 

Both of these sturdy military-type 
compasses are without doubt products of 
the People’s Republic of China. One 
model is being used to direct Afghan 
Freedom Fighters to Ivan Ivanovich. 
The other can be yours for $34.95 from 
Clayco Sports Ltd. — Peter G. Kokalis 



SKS rifle with chest pouch and 10-rd. 
stripper clips. 



Rigid- and folding-stock PRC AKS rifles 
with bayonet, cleaning equipment and 
ChiCom chest pouch. Soviet FX grenade is 
not available as an accessory. 


The selector lever on the AKS is the usual 
stamped, sheet-metal bar on the right side of 
the receiver, which is manipulated by the 
thumb and criticized by all. Noisy, stiff and 
difficult to operate with gloves, it remains a 
most glaring defect in the Kalashnikov de¬ 
sign package. The top position is safe 
(marked “S”), locking the trigger so the 
bolt cannot be retracted. The bottom posi¬ 
tion (marked “C”) is semiauto. The selec¬ 
tor lever is restricted from further down¬ 
ward movement by a bar riveted to the re¬ 
ceiver body above the magazine-release 
catch housing. The sheet-metal receiver 
cover is not ribbed like that of the Soviet 
AKM, but remains that of the AK-47. 

The AKS rifles come with a sling, green- 
plastic oil bottle, buttstock cleaning kit, 
take-down tool and one magazine blocked 
to accept only five rounds. The rigid- 
stocked model retails for $499.95 and the 
folding-stock version sells for $574.95. An 
optional accessory pack includes two 30-rd. 
magazines, a bayonet and scabbard with 
serial number matching to the rifle and one 
of Dick Swan’s excellent MAG-PAC dual 
magazine holders — all for $74.95. 

The bayonet looks like a ComBloc AKM 
bayonet except the wire-cutting feature has 
been excluded and the belt retention system 
simplified. 

The MAG-PAC dual magazine system, 
manufactured by A.R.M.S. (Dept. SOF, 
230 West Center St., West Bridgewater, 
MA 02379), provides more firepower at 
your fingertips and great speed in magazine 
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changes. Based on four major military cali¬ 
bers (5.56mm NATO, 7.62mm NATO, 
9mm Parabellum and 7.62x39mm Corn- 
Bloc), all magazines of the same caliber fit 
snugly without slippage during full-auto fir¬ 
ing sequences. They really work and cost 
only $12.75 each (+ $1.50 shipping 
charges). 

The standard PRC military AK-47 chest 
pouch is also available for only $20. It holds 
three 30-rd. magazines and four grenades. 


Like the SKS chest pouch, the pouch flaps 
are fastened by the wooden buttons so 
peculiar to all PRC web gear. 

The PRC AKS rifles handle and perform 
as one would expect from any Kalashnikov- 
series weapon. The rigid-stocked model is 
capable of consistent 4 MOA groups at 100 
meters in the hands of an operator experi¬ 
enced in this system. Add one more MOA 
for the folding-stock version. This accuracy 
potential is more than acceptable by Corn- 


Bloc standards for battle rifles. 

The trigger pulls were 4.25 lbs. for each 
specimen and quite typical of the Kalash¬ 
nikov — one long scratchy creep with a 
sudden let-off at the end, that so startled 
IPSC shooters at the 1983 SOF Three-Gun 
International Match in Las Vegas. This is 
partly a function of the multiple-strand 
cable used for the Kalashnikov’s hammer 
and trigger spring. 

More than a thousand rounds were 
poured through these two rifles without any 
malfunctions. Kalashnikovs are unques¬ 
tionably reliable and my imprimatur is cer¬ 
tainly not required to confirm that. Maga¬ 
zines of all ComBloc origins proved, of 
course, to be completely compatible with 
the AKS rifles — including a rare RPK 
75-rd. drum. I once fired 300 rounds 
through my North Korean AK-47 before I 
realized that the rear portion of a broken 
case was resting in the receiver’s rear well, 
affecting the operating cycle not in the 
slightest. Kalashnikov weapons have no 
hold-open device. 

All of this is very much to the good, but 
the popularity of these weapons in the past 
has always been restricted by the lack of 
reasonably priced 7.62x39mm ammuni¬ 
tion. It’s difficult for most of us to justify 
blowing 45 to 55 cents downrange every 
time we stroke the trigger on an SKS or 
semiauto AKM, whether the cases are box¬ 
er-primed and reloadable, or not. 

To forestall this objection, Clayco is also 
importing original PRC military ammuni¬ 
tion which sells for only 25 cents per round. 
The brown-lacquered steel cases carry fac¬ 
tory code 71 and 83, indicating manufacture 
in 1983. The ammunition is high pressure 
and averages 60,000 cpu (copper pressure 
units). Berdan-primed, this ammunition is 
corrosive, as is the Yugoslav ammo now 
being imported. But, so what? When it’s 
priced right, I’ll use all the corrosive ammo 
I can stuff in magazines or link in belts. Just 
clean the bores with CLEANER-RIFLE 
bore (CR), Spec MIL-C-372 (no other lot 
will do!) or hot, soapy water (making sure 
the barrel is completely dry afterward). 
Both will remove the potassium chloride 
contained in the primers, which is responsi¬ 
ble for the rusting of gun barrels. 

Both PRC and Yugoslav ammunition 
were chronographcd, along with a control 
lot of my own reloads in this caliber. The 
results, shown in Table 1, were illuminat¬ 
ing. ComBloc small-arms ammunition is 
often criticized for lack of quality control 
and consistency of performance. Yet the 
PRC ammunition exhibited an extreme 
spread of only 46 fps and an amazing stan¬ 
dard deviation of only 15 fps, easily surpas¬ 
sing the quality-control standards of not 
only the Yugoslav rounds, but my own care¬ 
fully prepared reloads. 

Clayco Sports Ltd. now offers the most 
comprehensive and reasonably priced spec¬ 
trum of weapons and ammunition in caliber 
7.62x39mm ever presented to the American 
public. The Kalashnikov excites the im¬ 
agination. The price is right. The PRC SKS 
and AKS series will be popular indeed.^ 
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TABLE I 

7.62x39mm Bali Ammunition—Chronograph Results 

Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen II detectors 

Temperature: 47 degrees F 

Rifle: PRC SKS with 20.4-inch barrel 


Test Data 


PRC—1983 

Berdan 

Corrosive 


Ammunition 
Yugoslav—1983 
Berdan 
Corrosive 


Reloads* 

Berdan 

Non-corrosive 


(10 rds. per lot) 
fps (feet per second) 


lowest velocity 

2341 

2306 

2159 

highest velocity 

2387 

2402 

2248 

extreme spread 

46 

96 

89 

average velocity 

2365 

2368 

2187 

standard deviation 

15 

31 

25 


*Note: ReloadsPRC copperclad cases, RWS Berdan primers, 21.0 grains of Czech 
Vz52 propellant, and I32-gr. Vz52 projectiles (the 7.62x45 Vz52 bullet is almost 10 
grains heavier than the 7.62x39mm bullet, which explains the lower velocities 
obtained when employed in the smaller 7.62x39mm case). 


SKS/AKS SPECIFICATIONS 

SKS AKS (Standard) 


AKS (Folding) 


Caliber 

Weight, empty 
Length 
butt extended 
butt folded 
Barrel 

(w/muzzle devices) 

Sights 

front 

rear 


Method of operation 
Locking system 
Feed 


8 lbs., 2 oz. 

40 inches 
20.4 inches 


• 7.62x39mm ComBloc — 

8.25 7J5 lbs. 

35 inches 35.25 inches 

- 25.75inches 

— 17.25inches — 


all barrels four-groove, right-hand twist 


sM&n 


Finish 

Arsenal 

Price 


Ail adjustable post type with protective hood 
sliding tangent type adjustable for elevation, with 300-meter 
battle sight setting, open ‘TJ*’ notch 
100-1,000 meters —* 100-800 meters — 

gas-operated; no regulator; fire from the closed-bolt position 
tilting bolt — rotary, 2-lug bolt 

bottom, integral — bottom, 30-rd. staggered — 
10-rd. magazine box type magazines 

— -blued —• 

Shan Yi Ji Ling Hua Min Shan 

$399.00 $499.95 $574.95 


Accessories: chest pouches available for the SKS and AKS, respectively, at $20 each. 
AKS accessory pack includes two 30-rd. magazines, matching serial-number bayonet 
and scabbard and one MAG PAC for $74.95. AKS bayonet and scabbard, $39.95; MAG 
PAC, $12.95 and 30-rd. magazines, $19.95 each; custom assaultcases for either rifle at 
$64.95 each. 

. 

Imported exclusively by Clayco Sports Ltd., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 272, Clay Center, 
KS 67432. 


SEPTEMBER 84 









SOF FEATURE 

SWISS 

SHOCK 

TROOPS 

Grenadier Paras Master 
Special Warfare 

by Leroy Thompson 


D ESPITE a population of only about 6 V 1 
million, the Swiss Confederation can 
field one of the most effective military 
forces in the world. Like Israel, Switzerland 
relies on an extremely effective reserve sys¬ 
tem to field an army 600,000 strong in a 
national emergency. Of this number, 
however, only about 2,500 are professional 
soldiers. The 40,000-strong Air Force con¬ 
tains another 3,000 professionals. 

No country has tested Switzerland’s de¬ 
fenses for almost two centuries, but this is 
not because of the benevolence of potential 
aggressors. Until a law in the 19th century 
forbade Swiss mercenary service except in 
the Papal Swiss Guard, the Swiss were 
among the foremost professional soldiers of 
Europe. During the mid-19th century, in 
fact, the Swiss formed a large part of the 
French Foreign Legion. This martial heri¬ 
tage has established a strong military tradi¬ 
tion in Switzerland wherein army service is 
viewed with pride and a sense of civic duty. 

Swiss males between the ages of 20 and 
50 undergo periodic military training, with 
those between 20 and 32 normally serving 
with the field corps. Senior officers, of 
course, are older and have undergone more 
training. 

Marksmanship has always been stressed 
in the Swiss Army, and anyone driving 
through Switzerland on a Sunday afternoon 
is likely to hear the sound of SIG 510s as 
members of the reserves meet their yearly 
qualification schedule or just shoot for en¬ 
joyment. As many Americans know, the 
Swiss keep their assault rifles and ammuni¬ 


tion at home so that they are ready to fight as 
guerrillas if they can’t join their units. Anti¬ 
gunners cannot explain the lack of firearms 
crimes in Switzerland where automatic 
weapons in private homes abound. Addi¬ 
tional ammunition for rifle or pistol com¬ 
petition is easily obtainable for those Swiss 
applying for it. Swiss IPSC shooters, for 
example, are willing to shoot “minor” to 
use their excellent SIG P210s and the gov¬ 
ernment ammo. 

The Swiss Army is basically organized 
into three field corps, each consisting of a 
mechanized division, a field division, a bor¬ 
der division and a mountain corps, the latter 
consisting of three mountain divisions as 
well as fortress and other attached troops. 
Equipment is tailored for use in the rugged 
Swiss terrain, and troops are highly trained 
for combat in Switzerland. Their vow to 
blow all mountain passes leading into the 
country and to fight to the last man is not 
uttered lightly. The Swiss’ confidence in 
their army and marksmanship can best be 
summarized by the story of the Swiss officer 
who, when asked by a German officer dur¬ 
ing World War II what the Swiss would do 
should Germany invade with an army four 
times the size of Switzerland’s, supposedly 
replied, “Each Swiss soldier would fire 
four times.” 

Although the quality of all Swiss troops is 
very high, there are a few specially trained 
“elite” troops who are virtually unknown 
outside of Switzerland. Within their infan¬ 
try regiments, for example, are grenadiers 
trained in demolitions, flame throwers and 



ABOVE: Unique cammo smock and helmet 
are characteristic of Grenadier Parachutist. 



ABOVE: Infantry grenadiers collar insignia. 
BELOW: Combat swimmer insignia worn 
by Swiss SCUBA-trained personnel. 
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ABOVE: Grenadier Parachutist’s wings are 
cut out and worn on the left breast. 
BELOW: Grenadier Parachutists check 
equipment before practice jump. 




ABOVE: Shoulder slide of the Grenadier 
Parachutists Company. BELOW: Grenadier 
Parachutist’s collar insignia, same as worn 
by other Air Force personnel. 



other special skills. Despite being land¬ 
locked, Switzerland also has combat swim¬ 
mers who are trained in SCUBA and under¬ 
water demolitions techniques. There is also 
a small “Swiss Navy’’ consisting of light 
gunboats. Until 1980, a platoon of combat 
swimmers was assigned to each field corps 
for use in operations along Lakes Geneva 
and Constance and other bodies of water. 
These platoons have now been disbanded, 
but some combat swimmers, no doubt, re¬ 
main available for special missions. 

The Swiss special forces unit — in the 
sense of the SAS or U.S. Special Forces — 
is the Company of Parachute Grenadiers 
assigned to the Swiss Air Force. The first 
Swiss school for Grenadier Parachutists was 
run in 1970. While building the company up 
to full strength, schools were run in each of 
the next four years, but between 1974 and 
1982 schools were run only every other 
year. Since 1982 schools have been run 
yearly again. In addition to static line and 
free-fall parachute techniques, Ranger/ 
LRRP training is also part of the course. 
Pistol marksmanship is also stressed since 
the Grenadier Parachutist often jumps with 
just a pistol. Demolitions, survival, intelli¬ 
gence gathering and other skills normally 
associated with special ops are also taught. 

Each year about 250 Swiss apply for 
grenadier para training, of which only the 
top 24 are accepted for the recruit school. Of 
these 24, about eight usually successfully 
complete the training and receive their 
wings. This rigorous selection and training 
program makes the Grenadier Parachutists 
one of the world’s truly elite units. These 
newly qualified paratroopers replace those 
members of the company who, having 
turned 33, must revert to the Landwehr. 
Officers and NCOs can remain a few years 
longer, but only the company commander 
may be over 40. 

The Grenadier Parachutists are normally 
identifiable by their fiber jump-helmets and 
their jump boots. They wear standard Swiss 
camouflage. The only insignia normally 
worn is the company shoulder-slide bearing 
the number 17. It is worn on all uniforms by 
NCOs and below. Parachutist’s wings and 
collar insignia are worn on mess and service 
dress. 

As previously mentioned. Grenadier Pa¬ 
ras are often armed only with a pistol (and 
perhaps a knife and grenades), but if the 
mission calls for it they will also be armed 
with an assault rifle — probably the SIG 540 
or 543. Because of their raiding missions, 
other special weapons, including those 
which are suppressed, are probably avail¬ 
able to the Femspah-Gwnadiers (LRRP- 
Grenadiers) or the Fallschirm-Grenadiers 
(Parachute Grenadiers). The Grenadier Pa¬ 
ras have been known by both titles. 

The number of Grenadier Parachutists re¬ 
mains small, and even their existence has 
remained unknown to most. Any invader of 
Switzerland, however, will soon know they 
exist; the death and destruction in his rear 
will make him well aware of the Grenadier 
Parachutists. * 
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80F FEATURE 

LEBANON’S 
RED LINE 

Israeli Paras Tackle PLO on Cross Border Op 

Text & Photos by S.P. Goodhill 


I was awakened by the sound of jump boots clicking on 
the tarmac. After three hours of fitful sleep, it took me 
a couple of seconds to remember where we were. I 
rolled over in my bag and squinted at the rows of co¬ 
coon-like forms spread out over the huge parking lot. A 
jeep engine turned over. The thick, sweet aroma of Tur¬ 
kish coffee titillated my nostrils. 

“Oh, yeah,” I thought, almost out loud. “We’re going 
in today.” 

The battalion had bivouacked on a municipal lot not 
far from Kiriat Shmona, Israel’s largest city near the 
northern border. Up until the Lebanese campaign in the 
summer of ’82, Kiriat Shmona was most famous for 
being rocketed with Katyushas about every other week. 
It’s really more of a large town than a city and, after a 
year of quiet, it was just starting to hum again. Tourists 
were finally booking rooms in the one high-rise luxury 
hotel, a building with a reputation for taking 
direct hits. 

I laced my fingers behind my head, looked up at the 
sky and watched the stars fade away. I listened to the 
hum of a waking paratroop battalion: the rhythmic rip¬ 
ping of can openers, the tearing sound of Velcro pouch 
covers, the clicking of rounds as magazines were top¬ 
ped off and the clang of ammo boxes on truck beds. 

A face obscured the royal blue of a Middle Eastern 
morning sky. It was my lieutenant, an officer I had been 
with since basic training almost seven years before. He 
cracked a grin. 

“Come on, Goodhill. Let’s saddle up this platoon be¬ 
fore the PLO mines the damn road.” 

I sat up and looked around at all the men, the big 
troop carriers and the jeeps with their shiny, oiled MAGs 
and .30-caliber Brownings. With a sigh, I said to my 
lieutenant, “You know something, Ari, crossing the bor¬ 
der just isn’t what it used to be.” 

“On your life?” the lieutenant growled at me (the 
Israeli idiomatic expression really means, “No shit?”). 

He tossed me an extra M26 fragmentation grenade and 
walked away. 

Back in the mid-’70s we were young Israeli paratroop¬ 
ers, doing our national service and volunteering for the 
most dangerous missions. When we penetrated enemy 
territory we did it secretly, under cover of darkness, 
moving by foot over great distances with the silence of 
honed warriors. On more than one occasion we forded 
the freezing waterways in mid-winter, scaled the walls 
of sheer cliffs, wiped out terrorist strongholds and 


were gone before they knew what hit them. 

So here we were, about to go in again as we had 
done many times in the past. But this time we were all 
“old” combat veterans, though still paratroopers and the 
elite reservists of the Israeli Defense Forces. 

Ours is a famous Israeli paratroop outfit: the same 
unit that jumped into the Mitla Pass in 1956 and took 
60-percent casualties on Ammunition Hill in Jerusalem 
during the Six Day War of 1967. And we are the same 
bunch that fought the Egyptian Sagger (Malyutka anti¬ 
tank rocket) teams at the murderous Chinese Farm in 
1973. 

Most of us have not yet reached 30, but many of our 
friends have been killed in action or have had to retire 
from the outfit because of disabling injuries, and more 
than a few of us are already partially deaf from years of 
gunfire exposure. But each man in the brigade can still 
haul 30 kilos (70 lbs.) of equipment on foot over ex¬ 
treme distances and fight like a devil when he gets 
there. 

In other words, we’re not kids anymore, and as I said 
to Ari on that bright, sunny morning this past August, 
crossing the border just isn t what it used to be. 

Ever since the Lebanese campaign, the Lebanese 
border has been controlled totally by the Israelis, but 
that doesn’t mean that Lebanon has become a picnic 
ground for our troops. Every day, we heard about 
ambushes and mines and sniper attacks. 

In the south the Lebanese Christians still loved us. 
They were mostly followers of a renegade Lebanese 
Army major, the late Saad Haddad, whose efforts to 
make southern Lebanon PLO-free had been supported 
by Israel for years. But once we ventured out of Had¬ 
dad’s enclave, Lebanese politics became much more 
factionalized. 

Only a few days before, an Israeli officer had gone 
into a Lebanese grocery store for a pack of cigarettes., 
He was served in the most amicable manner — but on 
the way out of the store, he was shot in the back. And 
just one day before our entry into Lebanon, an IDF pa¬ 
trol had just completed its duties for the day when a re¬ 
mote-controlled charge was detonated at the assembly 
point, wounding four men. IDF forces in the area had 
quickly mounted a search-and-destroy mission, tracked 
the perpetrators and killed them. 

The incident had occurred in the sector to which we 
were headed. 

So we mounted up and got ready to roll, but this time 
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we were traveling in style. We sat back-to-back on long 
benches bolted to the beds of big modified troop car¬ 
riers we had nicknamed “Safaris.” Appropriately, our 
Ml6 and Galil barrels bristled from the open sides of 
the trucks, like the weapons of African hunters. We 
bitched when told we had to wear flak jackets and hel¬ 
mets — not exactly the gallant, informal combat dress 
we were accustomed to. 

As the big Mercedes engines turned over and officers 
checked their map references, battalion clerks, who 
would remain behind, made out their death lists: forms 
filled out for each Safari, with the names, ranks and se¬ 
rial numbers of all occupants and a rundown of all the 
equipment on board ... just in case vehicle and pas¬ 
sengers were destroyed beyond recognition. 

It was going to be a long, nerve-racking ride; we were 
going as far north into Lebanon as Israeli troops can go. 
A long excursion on winding mountain roads and none 
of it restful, despite the incredible scenery, wasn’t some¬ 
thing we looked forward to. 

We rode for hours in convoy, a round in every cham¬ 
ber and thumbs poised over the safeties, waiting for the 
first burst of a “Klatch” or the whoosh-boom of an RPG. 
A buddy chewed nervously on sunflower seeds and spit 
the shells into the wind. He must have finished a kilo of 
them in three hours. At one point he apparently read my 
thoughts because he turned to me and said, “You 
know, give me a fire fight any day. But I hate being a 
rolling target ... Getting in and out is the worst.” 

We made it without incident, however, to a string of 
Israeli outposts located in the northernmost Israeli- 
controlled Lebanese territory. Our positions — lattice- 
works of underground bunkers, sand bags and fire posi¬ 
tions — dotted the mountaintops along a finger of 
Israeli-held territory that bulged into the Syrian lines and 
pointed accusingly at Damascus. 

We were on the far side of the Bah-kah, the Bekaa 
Valley, on the crown of breathtaking mountains that 
were covered with small Arab villages and peppered 
with PLO. From previous experience, we knew that the 
days would probably be relatively quiet and the nights 
vicious. 

We settled into the routine of self-disciplined veter¬ 
ans: informal equipment inspections, weapons mainte¬ 
nance, guard rotations, night ambushes and dawn pat¬ 
rols. My own platoon was assigned to an outpost on top 
of a mountain which towered above the countryside. 

The days were sunny and skin-peelingly dry; the nights 
were chilled with a bitter wind and, for a couple of days, 
it seemed we might experience something we had rare¬ 
ly felt in a combat zone: boredom. 

The Syrians were the first to dispel that notion. 

At a range of only 100 meters, you can pretty much 
look eyeball-to-eyeball at the guy who might decide to 
blow your head off — and vice versa. It is a strange 
sensation and we were feeling it every day. Each time I 
relieved a buddy at one of our many sandbagged guard 
positions, there they were — Syrian commandos. We 
were separated by a gully, a flimsy row of concertina, 
and a temporary agreement between our respective 
governments. We had orders not to fire unless pro¬ 
voked and I knew that our men would obey those 
orders. I was just sitting down in the mess bunker one 
evening, wondering how long it would be till the Arabs 
got itchy, when a lone Syrian sniper broke the spell. 

He was dug in deep behind a formation of the local 
volcanic rock, with just the barrel of his AK-47 sticking 
out. For a number of days after, always around sun¬ 
down, he harassed our guard post closest to him. No 
one could get a clean shot at him, and we had orders 
not to turn the obvious provocation into a nightly fire 
fight. Also, political considerations prevented us from 


House-to-house combat takes teamwork: MAG-toting 
Israeli paratrooper backs up squad armed with Galifs 
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physically crossing the “Red Line,” that nebulous half¬ 
way marker which, if overstepped, would mean all-out 
war. 

So the battalion CO bought the local IDF tank com¬ 
mander a beer. Soon after, an M60 Patton paid us a 
visit and stayed overnight, hull down and out of sight. 

The following evening our Syrian wise guy appeared 
at the usual time. A single, our armored boys put an 
end to that particularly dangerous annoyance. 

For a while after that, things were quiet, but our days 
and nights were overshadowed by that "how-long-can- 
this-last?” feeling. 

On 3 September the IDF began its pullback from the 
Shouf Mountains, where the Lebanese Christians and 
Druze were waiting for us to leave so they could get at 
each other. Backed by the Syrians, the Druze gunners 
opened up on Bahamdoun and the surrounding Christ¬ 
ian enclaves. Our outfit was scheduled to hold its posi¬ 
tion, as our sector was not part of the withdrawal, and 
every day and night the entire countryside reverberated 
with the thunder of heavy artillery. 

No one enjoys watching a bunch of fanatical tribal 
factions shelling civilian towns into oblivion, but to veter¬ 
an soldiers an unending silence can be even more un¬ 
nerving. The constant roar of artillery became some¬ 
thing of a comfort, although pretty soon the beautiful 
Lebanese countryside was obscured by a pallor of 
smoke that drifted from the Mediterranean to the Syrian 
border. Each night the sky was lit up by the flashes of 
gunfire and the red glow of burning villages. 

My buddies and I gathered late one night at the high- 


PROFESSIONAL SOLDIERS 

The Israeli army’s structure is unique among the 
world’s fighting forces. Men and women serve compul¬ 
sory periods, but that is only the beginning. Able-bodied 
males continue to serve in the reserves until the age of 
55, and women holding key ranks and positions are also 
regularly called up. 

Although her population is well under four million, 
Israel is able to field almost 500,000 troops in a matter of 
hours. This would be roughly equivalent to the United 
States having over 30 million combat-ready soldiers! 

Reserve duty in Israel is not of the summer camp or 
“weekend warrior” type. An IDF resen/e soldier, espe¬ 
cially one who belongs to a key fighting unit, can expect 
to train hard, see a lot of action, and do much more than 
the regularly required biannual stint. As a matter of fact, 
Israeli citizens often joke that they are professional sol¬ 
diers on leave for most of the year. 

Paratroop reserves and other members of elite forces 
have to be ready to be called up at any time. Sometimes, 
like comic book heroes, they are summoned from their 
homes to participate in some near-impossible mission, 
and then just as suddenly they must return to civilian life 
and reacclimate as if it never happened at all. 

Many Israelis are often outside the country on vaca¬ 
tions or studying abroad. There is no Israeli law requir¬ 
ing citizens to return for their reserve stints, but in a land 
where-“duty, honor, country” are concepts still held in 
high esteem, Israeli citizens from all over the world 
regularly appear to don their uniforms. 

And much like the Americans who joined the RAF 
long before the United States was involved in World War 
II, thejpse are a surprising number of who have taken 
Israeli citizenship to fight for a cause in which they 
believe. IDF reserve pay is negligible, but the spiritual 
rewards are great. In that sense, one could refer to all 
meSmbers of the Israel Defense Forces as Soldiers of 
Fortune. 

— S.P. Goodhill 


est point of our mountain nest. We watched the show 
— thousands of HE shells detonating in a seemingly 
unending crescendo — bursting across the mountain¬ 
sides like flashbulbs at a rock concert. One of my mates 
began to sing, in English, an old Eagles tune — “Some¬ 
body’s gonna hurt someone before the night is 
through.” 

Our light-machine-gunner, the “MAGist,” echoed 
everyone’s sentiments: “Look at those crazy Arabs 
slaughter each other,” he said, slowly shaking his head 
at the Dante-esque spectacle. “And they want the world 
to believe that we're the warmongers.” 

Dawn patrol. As anyone who has ever patrolled in un¬ 
friendly territory knows, waiting for a possible ambush is 
not a pleasant feeling. We knew that the terrorist teams 
were trying to infiltrate our area, and every bend in the 
road was suspect. We went out every day, moving on 
foot along the local mountain roads, backed up by our 
own men on APCs. And we waited for the first bullet, or 
the concussion of a booby trap. Every unfamiliar item 
lying on the shoulder might be “the one,” and every 
rustle in the bushes made thumbs twitch over the safe¬ 
ty. And, as each day went by without incident, every 
subsequent day worsened the odds. 

One morning the lieutenant decided to give me a 
break. Instead of sending me out on point of the foot 
patrol, he let me ride shotgun on one of the backup 
APCs. I dropped a belt of 7.62s into the breech of a 
Belgian MAG, slammed the cover, cocked the weapon 
and locked the safety. I put my Ml 6 with piggyback 
magazines on the steel deck next to me, and then I 
took out my cameras. So far I hadn’t had much of a 
chance to take pictures. 

Risky business, taking pictures in a hot combat zone, 
when you might need those first fractions of a second to 
fire your weapon instead of clicking a shutter. I had tried 
not to push my luck, and the guys sometimes ribbed me 
about being the resident tourist. But I had become sort 
of the unofficial platoon photographer. 

I was focusing on the point of the foot patrol when the 
report of a sniper rifle rattled through the valley; my fin¬ 
ger depressed the shutter. The lieutenant responded 
with the reflexes of a veteran, returning fire and taking 
the men off the road to outflank the suspected source of 
fire. Those of us who were mounted poured a steady 
stream of 7.62 and .50-caliber fire into a cavelike out¬ 
cropping of volcanic rock off to the right flank. But when 
we stormed the position, nobody was home. The frus¬ 
tration of fighting phantoms hovered over the rest of the 
day. 


IDF “MAGist” carefully aims short bursts characteristic 
of Israeli good fire discipline. 
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But patience is the keenest weapon of the hunter. Ev¬ 
ery night, squads from our battalion moved out on foot 
in coordinated patterns to set up ambushes. We careful¬ 
ly covered all of the suspected infiltration points. And 
we waited, lying there motionless for hours, freezing 
even in our special winter gear. 

Finally, we were rewarded. 

One night, shortly after midnight, the CO’s whisper 
crackled in the handset, which was covered by my ear. 
A patrol of three terrorists had been spotted by our 
observation posts, moving from Syrian lines toward our 
positions. The night was pitch-black, and we were in¬ 
structed to hold our fire until visuals were established. 

In super-slow motion, we moved our weapons into firing 
positions. 

One of the other ambushes spotted the trio first and 
opened up with a deafening blast of automatic fire. The 
rest of us watched the MAG tracers and then we 
opened up too, joining the tremendous roar of the 


DUAL NATIONAL 

S. P. Goodhill is a dual national, American-lsraeli, a 
situation he considers to be the very best of two worlds. 
He was inducted into the IDF in 1977 and volunteered 
for and was accepted into the paratroops, where he 
continues to serve as a noncommissioned officer. 

IDF security considerations are taken quite seriously 
by Israeli writers and journalists, and articles such as 
this one for SOF are voluntarily passed to an IDF censor 
before being submitted for publication. 

Goodhill is currently completing a novel about an 
Israeli paratroop battalion. 


Ml6s, Galils and LMGs. It seemed as if the whole val¬ 
ley was shaking and the bright red tails of the tracers 
bounced off the rocky terrain and sailed crazily across 
the night sky 

At first the three PLOs returned a few feeble AK-47 
bursts, but then they hunkered down behind some boul¬ 
ders while we saturated the area with light-arms fire and 
fragmentation grenades. Then we rushed them, moving 
in formation, line abreast and firing all the while. 

Two of the terrorists lay behind the rocks, scared and 
lightly wounded. They had thrown down their Kalash¬ 
nikovs, but they still wore the Russian combat webbing. 
Their commander was dead. Our medics treated the 
prisoners, as well as our own wounded. One of our own 
men had taken some Russian rounds in the legs and 
was medevacked out. 

Ironically, substantial contact with the enemy released 
a great deal of tension among the men in the battalion, 
even though we expected infiltration attempts to in¬ 
crease considerably. But word must have filtered back 
to the PLO on the Syrian side that our unit was not to 
be toyed with, for from that night until the end of our 
tour, no more terrorists tried to infiltrate our lines. 

Despite a job well done, the whole battalion heaved a 
collective sigh of relief when we crossed the border 
back into Israel. 

A bunch of us sat down together at an outdoor cafe 
In Tel Aviv for one last drink before we went home. We 
watched the pretty girls go by and the tourists gawking 
at our dusty fatigues and SMGs. We talked about^pur 
own wives and kids at home. Finally, we tipped one to 
our own continuing good health, and as we parted 
ways, one of the men summarized tHe fate of the Israeli 
combat reservist ... • t 

"Until the next time, boys .... Until the next time 


SEPTEMBER 64 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 53 













v, Ali, and geographic ft 
Afghanistan's northern c< 




NIGHT 
RAIDERS ON 
RUSSIA’S 
BORDER 




• - 


slid the 
from safe 
le gently eased 




BDUL Ghani stopped and 
ectojc cm nijT AKM fr< 
lown to fuli-duto, then 
back the bi^tUand let it"*rlde > forward 
again. A series of hard metallic clicks 
followed as the mejVbehind him did the 
same. Cigarettes were extinguished 
and for no orte spoke. 

I glanced at nip watch. Aliflpst 1940r* 
From the ruiqiber otpeopfc around, it 
"might have been aftejr midnight' 

We mdved on a<£ftt), hugging the 
shadows* bunchirrif in th^ recesses of 
doorways, moving out p&st shop froi 
in ones an^ twos. Most voeie already 
boarded up, but in the few stijOkepen to 
rv the street, bearded fnerchants^w^be* 
hind <jtitterfng oil lamip^^ome^la^ed. 
hands ji\ greeting. But 


Text & Photos 
by Mike Winches 


' 

*Wy4irst sight of the mosqufe had been 
on an evening in the late summer of 
1971,-tyhen its forecourt was crowded 
ith worshippers. The retum visit was 
rtly nostalgia, partly an opportunity 
to see just how much ground the 
Soviets controlled in "urban centers 
~~ ight on their qg/n doorstep. 

Solar, apparently not much. But with 
the mqsque, it looked like we'd reached 
”€r no-go area. Ghani grinned and 
pointed again — more emphatic. 


shpok his head. 
He had a.point 

Cliff top 
DSiiK I1MG« 
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in greeting. But officially they jabbing motions. Only then 
had seeta nothing, heard nothing. did I pick them out beneath 

In the street a couple of citizens htir- the walls of the mosque, 
ried past with nervous glances at the file almost hidden ir^the 
ofjmujahideen, th^n J)ac|i*over theft darkness, the 
shoulders to the imerelcfibn* It wash't squat silhouettes 
difficult to" see what w^»on their minds of two tanks. He* 

— the middle of the^road was not d^ N tapped his Ka- 
heahhy place to be. lashnikov and 

About, % 100 niters frtom the *T- 
intersectioa Ghani Stopped again. The 
others Vnelted into the-darkness behind 
him. From a pool oFlight acrqss the 

street where a fruit stall was still opetv _^ 

th^ Radio Kabul announcer's voice provide 
floated across ft) us, talking about tHfc’ ~AA cover; 

“victoryofthe April [1978] revolution.” *1 ' 

Hardbelieve even Afghanistan's^ 

^h andfol of communists believed in that 
any* more. 

GJiani nudged me and pointed down 
the now-deserted street to the junction. 

“There it ts.” There was no street light¬ 
ing but at the intersection 
fic light blinked continuously. 

{he dome and minarets of the 
rose into the darkness — the 
legendary resting 
son-in-law, Ali, 
center Of 

tal, Mazar-i-Sharif. 




> 5 - 






SOF AFGHANISTAN 







Muj 

Mdrsudcrs_ 

Make Mayhem in 
Mazar-i-Shafff 




r-** 







Jamiat commander Zabiullah’s 
Marmool Gorge base is within sight 
off Mazar-i-Shariff. 


Somewhere behind us was the 
Teacher, a short, sharp-faced former in¬ 
structor of divinity who had found his 
second vocation with the Type 69 gre¬ 
nade launcher, a Chinese version of the 
RPG-7, with bipod and an optical sight 
that could be lit internally for night use. A 
hell of a waste: At that range it would have 
been difficult to miss. But that was one 
rule no one argued with — no use of 
RPGs around the Rowzah for fear of hit¬ 
ting the building. They took the religion 
and the mosque in particular seriously, 
very seriously. 

In the square and the apartment blocks 
that surrounded it there was still move¬ 
ment, the sound of a jeep engine, shouts. 
The “government” — mostly armed 
cadres of the People’s Democratic party, 
militia and some army units — was settling 
down for what promised to be another 
long night. 

Around their strongholds, of which the 
Rowzah square was perhaps the biggest, 
they set their own ambushes for the resist¬ 
ance groups that prowled the streets. 
Some even wore the turbans and loose- 
fitting jackets of the mujahideen; just as 
some mujahideen changed their clothes 
for captured army uniforms. Appearances 
counted for little. 

It was a shadow war of rooftops, dark¬ 
ened upper windows and tortuous back 
alleys; a sniper’s war occasionally punctu¬ 
ated by sustained bursts of automatic fire 
and the hammer of a heavy machine gun 
as a guerriWa attack went in against an 
army post. 

All that was without the lunatic fringe 
elements. In Afghanistan they were well 
represented on both sides. What followed 
on that evening was unexpected, inexplic¬ 
able and entirely Afghan. 

We’d already started moving back the 
way we’d come when the truck caught us. 



It was a small vehicle, as far as I could see a 
Soviet-built G A2-69. But the driver had to 
have been a local. He swung into the 
street from the junction by the mosque. I’d 
already turned and was waiting for him to 
pull up by the traffic lights. Instead he kept 
on coming as if he owned the town. Then 
the beam of the headlights had us pinned 
against the shop fronts, a line of 20 or 
more armed men. 

A moment of panic was frozen in the 
glare. One of the mujahideen bellowed, 
“ Dresh! (halt!).” Then there was a general 
dive for whatever cover was around. 
Sim ultaneously came a shriek of brakes as 
the driver registered the file of guerrillas 
along the sidewalk and, deciding this was 
not the way he was headed after all, slued 
the GAZ into a frantic U-tum. 

Only Big Qasim, an unflappable giant in 
his mid-20s armed with an AK-47, stood 
his ground and got off a quick, unaimed 
burst. He claimed subsequently he’d hit 
one of the guys in the back of the jeep. But 
if he did he was the only one to see it. The 
GAZ swerved wildly, mounted the side¬ 
walk on the far side of the street, scattering 
a pile of boxes, the driver fighting for con¬ 
trol. Then it careened back into the road 
and roared off into the gloom. 

A brief stunned silence fell. Then came 
a string of obscenities from Qasim and the 
helpless laughter of some of the others as 


they picked themselves up and dusted off 
their jackets. 

Today's struggle for Afghanistan is a 
war that has its roots deep in the Afghan 
countryside. Historically, it has been the 
tradition-bound rural areas that have 
been least amenable to ideas of “prog¬ 
ress” emanating from rulers in Kabul. The 
harsh Afghan terrain has also made the 
task of bringing independent-minded ru¬ 
ral and tribal areas to heel difficult if not 
impossible. The dilemma of Kabul’s Mar¬ 
xist regime today is not a new one. 

But since the Soviet invasion of Decem¬ 
ber 1979 and the upsurge of nationalist 
and religious fervor it ignited, Afghani¬ 
stan’s rural-based mujahideen have 
found ready support within the country’s 
major cities. The regime’s repressive poli¬ 
cies and in particular the ever-tightening 
squeeze to draft men into the army has 
also driven large numbers of young urba¬ 
nites into resistance ranks. 

How best to make use of their support 
in the cities has been another question 
though. Country-wide results have been 
mixed at best. In many cases urban ac¬ 
tions have been near disasters. 

Initial impulse fanned by almost univer¬ 
sal popular support prompted many 
groups to infiltrate urban areas from sur¬ 
rounding villages and establish a semi¬ 
permanent presence. That occurred most 


56 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER 84 








ABOVE: Western-style cammies 
serve as parade dress for 
Jamiat-i-Islami: They drew fire when 
worn on raid, since other 
mqjahideen mistook them for Afghan 
Army. BELOW: The sharp end: 
Tokarev-wielding resistance 
commander faces Russians across 
their border, the Amu Darya River. 



notably in the labyrinthine quarters of the 
“Old Cities” of Kandahar in the south and 
Herat in the far west. The weakness of the 
Afghan army and the initial reluctance of 
the Soviets to participate in high-profile 
urban sweeps encouraged this trend. 

But the resistance made the mistake of 
trying to hold the streets militarily and 
deny communist forces a face-saving 
semblance of daytime control. After 
Budapest 1956 it shouldn’t have sur¬ 
prised anyone, but the Afghans and the 
world were shocked by sustained artillery 
bombarbment of residential quarters 
backed by helicopter and jet strikes from 
nearby airbases. Some of this made the 
destruction of Beirut look like child’s play. 

Kandahar’s Old City first took the treat¬ 
ment in June 1981 in an attempt to flatten 
a quarter of the town the security forces 
could no longer hope to control. “It 
looked like a place destroyed by an earth¬ 
quake,” was how one eyewitness de¬ 
scribed it. Hundreds were reported killed. 

Early the next year, Kandahar took 
more of the same, then in May 1982 the 
sledgehammer hit Herat. At the end of a 
week-long air and artillery attack casualty 
estimates ran into four figures. The Herat 
slaughter still stands as Moscow’s most 
destructive operation in the war to date. 

At the end, the strikes were costly not 
only in human lives. They also cost the 


resistance heavily in terms of popular sup¬ 
port in ruined areasJthey could never have 
hoped to hold: which was exactly what 
Soviet commanders had intended. 
Thousands of surviving civilians fled to 
swell the refugee camps of Iran and Paki¬ 
stan. Often, those who stayed appealed to 
the mujahideen to cease operations in 
urban areas. 

In the north, the same pattern of events 
was played out in Khanabad, a medium¬ 
sized town some 25 kilometers east of 
Kunduz, not far from the Soviet border. 1 
had first visited it in late 1981, when it was 
firmly in resistance hands. After a six-week 
cross-country trek from Pakistan, being 
back in a real town — with shops, res¬ 
taurants, buses, even a still-functioning 
municipal turkish bath house — was like 
coming home. Administration of the town 
had been divided between the three main 
resistance parties in the province to avoid 
friction. A system of rotating control had 
been established, each group running the 
show for a week, then handing it over to 
the next Mujahideen patrols cruised the 
streets in captured jeeps, trucks and bat¬ 
tered sedans. 

Strictly for appearance, a small Afghan 
army garrison in a small fort on the out¬ 
skirts maintained the fiction of a govern¬ 
ment presence. Provided the army and a 
handful of Soviet advisers stayed behind 
their walls, an unofficial cease-fire was 
observed. A regular supply of ammunition 
from the fort to the mujahideen, and a 
flow of food in the opposite direction, rein¬ 
forced everyone’s interest in ensuring this 
happy state of affairs continued undis¬ 
turbed. It was slightly surreal — but entire¬ 
ly Afghan. 

Soviet reality was reimposed in April 
1982 when Red Army commanders in 
Kunduz decided enough was enough. 
Khanabad was to be saved for peace and 
progress. For openers they deployed a 
battery of 122mm BM-21 multiple rocket 
launchers against the town center. Troops 
— Soviet rather than Afghan — and 
armor moved in later to pick up the pieces. 
With over 200 civilian dead and wounded 
resistance was minimal. Hearts and 
minds, Soviet-style .... 

Mazar-i-Sharif was different. As in 
Kabul, the mujahideen had conceded the 
bottom-line reality of Soviet control by 
firepower. Resistance commanders 
understood that risking loss of popular 
support by bringing down retaliation on 
civilian heads was self-defeating. In 
Mazar-i-Sharif between dawn and midaf- 
temoon an approximation of government 
control existed. Only after 1500 hours did 
the rot set in. Emerging from safehouses, 
infiltrating from the countryside, picking 
off stray patrols, the resistance took over. 

It was a multi-pronged threat Ghani’s 
group which belonged to the Peshawar- 
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Camels are still a big part of 
logistical chain. These carry supplies 
near Amu Darya River on Soviet 
border. 


based Jamiat-i-Islami (Islamic Society) 
was just one of a plethora of factions oper¬ 
ating in and around the city. In Balkh 
Province, of which Mazar-i-Sharif is the 
capital, I counted nine major militarily ac¬ 
tive parties. Five were Sunni Muslims 
looking to Peshawar for support. The rest 
were Shi’ites: some conservative, others 
radicals receiving aid from their co¬ 
religionists across the border in Iran. 
When they were not fighting the Kabul 
regime and the Soviets, the Shi’ites had 
their private civil war going: conservatives 
vs. Khomeini-style radicals. 

But in and around Mazar-i-Sharif itself, 
it was Jamiat that called the shots. Much of 
that was due to geography. Groups loyal 
to the overall Jamiat commander, Zabiul- 
lah, were operating across most of the 
province — including the banks of the 
Amu Darya River that marks the Soviet 
frontier. But the party’s HQ was centrally 
placed, within sight of the city, where the 
plains of Turkestan meet the sharply rising 
massif of the Hindu Kush. The position 
where Zabiullah had established his base 
in the gorge of Marmoul was as impreg¬ 
nable as it was spectacular. 

The mouth of the gorge was a narrow 
fissure — wide enough at its base for two 
trucks to pass — in a rock wall several 
hundred feet high at the head of a broad, 
rocky valley. Any assault had to be frontal, 
approaching the gorge mouth up the 
open valley: the sort of position a platoon 
could hold against battalions. 

The gorge itself, about one kilometer 
long, formed a natural choke point be¬ 
tween the plains and city to the north and 
the mountain village of Marmoul to the 
south. In its dimmer recesses, the “muj” 
had built a mosque, assembly hall, field 
kitchens and a metal foundry close against 
the rock walls. Along the narrow track that 


twisted through the defile, captured jeeps 
and trucks were parked. Living accom¬ 
modation was in a honeycomb of caves 
drilled deep into the sides of the gorge and 
invulnerable to bombs that might fall into 
the ravine — something that would in any 
case have taken some very fancy preci¬ 
sion bombing. Electricity was provided by 
a central diesel-driven generator. 

Antiaircraft capability for once meant 
antiaircraft capability — rather than, as so 
often in Afghanistan, its absence. The 
sharp end consisted of four Dashika 
(DShK 12.7mm) HMGs and a couple of 
14.5mm ZPLJ-ls nicknamed 
“Zigouriacs.” The machine guns (which 
made up the backbone of the limited anti¬ 
aircraft arsenal) were scattered around the 
heights above the gorge in emplacements 
that ensured interlocking fields of fire. 

There was also a rudimentary but effec¬ 
tive early-warning system. On the crags 
above the gorge mouth, round-the-clock 
lookouts were posted connected by tele¬ 
phone to Commander Zabiullah’s 
“office” in a cave below. A dizzy, half- 
hour climb up the rock face from the gorge 


floor, the lookouts provided a sweeping 
panorama across the folds of hills that 
sloped away to the city. Beyond that, 
plains stretched away unbroken as far as 
the eye could see. 

But the closer view was more interest¬ 
ing. Clearly visible through binoculars on 
the eastern edge of the city was the airport 
and a neat line of Soviet choppers on the 
apron in front of the control tower. Occa¬ 
sionally a transport would swing in from 
the south, land and take off again. Warn¬ 
ing of any airstrikes against the gorge that 
did not come from bases inside the USSR 
itself could be given before the aircraft 
were even off the ground. 

At its southern end, the gorge widened 
out into a narrow, rugged valley that 
wound back into the mountains to Mar¬ 
moul. A Tadzhik settlement of over 3,000 
homes and solidly pro-Jamiat, Marmoul 
was big by Afghan standards. But its most 
striking feature was the sheer rock wall 
that rose from behind the village to rolling 
upland pastures at least 2,000 feet above. 
Connecting the village to the high ground 
was a narrow track that zigzagged back 
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Type 56 rifles show Chinese help for 
northern resistance groups. 


and forth across the rock face. From the 
approaches to the village it was a stagger¬ 
ing spectacle. 

Soviet attempts to break the resistance 
hold on Marmoul and the gorge had fo¬ 
cused on the high ground. In 1981 and 
again the next year attempts had been 
made to land heli-bome assault units on 
the flat heights. On both occasions the 
landings had gone off smoothly and con¬ 
trol of the uplands had enabled the 
Soviets to rain fire down on mujahideen 
positions near the village below. 

Things came unstuck when Soviet 
troops attempted to fight their way down 
the track, the only route to the village and 
the gorge stronghold beyond it. Scores of 
men died on the path and on the landing 
zone. On both occasions, the force was 
lifted out before reaching the village. 

In addition to the terrain, Jamiat had 
one other asset: Zabiullah himself. Rural 


resistance groups being short on dynamic, 
educated, politically-motivated lead¬ 
ership, Commander Zabiullah stood out 
Still young, at 29 he was a teacher of 
divinity in a Mazar-i-Sharif college before 
the Marxist take-over. His background 
embodies the Islamic movement that in¬ 
spires the resistance. 

With the 1978 coup he left home for 
Peshawar, a fast-growing center of exile 
activity. His military training was of the 
on-the-job variety in the Panjshir Valley 
which had been captured by the mujahi¬ 
deen before the Soviet invasion. 

In 1980 he returned to Mazar-i-Sharif 
with a handful of followers and 12 rifles. 
By early 1983 he commanded an esti¬ 
mated 6,000 armed men across Balkh 
Province and cemented links with like- 
minded commanders in neighboring pro¬ 
vinces of the north. Today, he is one of 
five or six resistance leaders whose names 
are household words across Afghanistan. 

Jamiat units operating in Mazar-i-Sharif 
city were mostly based in Marmoul Gorge, 
from where they would make sorties of 
two or three days at a time and return. I 
joined one of these groups, and kept a 
diary: 

Tuesday night , Mazar City. We moved 
into the city this evening, leaving the gorge 
around 1730 as dusk was settling in. It was 
overcast, with low clouds and gusting rain 
and the place looked like the end of the 
earth. There was only one jeep leaving but 
eight muj crammed into it. There was a 
good deal of waiting around while Zabiul¬ 
lah briefed a guy called Ibrahim who 
seemed to be in charge. Then the sentries 
at the checkpoint beyond the gorge 
checked weapons and ammunition and 
we rolled off. The idea was to join another, 
larger group that’s already been operating 
in the city a couple of days. 


The run into town took a little over an 
hour along a narrow, rutted track that 
twisted down through low hills onto the 
plain. By the time we came in sight of the 
city it was dark and the lights on the perim¬ 
eter of the Soviet base at Shadian on the 
southern edge of town were clearly visi¬ 
ble. As we came out of the hills the driver 
killed the headlights and slowed down. It 
was only at this point that I realized they 
were going to drive right into the city. 

The track that led into the southern sub¬ 
urbs passed between some kind of fuel 
dump on the left and the Soviet officers’ 
and advisers’ residential compound on 
the right. Both were largish areas, wired 
off with watchtowers. The fuel dump had 
searchlights. The distance we had to cross 
between them must have been about 500 
meters. At times the track was shielded by 
rising ground, at times exposed. It seemed 
like lunacy; they couldn’t help but see us. 

Amazingly, the security forces made no 
attempt either to patrol or mine the track 
at night. We rolled on in first gear, stop¬ 
ping when the searchlight swept over¬ 
head. At one point a couple of the muj 
jumped out and ran on ahead, Kalash¬ 
nikovs at the ready, to check for any un¬ 
pleasant surprises. By that time I was more 
than ready to get out myself. Five minutes 
later we were in the shelter of a walled 
street and pulled up outside a mosque. 

Some waiting around while the muj 
stocked up on cigarettes, supplies up at 
the gorge not being everything they 
might. Then we were led through into a 

Commanders ceremoniously 
distribute captured weapons to 
fiercest fighters. Zabiullah 
(bearded), commander off 
Jamiat-i-lslami forces In Balkh 
Province, is at extreme right. 
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Mujahid in Badakhshan Province in 
extreme northeast of country, 
bordering China and USSR. 


warren of mud-walled back-alleys to the 
house we are in now, a largish building in 
its own garden that appears to belong to 
the father of one of the men. 

We spread out in the living room and 
listened to the news on the Farsi-language 
service of the Voice of America and BBC. 
This was almost an evening ritual. Later a 
meal was served — rice, chicken, salad 
and local fruit. Food here was to be a big 
improvement on the gorge. 

During the meal a sizeable battle started 
up in the Shadian neighborhood. I 
stepped out into the garden to listen. Trac¬ 
er was criss-crossing the sky and several 
Dashikas were being used. Occasionally, 
there was the sound of a shell exploding 
— but I couldn’t work out whether it was 
outgoing tank fire or ongoing recoilless 
rifle. 

Wednesday 0200hours. Had just fallen 
asleep when the word came to move. 
Spent 15 minutes losing all sense of direc¬ 
tion in the maze of alleys, and then we 
stepped in through a large wooden gate, 
up a steep flight of steps and into a dimly lit 
upper room. An old man and a kid were 
sitting waiting. They served us tea, pro¬ 
vided bedding and left. Looked like we 
meet the others here. 

Wednesday 1030 hours. The rest of the 
group arrived during the night and the 
room was getting damn cramped. In all 
there must have been about 25 men, all 
armed with either Soviet AKMSs or 
Chinese Type 56-1 s. There were also a 
couple of guys with G3s. Conspicuous by 
its absence is the bottom end of the mu¬ 
jahideen arsenal — there were no old 
1944 Soviet Mosin-Nagant carbines, no 
Papashas (PPSh41: Soviet submachine 
guns previously used by the Afghan Army 
and captured in large quantities by the 
mujahideen in the early months of the 
war), and no Type 56 Carbines (Chinese 
SKSs). These guys were clearly the aris¬ 



tocracy of the resistance — nothing but 
the best. 

The G3s, either smuggled in from Paki¬ 
stan or former Imperial Iranian Army ver- 
sions (complete with Pahlavi crest 
stamped on them), are* the prestige 
weapons around here.The snag is getting 
hold of the 7.62mm NATO ammo, all of 
which has to be humped in from Pakistan. 
The current rate on the Mazar-i-Sharif 
black market is around 100 Afghanis 
(U.S.$1.60-$2.00) per round compared 
to 10 Afghanis for a Kalashnikov round. 
In other words, the price is astronomic. 

The other big favourite is the Type 56- 
1, since it can be easily hidden under a 
pertug (loose blanket worn over the 
shoulders by most Afghan men). This is 
particularly good news for the muj who 
operate alone or in pairs assassinating 
communist officials. 

We also have a couple of Chinese Type 
69 grenade launchers — one with a very 
fancy optical sight. These can be counted 
on to keep tanks and APCs at a respect¬ 
able distance during street fighting or give 
them a very warm welcome if they get 
close enough. These narrow streets are 
suicide for armor. 

There is one LMG in the group — what 
looks to be a Chinese version of the Czech 
ZB-26. While not as common as the 
Soviet RPD and RPK section weapons, 
there are quite a few of these ZB-26s 
around the north of Afghanistan. Some, 
with the old Afghan royal-crest stampings, 
appear to predate the present conflict. 
Others, like many of the Type-56 Car¬ 
bines, look like Chinese militia cast-offs. 

Public relations don’t appear to be 
much of a problem here. If the house 
where we stopped last night is any yard¬ 
stick the muj are well in with the populace. 
Most of the lads in this group say they are 
from the city anyway and had heard of 
Zabiullah before they joined the resist¬ 
ance. Several of them, including the 
Teacher — the RPG-man — worked in 


Outdated arms for resistance include 
Czech ZB 26/30 LMG. 


the same theological college as Zabiullah 
before the war. 

The average age is between 26 and 28 
and most of them have a reasonable 
amount of schooling behind them. After 
some of the rural groups where the man 
who can read or write is an exception, this 
is quite a change. 

We ate lunch out in the courtyard sur¬ 
rounded by high walls. Another pretty lav¬ 
ish spread followed by tea and distribution 
of ammunition for those who’d used some 
last night. The atmosphere was relaxed. 
Most of the men were sitting around 
cleaning weapons or killing time. The 
Teacher was busy on the RPGs with a 
pull-through. 

Earlier some local grey-beards called in 
to pay their respects to the commander, a 
youngish guy called Ghani. He says he’s 
22 and originally from Marmoul village 
but studied in the city before the war. He’s 
obviously made quite a name for himself 
and now ranks as overall Jamiat comman¬ 
der for urban operations. 

According to Ghani, this whole quarter 
of Mazar was “cleaned up” in 1980 and is 
now solidly pro-resistance. Hence little 
concern that news of our whereabouts will 
reach the KHAD (Khedmat-e-Etala’at-e - 
Daulat: National Intelligence Service, the 
East German-trained Afghan secret 
police) office. The general feeling is that if 
government forces do move out of a base 
we’ll get a report in plenty of time anyway. 

That’s probably just as well. The word is 
that when they do organize a sweep op¬ 
eration, the government makes a big job 
of it. For house-to-house searches in the 
city, Soviet troops are kept well out of the 
way and the Afghan Army stumbles into 
action. The pattern seems to be to seal off 
a whole quarter, using plenty of armor in 
the larger streets; then systematically 
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comb through it house to house with in¬ 
fantry. 

Last week, according to talk among the 
muj, they nailed two Jamiat guys who 
were operating in a pair and made the 
mistake of spending the whole night in the 
same house. Their whereabouts were be¬ 
trayed and they woke to find the place 
surrounded They fought it out from 0600 
through till 1300 hours when they were 
eventually killed. But they took eight sol¬ 
diers with them. 

Wednesday 1500hours. The operation 
this afternoon will not be making any his¬ 
tory books. The plan was to move across 
the southern part of Mazar to the main 
road that runs from the Rowzah to the 
army base at Shadia. There we were to 
pick off an armored patrol during the final 
hour of daylight when they reinforce posi¬ 
tions up at the Rowzah. So much for the 
plan .... 

Everything changed when we ran into 
an army unit patrolling the road on foot 
and a fire fight broke out The army, about 
a platoon strong, took up a defensive posi¬ 
tion in the grounds of the sports stadium 
protected by a high wall. The muj scat¬ 
tered into the gardens and alleys on the 
other side of the streets. 

The firing was heavy but often wild. In 
true Afghan style there was also plenty of 
verbal ammunition traded. Ghani was 
yelling at the army that they were Muslims 
too, and to come over and join us. Pir, one 
of the elder muj, big on noise but short on 
brainpower, promptly ruined the whole 
effect by blazing away with his Kalash¬ 
nikov into the air and calling them sons-of- 
bitches who’d sold out the country to the 
Soviets. Either way there was no big rush 
to turn themselves in. 

Firing continued for 30 minutes or so, 
then died down into desultory sniping. 
Then the soldiers, obviously bored by the 
whole business began to pull back 
through the stadium. Ghani eventually 
gave the order to cease fire — which had 
to be repeated about 10 times to quell the 
enthusiasm of the more aggressive mem¬ 
bers of the group. 

None of this was particularly impressive 
militarily. But the popular back-up was 
striking. Cyclists and pedestrians who’d 
passed the stadium before the firing be¬ 
came intense provided Ghani with a full 
run-down on army numbers and deploy¬ 
ment. There was also no shortage of 
householders prepared to lead us through 
their homes to better firing positions in 
gardens opposite the stadium. Several 
provided food and tea. The regime is 
clearly not well-loved around here. 

Thursday 1100 hours. We reached last 
night’s safe-house in a village on the edge 
of the city long after midnight. During the 
early evening we moved down towards 
the Rowzah and came close to bagging a 


GAZ-69 jeep for the motor-pool. Big 
Qasim is still cursing himself for having 
missed the driver and the rest for grovel¬ 
ling around on the ground when they 
should have been firing. Apart from Ghani 
and Qasim, the others regard the whole 
affair as a huge joke. 

Ate last night in a house just a few hun¬ 
dred meters from the mosque. The owner 
was obviously fairly well-off and spoke 
some English. In the day he works for the 
government as a civil servant; after dark 
he makes his home available to Jamiat 
guerrillas and provides them with interest¬ 
ing information. These guys really need 
some nerve. 

After the meal and tea ritual, there was 
work of another type to be done. Zabiul- 
lah has a growing intelligence network 
based at the gorge but with agents in 
town. Reports have been coming in of 
students working part time for KHAD. In 
exchange, presumably, they are ex¬ 
empted from being pressed into the army 
and packed off to fight. The gorge office 
had specific indications that one guy in 
particular had been informing. He was to 
be arrested and taken back to Marmoul 
for trial. 

They grabbed him shortly before mid¬ 
night. Most of the muj staked out the street 
— quite close to the apartments near the 
Rowzah and therefore militia-land. Ghani, 
Pir and Qasin disappeared into one of the 
apartment blocks. A very long half-hour 
passed. Then they emerged — five of 
them. It turned out our suspect had a 
friend staying who was also of interest. 

They were both around 20, unshaven 
and looking dazed and apprehensive — 
for good reason. A search of the apart¬ 
ment had revealed a Soviet TT33 pistol, 
which was incriminating enough. On a 
lighter note, Pir had also found some “dir¬ 
ty pictures’’ of several scantily clad babes 

Afghan Information Agency: 

Marmoul Gorge photo lab in cave 
•hows Ingenuity and persistence of 
freedom fighters. 




Mqjahideen with B-IO recoilless gun 
attack government district office in 
Baghlan Province. 


all a little on the overweight side. None of 
this was exactly Hustler material but it was 
obviously heavy stuff for Pir and the boys. 
The muj are not noted for their taste in 
pornography. 

The two were led off under guard to be 
driven back to the gorge. (Both were ex¬ 
ecuted by firing squad two weeks later 
after investigations and a trial by village 
elders and mullahs.) 

We left last night’s safe-house in the 
village after the standard breakfast of tea 
and fresh-baked bread. We are now 
camped in a garden amid a maze of 
orchards and market gardens on the east¬ 
ern fringe of the city. Aside from the 
advantage of keeping on the move and 
one step ahead of possible reports, the 
thinking is that if the Army does catch us, 
we have plenty of room to maneuver and 
no civilians are likely to get caught in the 
cross-fire. After yesterday’s brush at the 
stadium they have a good idea that Gha¬ 
ni’ s boys are back in town. 

Some of the muj are asleep in a small 
house built for family picnics in happier 
times. Others are sitting around in the sun. 
Waiting. So much of this game is waiting. 
And it’s the morning hours that are most 
dangerous. Once past noon there’s little 
chance of a major sweep getting under¬ 
way. 

Above us the occasional chopper 
thumps past. Mostly Mi-8 Hips None 
appears to be showing any special interest 
in this area. 

Thursday 1515 hours. Baba Yadgar vil¬ 
lage. Left the garden after a midday meal 
provided by the guy who owns the place. 
Then an hour’s march through gardens 
and cotton fields toward the Afghan Army 
Divisional garrison, situated some 10 
klicks west of the city proper. 

The village we are in now is on the road 
that runs out to the garrison. The group 
has split into two sections. The first, with 
Ghani and the Teacher, is up close, very 

Continued on page 84 
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H UEY helicopters swoop down from 
treetop level, swirling loose brush 
and dirt in all directions. One flares and 
settles near the wind-swept ground. The 
jungle lurks 20 meters away. Inside the 
ship, taut, camouflaged faces appear. 
Thumbs rest along Ml6 selectors; fingers 
caress triggers. Eyes search the jungle wall 
as muscles tense in anticipation. 

“Go,” shouts the team leader. Six tiger- 
suited men leap from the skids of the hover¬ 
ing Huey, beginning a race to the wood line. 
When the last man is clear, the watching 
pilot pulls pitch and the Huey reels toward 
the sky while the doorgunner trains his M60 
on the dwindling jungle. 

This typical class-day exercise of the 
MACV (Military Assistance Command- 
Vietnam) Recondo School illustrates the 
training methods which created combat sol¬ 
diers during the Vietnam-War era. The 
school combined the reality of combat with 
training to adapt to different tactical situa¬ 
tions. At the Recondo School, the final 
exam, a real five-day combat operation, 
could mean life or death. 

The school was the result of a young 
soldier’s experiences on the Nazi-occupied 
Normandy coast during the waning summer 
months of 1944. Impressed by efforts of the 
101st Airborne Division and the 1st Special 
Service Force, by 1958 that young soldier, 
William C. Westmoreland, would establish 
the first formal Army school strictly en¬ 
gaged in training for long-range reconnaiss¬ 
ance and commando tactics. 

As early as 1955, feasibility studies (called 
Operation Sagebrush) were performed at Ft. 
Bragg, N.C., to test troop insertion by heli¬ 
copter. Rickety H-34 helicopters moved a few 
small patrols from the newly-formed SKY- 
CAV unit no farther than 50 miles. Patrols 
were inserted and extracted from battlefield 
areas unsuited to airborne operations. This 
pioneer airmobile test showed the worth of 
“Extend Ground Reconnaissance.” The 
Army, however, did not yet recognize its need 
for airmobile operations. 

Westmoreland, who believed strongly in 
the importance of unconventional small- 
unit tactics to perform special operations in 
a conventional war, enlisted the support of 
MAJ Lewis L. Millet, a Korean War Medal 
of Honor recipient, and the two men helped 
establish the Army’s first formal recondo 
school. This two-week training course, held 
at Ft. Campbell, Ky., home of the 101st 
Airborne Division, gave the 101 st trooper 
reconnaissance and patrolling experience. 
Graduates were authorized to wear a broad, 
black and white, downward-pointing 
arrowhead V symbolizing woodlore, or the 
trooper’s ability to move against the enemy 
by air-drop transport, day or night. Gradu¬ 
ates became known by the nickname “Re¬ 
condo.” 

Although unconventional warfare was a 
way of life in Southeast Asia, initially in the 
Vietnam War line-unit recon troops were 
often sacrificed to the body-count syndrome 
when division commanders sent them into 
enemy sectors to engage infiltrators, turning 
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what should have been intelligence- 
gathering reconnaissance missions into 
ambush and heavy-combat patrols. In addi¬ 
tion, most line units, unlike the Special 
Forces, had no specialized recon training. 
As a result, LRRPs (Long Range Recon¬ 
naissance Patrols) had become ineffective. 

The Special Forces soldier was the true 
reconnaissance and intelligence specialist in 
Vietnam. Special Forces grew like a tree 
hidden by jungle canopy; its roots spread 
throughout South Vietnam. Attached to the 
main trunk were the project detachments. 
They were initiated to train CIDGs (Civilian 
Irregular Defense Groups) in LRRP tech¬ 
niques. Their missions encompassed loca¬ 
tion of enemy units, air strike coordination 
and harassing and deception. Project Delta 
(Det. B-52) grew first, and then Projects 
Omega (Det. B-50) and Sigma (Det. B-56). 
These projects demanded soldiers trained in 
all aspects of long-range strategic recon¬ 
naissance, and Special Forces had organic 
specialized training geared to teach these 
tactics. 

In September 1966, Project Delta de¬ 
veloped a comprehensive training POI 
(Program of Instruction) in strategic recon 
for all incoming personnel at its Nha Trang 
base 20 miles north of Cam Ranh Bay on the 
South China Sea. Replacements were 
assigned to a recon team on stand-down. 
The training cycle familiarized them with 
techniques of patrolling, insertion and ex¬ 
traction, and intelligence gathering. They 
also got to know other team members. It 
also trained each team as an integral unit, 

It’s not as easy as it looks. ARVN trainees 
climb and descend rope ladders mounted on 
UH-1D to prepare for combat operations. 


newcomers and veterans alike. In its final 
stages, the school staff determined which 
men should be eliminated from the tehm. 
Since cohesiveness was all-important, each 
man’s strengths and weaknesses had to be 
discovered before committing the team to 
the field. Retraining cycles could occur as 
often as five times a month. 

The MACV staff, who were already delv¬ 
ing into the training dilemma, took note of 
the Delta program. GEN Westmoreland, 
now commander of MACV, recognized the 
need for a separate, unique, rigorous train¬ 
ing dealing specifically with intelligence 
like those programs provided throughout 
Vietnam by Special Forces projects. Staff 
studies of training techniques led to the 
formation of a wartime school to train 
selected U.S. and Free World/Military 
Assistance Forces personnel in specialized 
reconnaissance techniques and skills. 

A 150-by-200-meter Recondo compound 
was built next to Project Delta’s training 
area. Although the two compounds shared a 
gate and their outer fences were part of the 
Nha Trang installation defense command 
perimeter, each remained a separate entity, 
involved in its own mission. The Recondo 
compound was spartan: rows of one-story 
cinder-block billets and offices that in¬ 
cluded an aid station, TOC (Tactical Opera¬ 
tions Center) and supply buildings, all 
roofed with corrugated tin and with open 
window spaces covered by wooden shut¬ 
ters. To the east, outside the walls and 
fences, a rice paddy was made into a 
makeshift LZ. 

Defensive walls, machine-gun parapets, 
barbed wire and mine fields lined the camp 
perimeter. An 81 mm mortar pit was central¬ 
ly positioned near the main classroom. Both 
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ABOVE: Extraction exercise gives recondo trainees practice at rescuing wounded from 
rugged terrain. BELOW: Extraction made easy. ST ABO rig assures greater safety for 
rider when plucked from the jungle. Photo: 5th Special Forces 




a railroad-style timber water-tower and a 
45-foot rappelling platform sported the 
school insignia* a variation of Westmore¬ 
land’s first Recondo patch: The broad-faced 
arrow held a white V with the word “Re¬ 
condo” emblazoned above. 

The school used the existing staff of 5th 
Special Forces Group. Instructors were re¬ 
cruited from seasoned Group veterans. 
They had to be E-7s or above, have at least 
one prior Vietnam tour and a prior assign¬ 
ment to a Special Operations Project dealing 
mainly in reconnaissance. The 5th Group 
deputy commander of Special Operations 
was responsible for cadre selection, its HQ 
personnel carried out the school’s finance 
and administration and its Logistical Center 
provided supplies and equipment. Since the 
281st Assault Helicopter Company already 
provided Project Delta with two platoons of 
Slicks (UH-ls) and one platoon of 
gunships, a third platoon, known as the 
“Rat Pack,” was added to support the Re¬ 
condo School. 

The school was established to serve all of 
M ACV, and operational control came under 
the command of COL Francis J. Kelly, 5th 
Group commander. MAJ Art “Bo” Baker, 
past commander of the 2nd Battalion, 5th 
Infantry Rangers and assistant S-3 of Pro¬ 
ject Delta, became first the first Recondo 
School commandant. 

Formal school operations began on 15 
September 1966 with the arrival of the first 
class of 42 students. All were hand-picked 
volunteers of a combat arms MOS. Recon¬ 
do candidates needed excellent physical 
condition, one month in-country and at least 
six more months to serve in Vietnam in a 
LRRP unit. Average student age was 20, 
and 75 percent of them had combat-patrol 
experience. Prospective Recondo students 
were chosen by parent unit, but because of 
operational objectives and critically high 
standards, the Recondo School staff made 
final choice. 

The school had 48 enlisted men and six 
officers on its authorized cadre roster. Aus¬ 
tralian warrant officers assisted the ATTV 
(Australian Training Team in Vietnam) and 
SAS in Recondo training, and occasionally 
led American teams on patrol. South Ko¬ 
rean students were in best physical condi¬ 
tion. ROK officers and NCOs of the Korean 
counterparts of Special Forces were well- 
versed in long-range recon and accompa¬ 
nied their men on field exercises and mis¬ 
sions. 

Student roster was 120 men, a new cycle 
of 60 starting every two weeks. The three- 
week training period was grueling, and each 
class’ elimination rate exceeded 30 percent. 
Only students who were mentally and phy¬ 
sically prepared could make it. 

The first Recondo class of 42 students 
came from many units, including the 9th, 
25th, and 4th Infantry Divisions, the 101st 
Airborne Division, the 173rd Airborne Bri¬ 
gade, the 1st Air Cavalry, the 3rd Squadron 
SAS Regiment of the Australian Army, 
and, of course, Special Forces. 

On arrival, a standard Airborne PT Test 
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determined each man’s condition. The Go’s 
were separated from the No-Go’s. Remain¬ 
ing men were separated into teams, each 
with one instructor in command. Men from 
the same or related units were kept together. 

A typical class member arrived at Nha 
Trang with his weapon and LBE (Load 
Bearing Equipment). Specialized equip¬ 
ment was issued from school supply: linen, 
ST ABO harness, signal mirror, strobe, ti¬ 
ger-stripe, boonie cap, smoke grenades, 
pen flare, VS-17 ground signal panel and 
the URC-10 emergency handheld radio. 

He stepped out of supply into midmom- 
ing glare, carrying a 30-pound ruck (as he 
would do for the rest of his training). He was 
then led off on a tranquil, hour-long, seven- 
mile constitutional through the hills. At the 
rappelling tower a jovial instructor shoved 
rope into his hands. He ascended the 30 feet 
twice — once with his ruck and once with¬ 
out: He might have to climb a rope into a 
hovering chopper. In addition, Army Con¬ 
ditioning Drill #1, Exercise #1 — the 
pushup — was generously applied. 

First week curriculum consisted of 
academic subjects: map reading, aerial 
photo analysis, emergency medical aid, 
PRC-25 familiarization, and principles of 
intelligence. 

Proficient with weapons on arrival, stu¬ 
dents learned only nomenclature and specs 
of NVA/VC weapons, immediate action 
drills and sabotage. 

The length of classes varied, depending 
on students. Classes were lengthened or 
shortened to fit aptitudes and difficulties: 
Originally map-reading tests were given on 
the first day. but the failure rate was so high 
15 hours of class map work were added 
before examination. 

Medical instruction, including use of the 
albumin blood expander unit and intra- 
muscular/intravenous injections, lasted six 
hours. 

Patrolling occupied 23 hours of instruc¬ 
tion. Students were already confident of 
their patrolling skill, since they'd been 
chosen to attend Recondo school and had 
been on patrols since their arrival in¬ 
country. But their idea of reconnaissance 
completely missed the mark, since intelli¬ 
gence gathering on a heavy combat patrol 
was strictly by chance. 

Also, students had to learn the difference 
between LRRP and strategic recon. LRRP 
teams operated in a limited area forward of 
the FEBA (Forward Edge of the Battle 
Area), a distance usually equivalent to the 
largest piece of artillery in direct support. 
(In Vietnam this could mean anything from 
a 105mm howitzer to offshore eight- 
inchers.) In contrast, the SF soldier excelled 
in strategic recon. He ranged the entire 
countryside, without support gunnery. SF 
support came by air. A flight of Navy A-4s 
from a carrier, unable to complete a mission 
and cruising aimlessly about, or Army AH- 
1 Cobras on search-and-destroy might be 
assigned to assist strategic recon. With air 
support they roamed South Vietnam, sup¬ 
plying intelligence to the highest level of 



ABOVE: Recondo demo team await arrival of LTG Freund and party. BELOW: The 
easiest way to get into action is to jump. Recon trainee rappels from UH-1D. 
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command for dissemination down the 
chain. Company-sized recon units such as 
Project Omega and the Mike Force provided 
a constant flow of intelligence. MACV’s 
Recondo School wanted these veterans of 
the Special Operations units as teachers be¬ 
cause of their wealth of accumulated know¬ 
ledge about sound, secure patrolling. 

Methods of helibome infiltration/exfil¬ 
tration were important to the Recondo. Proj¬ 
ect Delta had already devised fundamental 
rigs from rope and webbing to extract men 
from the jungle. One of these was the 
McGuire Rig made of two rope slings con¬ 
nected together to hoist recon teams from 
dense jungle with no LZ. A large loop was 
slung for a seat and a smaller one attached 
farther up for a handhold. The McGuire Rig 
was useless for badly wounded or uncon¬ 
scious men. 

In 1968 MAJ Robert L. Stevens, then 
commandant Recondo School, CPT John 
D.H. Knabb, his deputy, and SFC Clifford 
L. Roberts constructed a web harness that 
closely resembled a parachute’s: the STA- 
BO harness (the acronym comes from the 
names of its inventors). D-rings were 
attached to the crest of the shoulder straps. 
Carabiners from ropes of hovering Hueys 
could be connected to the rings. The STA- 
BO enabled hook-up and extraction while 
delivering suppressive fire in a 360-degree 
radius. Team casualties, conscious or un¬ 
conscious, could also be lifted out. The 
STABO became the Recondo’s primary 
egress system and became part of the stu¬ 
dent’s equipment-issue. 

As the days passed, students learned the 
recon trade, developing confidence to face 
the final patrol. PT at 0430 was followed by 
progressively lengthened ruck marches. 

Water training, on the Nha Trang coast¬ 
line by Beach Road, began with capsized- 
boat drills and infiltration by small craft. 
After gruelling hours, students collapsed on 
the beach to dry in the warm sun. 

Then a deuce-and-a-half pulled off the 
road. The tailgate dropped, revealing a bed¬ 
load of cold beer. The ensuing melee of 
parched men put aside “recondolization” 
for their brew, but they knew that next 
week’s training would be on the island wait¬ 
ing ten miles across the water. 

Hon Tre Island is less than a mile long 
with a 40-meter “mountain” on its north¬ 
east side. Narrow beaches are strewn with 
jagged rock and sand. Where no beach ex¬ 
ists, small cliffs rise out of the sea. Rock 
stretches just under the surface for a short 
distance before dropping deep into the sea. 
Covered by rolling green, broken by clus¬ 
ters of trees and brush, its only inhabitants 
are small herds of goats and cattle. 

It was here that the fledgling Recondo 
first applied the information he’d heard 
from the platform. 

At Hon Tre the cadre could see their 
people in action and show them the comba¬ 
tive law of physics: “For every action there 
must be an immediate and ferocious reac¬ 
tion, or an expedient line of departure.” 
Students learned the Dos and Don’ts of pa¬ 


trolling. They learned to use hand signals, 
select rendezvous sites and identify booby 
traps. They had to navigate a jungle lane 
where silhouette targets popped up from 
surrounding brush and dispatch them by the 
“Quick Fire” method. They zeroed their 
weapons at a compact firing range on the 
island. Other ranges acquainted them with 
the Ml4 and M16 series antipersonnel 
mines and the M18 Claymore mine. 

Patrolling was still the primary lesson. 

Students absorbed lessons on cover and 
concealment, noise and light security, per¬ 
sonal and weapon camouflage, sound and 
smell recognition, and establishing OPs and 
LPs. They continuously reviewed the three 
Ds of counterintelligence: Deny, detect and 
deceive. The less the enemy knew about 
you, the easier he was to defeat. When he 
left Hon Tre, the Recondo could “snoop 
and poop” with the best. 

When Recondo students returned to the 


Recondo students climb into rubber raft for 
an exercise in amphibious operations. 


compound, they had a brief rest before the 
big week, the final test. Appropriately nick¬ 
named “You Bet Your Life,” this five-day 
reconnaissance mission separated MACV 
Recondo School from all others. To gradu¬ 
ate the Recondo School student had to stand 
up against the real thing. 

The Nha Trang area support command, 
5th Special Forces Operational Base 
(SFOB), Nha Trang Air Base and the city 
itself formed a quadrangle which came 
under fire from the surrounding mountains. 
Recondo School’s training missions pro¬ 
vided intelligence for the defense of Nha 
Trang. 

A warning order issued to each six-to-14- 
man team was followed by an operation 
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order. Students picked up equipment and 
checked it. Students, with guidance from 
instructors, planned and coordinated the 
tentative mission, rotating assignments so 
each played every part in the process. A 
student/cadre chain of command was estab¬ 
lished. The Launch Officer (LO) assumed 
overall responsibility for the operation from 
receipt of the warning order to the closing 
statement of the after-action report. During 
a recon flight over the area of operation, 
students and instructors selected primary 
and alternate infil/exfil sites. 

At Hour Nine (H-9), troop helicopters of 
the 281 st Assault Helicopter Company were 
rigged by the operations sergeant, and the 
LO informed TOC of the team composition. 
Three Hueys transported the teams while 
three UH-1B gunships provided support. 
Often, Air Force O-IE Bird Dog planes 
were requested as a FAC (Forward Air Con¬ 
trol) for on-call air strikes. 


At H-8, teams were moved to the launch 
sites and given final instructions. 

At H-l, the team leader shouted, “Load 
up.” 

Huey transports departed southwest from 
Nha Trang to rendezvous and identify on a 
preselected frequency at altitude with sup¬ 
port aircraft and the Command and Control 
ship, which carried the school commandant 
and S-3. 

Students’ sweat dried into a paste of body 
salt and camouflage stick in the cold blast of 
air through the Huey doors. The pilot and 
co-pilot placidly tuned radios and glanced at 
instrument dials. The doorgunner leaned 
against his M60. A belt of 7.62 ran down 
into the ammo box. The last vestiges of 
sunlight gleamed from beyond the hills. 

Ahead, a small blotch of brown appeared 
in the jungle canopy 500 feet below. A 
radial patchwork of toppled elephant grass 
spread toward the tree line. Abruptly, they 


were upon it, and without changing speed, 
they zoomed over and past, the instructor 
intentiy studying the area. He leaned back 
into the cabin and adjusted his headset, lips 
moving. 

The C and C ship transmitted: “Mission 
is a ‘GO,’ ” and the Hueys rolled into a 
diamond formation, the first team bird mov¬ 
ing to the tail slot. The dark choppers made 
their final run slowly, again approaching the 
LZ. The blades turned, deflecting more air, 
and the characteristic thumping deepened. 
The lead ship intentionally overshot the 
clearing, the second and third doggedly pur¬ 
suing, and when the last ship followed suit, 
the floor dropped out from under the first 
team. The doorgunner directed his M60 to¬ 
ward the surrounding wall of tangled vines 
and trees. The bird skimmed the LZ with 
everyone coiled to eject. 

The team leader shouted, “GO,” and the 
Huey’s sides vomited green bodies, which 
hit the ground at a run. The team bird joined 
the lagging formation. The illusion was 
complete: a routine overflight. On the 
ground, the team moved in the direction of 
the departing birds, 100 yards into the 
wood line. The student team leader im¬ 
mediately took head count in the absolute 
silence. He listened for rustling foliage, 
metallic clicks or other minute sounds that 
could indicate the presence of enemy sol¬ 
diers. 

The instructor was confident of the land¬ 
ing-zone security. The team had to find a 
RON (remain overnight) site before dark, 
but first it made its first transmission on the 
PRC-25, notifying the school that all was 
well and the team was proceeding with the 
mission. 

The team selected a good site with a point 
of limited visibility, adequate cover and 
concealment. The team was arranged so that 
by lying head to head, half could sleep while 
half remained awake. They rotated every 
few hours. Except for radio work, a strict 
code of silence was enforced, the men using 
hand and arm signals to communicate. 

Common fear was the most deadly adver¬ 
sary, as another team discovered. On their 
combat exercise, they went into their RON 
site and set up security. One nervous soldier 
fell asleep, cradling a WP (white phosphor¬ 
us) grenade in his hand, the pin pulled. 
During the night, he either heard a warning 
noise or change of guard, and dropped the 
grenade, the handle flying off. Searing 
phosphorous exploded and ignited the jung¬ 
le. 

The team members suffered third-degree 
bums as they packed their comrade in mud, 
trying to extinguish his burning body. The 
acid-like gel ate the flesh from his frame. A 
school staff member was medevacked to a 
waiting field hospital and placed on life- 
support equipment to counteract phosphor¬ 
ous poisoning. 

Fear can wreak havoc upon one man or an 
entire team. In Recondo weak links are un¬ 
acceptable. 

Continued on page 88 
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A RMED guards blocked the doors to the 
L Ft. Bragg briefing room. The briefing 
inside was classfied Secret . Officers and 
key NCOs of the 82nd Airborne Division 
were receiving orders to parachute one bri¬ 
gade and a supporting artillery battalion 
onto a tiny Caribbean island threatened by 
rampaging communist rebels. Soon, Presi¬ 
dent Lyndon U. Johnson would publicly 
announce on television what the paratroop¬ 
ers were already learning: that the United 
States was intervening in the Dominican 
Republic to prevent another communist 
takeover of America’s Latin neighbors. The 
United States did not want a “second 
Cuba.” 

“The American nations cannot, must not 
and will not,” the president was to say, 
“permit the establishment of another com¬ 
munist government in the Western Hemis¬ 
phere.” 


U.S. troops deliver food supplies to civilians 
during fighting for Santo Domingo. 


The 82nd Division had been on full alert 
for several days, ever since the communist- 
inspired rebellion exploded in Santo 
Domingo on 24 April 1965. But until this 
briefing, no one actually believed LBJ 
would send troops to the Caribbean. That 
was CIA territory: covert operations. Bay of 
Pigs and all that. Paratroopers were overt; 
the world knew who they were and why they 
were there. 

The soldiers filing from the briefing room 
were subdued, grimly contemplating what 
promised to shape up as the largest airborne 
combat operation since World War II. They 
were members of the DRF (Division Ready 
Force) and of the 2nd Battalion, 321st Artil¬ 
lery. DRF duty rotated on a monthly basis 


among the 82nd Division’s three brigades, 
during which time the DRF brigade was 
required to maintain constant readiness for 
deployment anywhere in the world. De¬ 
ployment had suddenly become a reality. 

“Jesus H. Christ,” a GI muttered, 
“they’re talking about war/” 

“Nah,” responded another. “We’ll kick 
Red asses and be back by next Saturday.” 

One of the officers leaving the briefing 
was 1st Lt. David Humble, executive offi¬ 
cer of A Battery, 2nd Battalion, 321st 
Artillery. He was already contemplating the 
tremendous organization and logistical sup¬ 
port required to assemble the airborne GIs at 
Pope Air Force Base and transport them and 
their battle gear to a staging area in Puerto 
Rico. In Puerto Rico, the troops would rig 
their big guns, vehicles and bundles for 
airdrop, and don their own parachutes. The 
drop zone was the San Isidro Air Base out- 
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side Santo Domingo, at last report, being 
held by aimed communist rebels — a hot 
DZ. Once on the ground, the infantry would 
secure the air base and prepare to assault the 
city in order to reach the Ambassador Hotel 
where some 1,300 trapped American 
citizens and other foreigners were en¬ 
dangered by maurading urban guerrillas. 
The artillery would set up its cannon in 
support. 

U.S. Marines were already in position on 
the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Boxer off the 
Dominican coast. The carrier had quickly 
steamed toward the island two weeks ago 
when the CIA reported trouble brewing. 
The Marines were prepared to land 1.100 
leathernecks in coordination with the Army 
airborne operation and launch a pincer 
movement toward the Ambassador Hotel. It 
would be the first landing of U.S. Marines 
in the Caribbean since 1926 when Marines 
landed in Nicaragua. 

It was not going to be a picnic. Lt. Hum¬ 
ble and others familar with Latin American 
politics had no illusions. Third World na¬ 
tions had a way of getting nasty about their 
rebellions, especially when the commies 
were there to keep things stirred up. 

After Castro’s consolidation of commu¬ 
nist power in Cuba, the Reds had grown 
bolder in Central and South America and in 
the Caribbean. Backed by Russia, Castro 
was exporting revolution to his neighbors. 
U.S. intelligence had learned that the Reds 
were targeting Venezuela, Colombia and 
Guatemala for immediate revolution. Next 
were Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Haiti, the 
tiny country which shared the same island 
with the Dominican Republic. Presumably, 
an uprising in one country would sweep 
through Latin America, leaving commun¬ 
ists in power from Mexico to Tierra del 
Fuego. 

The Dominican Republic’s deteriorating 
political and social conditions had apparent¬ 
ly prompted the Reds to move it up on their 
target list. When world sugar prices plum¬ 
meted, the sugar-based economy on the is¬ 
land all but collapsed. Communist agents 
began filtering into the tiny country of 3.2 
million to speed up the revolution and guide 
it in the desired direction. As early as Octo¬ 
ber 1964, mimeographed handbills told dis¬ 
sidents how to make Molotov cocktails, 
build street barricades, plant bombs and 
seize aims. Two weeks before the Domini¬ 
can revolt, Venezuelan police arrested three 
Italian Reds and charged them with trying to 
smuggle in $330,000, apparently for 
financing a revolution in the Caribbean. In¬ 
vestigation revealed the money came from 
Moscow. 

President Donald Reid Cabral headed the 
sixth Dominican government since Trujil¬ 
lo’s assassination four years before. 
Already unpopular because of his program 
of austerity to prevent total economic col¬ 
lapse, he became even more so when he 
fired several high-ranking militaiy officers 
for allegedly plotting against him. 

Juan Bosch proposed to replace Cabral as 
president, as he himself had been replaced 


Rebels barricaded streets and used 
barricades as fighting positions. Rebel, 
loyalist and Dominican civilians suffered 
thousands of casualties in fierce fighting. 

in a coup in September 1963. Since then 
Bosch had been in San Juan, using his exile 
to plot with known communist leaders to 
regain power. Although he was not known 
as a Red, he apparently would collaborate 
with them if it would restore him to the 
presidential mansion in Santo Domingo. 

Two weeks before the fateful Saturday in 
April, 52 trained communist agents slipped 
onto the island either by using forged pass¬ 
ports or by night-landing by boat on isolated 
shores; 32 of these ruthless agitators were 
trained in Cuba, the rest graduates of guer¬ 
rilla-warfare schools in Russia, China and 
other Eastern Bloc nations. They were wait¬ 
ing for one thing: an incident to spark the 
powder keg. 

They got their wish 24 April when three 
colonels dismissed by Cabral seized and 
disarmed the Army chief of staff in an ap¬ 
parent coup attempt. A half-hour later, 
other plotters obtained control of the gov¬ 
ernment radio and TV station. For 35 mi¬ 
nutes, garbed in full beards and berets in 
imitation of Castro’s Cubans, they broad¬ 
cast false reports of the fall of the regime, 
urging listeners to take to the streets to finish 
the overthrow. 

Red guerrillas had been stockpiling 
weapons and ammunition for just such an 
opportunity. Munitions began appearing in 
civilian hands on Saturday night as people 
“spontaneously’ ’ took to the streets to cele¬ 
brate. Many soldiers from the lower eche¬ 
lons of the Army followed the dissident 
colonels into the Red camp and into the 
streets alongside the now-armed urban 
guerrillas. In Puerto Rico, Juan Bosch 
packed his bags, expecting a triumphant 
return to Santo Domingo. 

President Cabral came on the air to prove 
he was still in power, bluntly proclaiming 
that disloyal elements would be fired upon 
unless they surrendered by 0500 Sunday. 


The Air Force, Navy, some Army elements 
and the capital’s 10,000 armed police still 
supported Cabral. However, Gen. Elias 
Wessin y Wessin refused to carry out the 
order to fire because he was convinced he 
was witnessing a genuine popular uprising. 

By Sunday night, an estimated 20,000 of 
the city’s 400,000 people were armed and 
virtually running amuck. They ranged from 
communist agents to common looters. 
Green fatigue uniforms were popular, espe¬ 
cially among bands of young terrorists who 
called themselves Tigres and carried burp 
guns and other automatic weapons, includ¬ 
ing heavy .50-caliber machine guns. Soon 
after nightfall, the rebels began to concen¬ 
trate on Santo Domingo’s police force. 

After the rebels captured Radio Patrola, 
the network station by which the police 
directed themselves, the police were forced 
to fight in small, isolated groups. Pitched 
battles ensued. Hundreds of police died dur¬ 
ing the first three days of the rebellion, their 
bodies dumped hurriedly into mass graves 
or left to rot beneath the tropical sun. 

The well-armed, well-led rebels also 
fought in small cells. The clatter of gunfire 
echoed above city streets as clashes con¬ 
tinued between pro- and antigovemment 
forces. Buildings were torched, businesses 
looted. Terrorists began selecting targets for 
assassination. Anyone believed to oppose 
communism was dragged from his home. 

“To the wall! To the wall!’’ the assassins 
chanted, mimicking scenes from Castro’s 
own mass executions. 

Red forces soon controlled most of the 
city and chased President Cabral into hiding 
at the Israeli embassy. Juan Bosch, arriving 
to assume power, was reportedly rebuffed 
by the communists, who clamored for a 
“free’’ election. This common communist 
ploy played on popular support for one 
candidate in order, at the last moment, to 
slip in one of their own: Col. Francisco 
Caamario Deno. On 4 May, Deiio was to be 
inaugurated by his followers as the Domini¬ 
can Republic’s “provisional president.” 

During a lull in the fighting on Tuesday, 
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27 April, afterU.S. Ambassador W, Tapley 
Bennett visited the presidential mansion and 
found it deserted and strewn with wreckage, 
he wired the U.S. State Department that 
anarchy prevailed, endangering the lives of 
American citizens. His wire would soon 
bring American forces to the Caribbean. 

The next day, 200 armed rebels added 
impetus to Bennett’s wire by storming the 
Ambassador Hotel where 1,300 U.S. 
citizens and other foreigners had sought ref¬ 
uge. Terrorizing the refugees, rebels sepa¬ 
rated some of the men, marched them out of 
sight, and fired guns over their heads to 
make those left behind think the men were 
being executed. No one was actually filled. 
The terrorists soon tired of their sport and 
left. Ambassador Bennett asked for U.S. 
Marines. 

Offshore, the U.S.S. Boxer waited with 
its contingent of Marines while 40 other 
U.S. warships plowed through the Carib¬ 
bean to cordon off the island. In the United 
States, the DRF brigade had moved to Pope 
Air Force Base where scores of C-130 air¬ 
craft waited on the ramps to fly it, in full 
battle gear, to the Dominican Republic. 

The eyes of the world shifted from Viet¬ 
nam, still in its initial stages of conflict, to 
the Caribbean, now the hottest spot on the 
globe. Once again, the powers of the Free 
World were about to collide with the Iron 
Curtain, this time on our doorstep. 

On Thursday, 29 April, the first clash 
occurred between U.S. forces and rampag¬ 
ing communist rebels in Santo Domingo. 
Rebel bands shot up the embassies of Mex¬ 
ico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru and 
Ecuador, then attacked the American 
Embassy. U.S. Marines and Dominican 
police exchanged fire with them in a brief 
but fierce skirmish. When the rebels pulled 
back, they left two of their own dead in the 
street. U.S. Marines from the aircraft car¬ 
rier landed without opposition and prepared 
to march tlirough the city. 

“All types of communists are in this 
r exclaimed a fearful diplomat. 
“Peking communists, Moscow commu¬ 
nists and Castro communists.” 

Paratroopers at Pope were issued 
weapons and live ammunition. At the same 
time, officers stressed that no one fire ex¬ 
cept in self-defense and that the Dominican 
rebels were not to be referred to as 
“enemy.” One military spokesman even 
referred to the rebels as “folks who are 
anti-82nd Division.” 

“Any bastard shoots at me,” Lt. David 
Humble privately vowed, “is an enemy.” 

The Air Force base was an anthill of 
activity all day on Thursday, 29 April. 
Humble and his battery CO’s problems with 
the supervision of loading six 105mm 
howitzers and the trucks, ammunition and 
other support equipment needed for artillery 
about to go into battle kept them from being 
awed by the turmoil and energy of men in 
large numbers preparing for combat. 

It was nearly dark when all the equipment 
was loaded, and the helmeted and armed 
Gls began filing onto the big revved-up 
airplanes. Humble and his battei^ took one 
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Monsoon season turned field occupied by 
82nd’s artillery-support battalion into a 
quagmire. 

of the first, strapping themselves into the 
webbing forward of their big guns and 
heavy equipment. To prevent night blind¬ 
ness, the red lights were on, creating an 
eerie atmosphere for the rumors that began 
to flow once physical activity ceased and the 
waiting began. 

The skirmish between Marines and rebels 
at the U.S. Embassy became a full-scale 
battle in the talk within the bellies of the 
planes. While some 1,000 people had, in 
fact, already died in the fighting, rumor 
increased that number by a factor of three. 
One young trooper pledged to have his rifle 
in his hands, firing the moment his para¬ 
chute set him onto the San Isidro Air Base. 

The heavy troop planes took off after dark 
in a long, continuous line. Fighter jets flew 
cover. An hour after takeoff, word came 
that the rebels had been expelled from San 
Isidro, if they had actually ever controlled 
it, and that loyalist troops were in com¬ 
mand. 

“Be informed we will be able to air-land 
in the Dominican Republic,” crackled in¬ 
tercom voices on some 170 airplanes. 
“There will be no parachute drop.” 

The news was greeted by spontaneous 
cheers. 

Instead of the largest airborne operation 
since WWII, the maneuver became the 
largest base-to-base airlift ever conducted. 
Humble had no concept of the armada’s 
awesomeness until his plane landed in Santo 
Domingo and he looked up into the night 
sky. It stunned him. 


Giant C-130s circled San Isidro and San¬ 
to Domingo at about 1,000 feet above the 
ground, their landing lights blazing. The 
planes flew bumper to bumper in a 10-mile- 
diameter circle. One by one they peeled off 
and came in fast and low, landing to dis¬ 
gorge their cargoes of war. Just as quickly, 
they took off again. Other planes dropped 
from aloft to replace them, so that the great 
circle was always ablaze. Fighter planes 
streaked back and forth on its edges, keep¬ 
ing watch. 

The only mishap occurred when a C-130 
came in a bit too hot, flared out, stalled, and 
fell out of the air. For a breathless second it 
looked as if it would crash. But the pilot 
applied power on the first bounce, banked, 
then landed and taxied in. 

Aircraft landed and took off until nearly 
dawn. Revolutionary graffiti painted on 
walls attested to the recent rebel presence, 
and a loyalist machine-gun nest on a grassy 
strip in the center of the airport pointed to 
the continuing threat of attack. Infantrymen 
established a wide defensive perimeter 
around the airport. Inside it, other troopers 
prepared for the dawn march on Santo 
Domingo some dozen miles away. The 
artillery battalion would not enter the city. 
Its batteries would set up their guns in sup¬ 
port halfway between the airfield and the 
city. 

At dawn, after the American C-130s had 
left, a Dominican pilot with a carbine slung 
over his shoulder rode up on a moped and 
parked near a line containing a number of 
obsolete U.S. P-5 Is and several French 
fighters: the entire Dominican air force. 
Nearby, a few pieces of ancient WWI armor 
rusting in a shed marked the country’s 
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er. The FOs were shocked by the sight of 
bloated bodies left on the streets. Humble’s 
FO came under heavy fire almost im¬ 
mediately. Several paratroopers fell wound¬ 
ed, screaming in agony, while the rest of the 
column took cover on the outskirts of the 
town square. Machine-gun bullets from a 
concealed .50-caliber chewed up the 
square, stitching it from side to side. 

“Fire mission! Fire mission!” the FO 
demanded by radio. He listed coordinates 
and requested HE to take care of the 
machine-gun nest. 

Humble’s FDC (Fire Direction Control¬ 
ler) processed the mission. Crews locked 
and loaded the battery’s 105s. Humble 
radioed headquarters for permission to fire. 

“Negative,” came the reply. “Fire mis¬ 
sion denied.” 

1 ‘They Te pinned down and report casual¬ 
ties,” Humble argued. 

“Mission denied.” 

Frustrated, angry and helpless, the lieu¬ 
tenant relayed the denial to his FO. The FO 
keyed his mike. Humble heard the machine 
gun belching across the air. 

“Son of a bitch!” the FO cried. “Listen! 
Don’t those rear-echelon bastards under¬ 
stand what’s happening here?” 

American intervention was both welcomed 
and rejected. 


“Sorry,” Humble said regretfully. 
“Mission denied.” 

Humble later learned that a 106 recoilless 
maneuvered into position on the town 
square and rescued the trapped GIs by blow¬ 
ing up the concrete-block building in which 
the rebel machine-gunners hid. Three rebels 
lay dead amid the rubble. The column pick¬ 
ed up, evacuated its wounded, and con¬ 
tinued the advance. 

Meanwhile, in another quadrant of the 
city, the Marines were having their own 
fight trying to reach the besieged Ambassa¬ 
dor Hotel and the U.S. Embassy. Their 
armored columns were ambushed repeated¬ 
ly. One Marine fell dead. Six others were 
wounded in vicious house-to-house fight¬ 
ing. Despite heavy resistance, however, the 
Marines and paratroopers continued to 
blaze their way toward the trapped Amer¬ 
icans. President Johnson was determined 
that the world know that the United States 
would no longer withhold its power in crises 
involving the lives of its citizens. 

The flight path from the San Isidro Air 
Base brought airplanes directly across the 
82nd’s entrenched artillery positions. Traf¬ 
fic remained heavy throughout the day. 
American C-130s flew in medical equip¬ 
ment to treat casualties estimated in the 
thousands. Anticommunist Latin pilots in 
their stub-winged P-51 s screamed overhead 


efforts to build an armored battalion. 

The Dominican pilot cranked up one of 
the prop fighters and took off toward Santo 
Domingo. He returned from his strafing 
mission in less than an hour. He buzzed the 
airport, wagging his stubby wings, then 
shot into the sky and executed a perfect loop 
before landing. Then he climbed back on his 
moped and left. 

Shortly after daybreak, the 82nd Divi¬ 
sion’s DRF brigade moved on Santo 
Domingo with a three-mile-long convoy. 
The artillery dropped off at a hill about five 
klicks outside the city. Lt. Humble’s A Bat¬ 
tery set up its six howitzers in a rough cow 
pasture stubbled with scrubby brush. 
Although the city was out of sight over the 
hill, Humble could hear the angry stutter of 
small-arms fire as Red revolutionaries 
greeted U.S. paratroopers and Marines. As 
the day wore on, he also heard 106mm 
recoilless rounds exploding, and the mea¬ 
sured heavy coughing of .50-caliber 
machine guns. Fighting was obviously 
fierce in the city. 

C Battery formed up on A’s left flank, 
with B on the right. The big cannon were 
soon sandbagged in, their muzzles elevated 
toward the fighting. Uncrated illumination 
rounds and HE (high explosives) were 
stacked in readiness. Gunners waited by 
their pieces. All fire mission requests, other 
than for illumination, had to be cleared 
through headquarters. 

As executive officer, Lt. Humble was in 
charge of his battery’s fire missions. Each 
battery had an FO (Forward Observer) and 
an RTO (Radio-Telephone Operator) who 
advanced with the infantry to call back coor¬ 
dinates in case the infantry needed firepow- 
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on their way to strafe rebel strongholds in 
the city. 

The government radio station was a key 
target for the P-51s. Held by communists, it 
continued to exhort Red sympathizers and 
followers to arm themselves and take to the 
streets to repel the Yanqui invasion: “Kill 
the gringos with their aromatic cigarettes, 
their hard whiskey and their pockets full of 
dollars.” The radio station was so important 
to the revolution that rebels took hostages 
and tied them out in the street around the 
station. Some of the hostages were families 
of the P-51 pilots. 

Lt. Humble and the other artillerymen 
watched as the P-5 Is, alone and in pairs, 
worked on rebel positions with their can¬ 
non. The little fighters rose and swooped 
above the horizon, disappearing low 
beyond the hills on a strafing run, then reap¬ 
pearing to circle and come in again, engines 
revving and whining, guns crackling. 

One of the planes took a hit. Its wings 
'W&foled. It tried to climb, then seemed to 
flatten out in the air. A contrail of smoke 
and spilled fuel made a gray pencil-mark 
across the sky. The P-51 flew out over the 
ocean, losing altitude until it crashed into 
the sea. 

Humble wondered if the downed pilot 
was the man of the moped and slung rifle. 

Isolated from the fighting, the artillery¬ 
men heard extravagant rumors: On the one 
hand, American GIs were being driven 
back; on the other, the GIs had rescued the 
besieged U.S. nationals. The latter seemed 
to be more accurate. Toward nightfall, 
several military trucks and buses appeared 
on the dirt road to San Isidro, filled with 


Dominican government’s entire air force, 
obsolete U.S. P-51s, line up at San Isidro 
Air Base. 

American men, women and children. The 
civilians cheered, waved and shouted 
heartily as they passed the artillery. 

“God bless you all!” 

“Give ’em hell!” 

Night fell on the first U.S. action in Latin 
America in four decades. Continuous 
sounds of battle rose from the city. Since 
most electricity in Santo Domingo had been 
extinguished, GIs frequently called in artil¬ 
lery illumination fire to light up rebel posi¬ 
tions. Parachute flares descended slowly 
from the skies, beaming like miniature 


suns, casting eerie shadows down deserted 
streets and alleys. One soldier recalled an 
illumination round that did not deploy prop¬ 
erly; the flare struck and ricocheted down 
the street, bouncing off buildings like a run¬ 
away meteor. 

Gradually, the fighting died down for the 
night. Rumors persisted among the artillery 

U.S. Marines and paratroopers sandbagged 
in along *'‘corridor” linking Marines on one 
side of city with paratroopers from 82nd 
Airborne Division on other side. Americans 
suffered 123 casualties in month-long 
fighting to rescue trapped U.S. nationals 
and restore order following communist-led 
revolution. 
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batteries that they would be hit before morn¬ 
ing. They dug defensive fighting perimeters 
and crawled in to wait. Inexperienced in 
combat, the young troopers remained edgy 
and unable to sleep. Intermittent gunshots 
rang out as nervous sentries fired at noises 
and shadows. 

“C” Battery on Lt. Humble’s flank 
heard furtive movement in the dark. An 
alert sentry picked it up first. 

“Halt!” 

More movement. 

“//a7r/”— a little higher-pitched. 

Then all hell erupted in a pitched battle 
that lasted five minutes. When morning 
came, the troopers counted casualties: one 
cow! From then on, “C” Battery was 
known as “Cow” Battery. 

Monsoon season was beginning, and 
tropical rains fell daily. The field occupied 
by the artillery became a quagmire. Mud 
sucked at boots. Clothing mildewed. Men 
soon stank of mold, mud and sweat. It re¬ 
minded Humble of WWI trench warfare, 
without the fighting, since the artillerymen 
mostly endured forced inactivity. 

To while away the tedium, the men began 
capturing tarantulas. They had tarantula 
races, betting on their favorites, and took 
tarantulas out to walk on a leash. Some of 
the spiders had names: Rover, Blackleg, 
Fred. It was a tarantula that gave the artil¬ 
lery battalion its only action during its first 
week in a combat zone. One of the big 
arachnids crawled up a pole in the first 
sergeant’s tent. Caught between the tent 
wall and a Coleman lantern, the spider cast a 
three-foot-high image on the wall. 

While the artillery cursed the mud, rain 
and boredom, the infantry and the Marines 
blasted a narrow, three-mile-long corridor 
through the heart of the city. Engineers 
lined the corridor with barbed wire, concer¬ 
tina and sandbagged gun emplacements. 
American sniper teams took to the roofs and 
engaged in sporadic fire fights with roving 
squads of hardcases in Castro uniform. 

By week’s end, some 10,000 armed 
rebels had been surrounded by 24,000 
American Marines and paratroopers, while 
11,000 sailors in 40 U.S. warships waited 
close offshore. For the most part, the re¬ 
volutionaries and their communist advisers 
had been confined to two square miles in 
downtown Santo Domingo. After evacuat¬ 
ing 4,000 foreign civilians, including 2,694 
Americans, the Marines were holding an 
“International Refugee Zone” to the west 
of the rebels. Paratroopers held positions to 
the east of the rebels, linked by the corridor 
running through the heart of rebel territory. 

Four Marines in a jeep were cut down by 
machine-gun fire when they made a wrong 
turn and ventured off the corridor. A para¬ 
trooper wandered into occupied territory. 
He was captured, but later released on foot. 
The rebels kept his jeep. An Army officer 
drove still another jeep into Indian country 
and vanished. His body was never found. 

Boats carrying snipers and resupplies for 
the rebels made daring runs into the mouth 
of the Ozama River, trying to reach the 
entrenched revolutionaries. GIs with 106 


Dominican armored battalion — a few 
pieces of ancient armor rusting underneath 
shelter. 


recoilless rifles and antitank bazookas 
blasted the boats into kindling. One large 
vessel, presumably filled with ammunition 
on a resupply run from Cuba, erupted in a 
spectacular series of secondary explosions 
before it sank with all hands aboard. 

The Reds fought on, fanatical and still 
dangerous. In spite of Army engineers’ 
efforts to clean up the streets, hundreds of 
dead bodies still littered the city, adding to 
the stench of garbage, cordite and destruc¬ 
tion. From 28 April to 6 May, U.S. casual¬ 
ties included 13 dead and more than 60 
wounded. Although a negotiated ceasefire 
went into effect on 6 May, it was largely 
ignored. During the next two weeks, U.S. 
casualties increased by seven more dead and 
at least 40 more wounded. As of 20 May, 
official U.S. casualty statistics stood at 20 
American KIA, 102 WIA, and one missing. 
Combined rebel, loyalist and civilian 
casualties numbered in the thousands. 

The political situation remained con¬ 
fused, as it often is during a revolution. Juan 
Bosch had lost hope of returning to the 
presidential mansion and was again brood¬ 
ing in exile. His Red-picked successor, 
“Provisional President” Deho, had sent his 
wife and two children to asylum in the U.S.- 
held “Internationa) Refugee Zone” while 
he himself became a virtual prisoner of the 
communists, many of whom were already 
fleeing the country. President Cabral was 
reportedly all but ready to abdicate. The 
United States was attempting to present it¬ 
self as neutral politically, although it had 
established a so-called “working rela¬ 
tionship” with Gen. Wessin y Wessin, who 
was being mentioned as Cabral’s successor. 

“If you want the truth of it,” said an 
American diplomat, “everything’s all 
screwed up. No one really knows the out¬ 
come of all this.” 

The Reds were losing’ground politically, 
philosophically and militarily. Loudspeak¬ 


ers still blared propaganda in Independence 
Park, but few heeded it. On 13 May, the 
rebels lost their most valuable propaganda 
machine when P-5 Is finally knocked out the 
radio-TV station. By mid-May, most of the 
communist agitators had managed to sneak 
off the island with their tails between their 
legs, leaving an increasingly disillusioned 
rebel army behind. Soon, only the most 
hardened fought on. 

U.S. patrols began spidering off the cor¬ 
ridor to conduct house-to-house searches 
for rebels and weapons. Although fierce 
skirmishes between snipers and loyalist 
forces continued, the rebellion itself had 
been broken. All that remained was to mop 
up the holdouts and give the Dominican 
government time to reform. 

Lt. Humble joined in the mop-up, volun¬ 
teering to lead search patrols into the rebel- 
held zone. It was a relief for him to get away 
from the mud-impacted artillery positions. 
His first close look at the city reminded him 
of WWII street-combat scenes: Buses, 
trucks, furniture and parts of buildings bar¬ 
ricaded many streets. Most of the buildings 
were masonry; their walls were pocked by 
bullets and explosions. Other buildings 
were fire-scorched hulls. Still others lay in 
rubble from 106 recoilless and bazooka fire. 
Most of the dead had been removed, but 
occasionally a patrol ran across a corpse 
covered by trash or rubble. 

Humble was surprised and amused to find 
that the three-mile-long U.S. corridor in¬ 
cluded a large part of the city’s gay quarters. 
Few of the gays had joined in the fighting. 
They stood back in doorways, and whistled 
and cat-called at passing troops. Soldiers 
sometimes referred to the corridor as “The 
Gay Way” or “Fag Drag.” 

After the fighting cooled down, U.S. 
trucks rumbled along the concertina-lined 
corridor, delivering rice, beans and pow¬ 
dered milk to starving civilians. Skinny, 
waif-like children fought each other over 
C-ration scraps. When a member of one of 
Humble’s patrols flipped a half-eaten C into 
an empty oil drum, a half-dozen kids dived 
into the barrel to get it. The largest emerged 
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AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 


FEATURES 


NIGHT VISION SIGHT 


SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 

• Night Vision Sight 

• Daylight Filter 

• Combat Eye Guard 

• AR15/M16&M14/M1A 
Adapt. Bracket 

• Manual 

• Battery 

• Carrying Case 


$1,495.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 


EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 


Range 300 to 400 Meters 
Automatic brightness control 
Focus - 4Ft. to infinity 
Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 
(smallest of the military scopes) 
18mm Image Intensifier 
Excellent Condition 


P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 967-3443 • Telex 847085 


Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 



GET THE MOST POWER YOU 
CAN HAVE IN A NEW 
SUPER-COMPACT SIZE! 


The power of .357 Magnum 
and .44 Special loads is now 
packed into two new models from 
Charter Arms featuring a super' 
compact 2 V% -inch Bull barrel. To 
assist in fast-response situations, 
each of these 2 Y 2 -inch barrel 
models has a new snag-proof full- 
length ramp front sight for quick 
aiming. 

Both of these big bore revolvers 
get their endurance and dura¬ 
bility from the famous Charter 


Arms solid-steel frame. Combined 
with the unique "no sideplate” 
design, these models offer the 
utmost in dependable service. A 
quality product at an affordable 
price continues to be a Charter 
Arms commitment. 

Send for the free Charter Arms 
catalog which lists many more 
"Points of Superiority,” and find 
out for yourself how much more 
you get when you choose Charter 
Arms. 


CHARTER ARMS 

Department 4CD-SF9, 430 Sniffens Lane Stratford, CT 06437 


victorious, running down the street digging 
out scrap food with his fingers while the 
others chased him. 

Search patrols normally consisted of 10 
or 12 GIs led by a lieutenant or captain. The 
patrols cautiously left the relative safety of 
the corridor and advanced in combat forma¬ 
tion, searching each building of their 
assigned sector. They were often surprised 
by what they found. Humble’s patrol kicked 
down one door to startle a man and woman 
in bed together. In another shack about the 
size of a large modem bathroom they found 
a stolen juke box bright with colored glass 
and flashing lights. The shack was not wired 
for electricity. 

Sometimes they encountered snipers. An 
infantry lieutenant on a search patrol was 
presumed to be the last American soldier to 
die in the Dominican Republic. A slug from 
a hidden .50-caliber machine gun caught 
him mid-center and slammed him to the 
ground. He lay dead in the street while the 
rest of the patrol maneuvered to surround 
his killer. The sniper slipped away, leaving 
his machine gun behind. 

Humble could have been the last soldier 
to die. He was directing the search of a 
house from which a previous patrol had 
received fire. Suddenly, two rifle shots rang 
out. The bullets passed so near Humble’s 
head that he heard their distinctive Zaat! 
Zaat! He hit the ground and tumbled into a 
recessed doorway. Because the sounds of 
the gunshots echoed and re-echoed through 
the streets, it was impossible to determine 
their source. 



Dominican civilians continue about their 
business while U.S. paratroopers in 
background hold formation in field near 
Santo Domingo. 

Although thousands of weapons were 
used at the beginning of the revolution, in¬ 
cluding mortars, grenades and machine 
guns, the patrols recovered relatively few of 
them. U.S. intelligence speculated that 
most had been cached for another time or 
smuggled out of the country, to reappear in 
some other Latin American hot spot. 

By the end of May, order had essentially 
returned to Santo Domingo, and American 
troops were preparing to withdraw. Accord¬ 
ing to President Johnson, the communists 
had been successfully thwarted and Castro 
thrown back to his own island. Still, there 
were many in the U.S. intelligence com¬ 
munity who saw the Dominican Republic as 
only a temporary victory against commun¬ 
ism. The ugly head of Red-championed and 
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Red-exported revolution would likely pop 
up again and again in countries from Mex¬ 
ico south. By intervening in the Dominican 
Republic, the United States reaffirmed its 
ability to deal with communist interference 
in the domestic politics of its neighbors. 

For all U.S. good intentions, however, 
Latin America still perceived the United 
States as a rich godfather, as an incident that 
occurred on a lonely dirt road outside Santo 
Domingo a few days before the 82nd Air¬ 
borne returned to Ft. Bragg shows. 



Lt. David Humble, 82nd Airborne Division, 
was XO for artillery battery that “invaded” 
the Dominican Republic. U.S. armada made 
up largest base-to-base airlift ever 
conducted. 

Lt. Humble’s artillery battery was return¬ 
ing in a long truck convoy from a range 
where it had been expending surplus 
ammunition. A dilapidated jalopy filled 
with Dominicans attempted to pass the con¬ 
voy. The rusty jalopy smoked badly, and its 
windows were cracked or broken out com¬ 
pletely. In short, it was worth about $20 
back in North Carolina. In passing, the 
jalopy’s half-drunk driver struck a deuce- 
and-a-half a glancing blow in the rear. 
There was no question that the Dominican 
was at fault. 

Humble found himself filling out count¬ 
less forms at a local constabulary. The scene 
was straight out of a Humphrey Bogart film. 
The official’s pot belly protruded between 
his shirt and trousers. A big overhead fan 
stirred dust from the earthen floor, while 
poultry wandered in and out through open 
windows. 

“There was no damage to the Army 
truck,” Humble explained, “and one more 
dent on that old car won’t even be noticed. 
Besides, it was the guy’s own fault.” 

“No,” replied the constable with in¬ 
escapable logic. “The accident would not 
have occurred if you Americans had not 
been here. It was your fault.” 

In the end, among other “damage” pay¬ 
ments to the Dominican Republic, the 
United States paid for a $20 jalopy. The 
implications were clear: While Latin Amer¬ 
ica might create its own problems by acci¬ 
dent or design, it could always count on the 
United States — the rich Yanquis — to step 
in and pay the bill. ^ 
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Multiple Munitions Industries, Inc. 

MULTIPLEX AMMUNITION 


Give your .38 Special revolver more knockdown 
power than a .45, a higher volume of fire than a 
Browning High-Power! Imagine! Three projectiles 
with every squeeze of the trigger—250 grains at 
an average 800 fps, generating 350 ft/lbs. of energy 
with accuracy to produce the six-round pattern 
above on a B-34 reduced silhouette at 15 yards 
rapid fire! Not a shot capsule. Look at the cutaway. 
Each projectile engages the rifling for full spin- 
stabilization. Less muzzle flash and lower chamber 
pressures than many ordinary .38 Spl.+P’s! Write 
today for details and names of dealers in your area. 
(Dealers/Distributors: Send your FFL for info. Your 
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HARASSING THE BEAR 

Continued from page 41 

The reasons for this are uncertain. It may 
be the alleged “skimming”—which some 
Afghans claim was as high as 70 percent of 
the arms supplied, although none were 
able to supply any evidence to back up 
their claims — was reduced after changes 
at the source, the distribution system has 
been reformed, or that the Arabs — or the 
West— have come up with more money. 

Even if the Afghans are correct and only 
20 percent of their weapons have been 
supplied from outside, the number is still 
significant In 1982, the Panjshir Valley 
had only 13 heavy machine guns for air 
defense. Two years later, it has over 200. 
The mujahideen around Urgun in the win- 
ter of 1983-84 had over 70 heavy 
machine guns. Many of these have been 
captured, but not all. The additional mines 
and RPG-7s, as well as more effective 
tactics, made the roads even more 
dangerous for the Soviets, pressing them 
to switch toward the emphasis on air op¬ 
erations first seen in 1983. 

We found that ammunition remains in 
short supply. Of the Afghans we were in 
the field with, some had four magazines 
for their Kalashnikovs, most only one or 
two. It is unrealistic to plan to fight a pro¬ 
tracted war if you lack the ammunition to 
sustain it. Captured Soviet ammunition 
frequently proves to be of low quality, as 
does the locally made version. Armorers 


are also few and far between among the 
Afghans — one reason why the rugged, 
soldier-proof, Soviet-made infantry 
weapons are so widely used. 

The Afghans could get around many of 
their problems — the need for training, 
effective tactics, the lack of unified com¬ 
mand, if they had reliable supplies not 
only of ammunition and food, but of good 
clothing, boots, tents and radios. It is ob¬ 
vious that a few skilled fighters with full 
bandoliers will do more damage than an 
untrained group with five rounds a man, 
but they will also take less casualties, be 
easier to command in battle and be easier 
to supply with food (no small matter when 
the Soviets have been attacking Afghanis¬ 
tan’s agricultural infrastructure for over 
four years). 

Mobile main-force units of full-time 
fighting men often strike outside of their 
home area in cooperation with other guer¬ 
rilla forces. In the Panjshir, Massoud has 
organized forces to operate outside the 
valley. Panjshir units, in 1983-84, have 
fought throughout north-central Afghani¬ 
stan. In the Urgun fighting of 1983-84, 
other main-force units acted as a cadre 
while the Afghan ranks were swelled by 
the local people taking up arms. 

The planning for Urgun was largely the 
work of Abdul Rahim Wardak. A relative 
of Amin, Rahim had been a colonel in the 
Afghan Army before the war. Today, he is 
senior military adviser to NIFA’s lead¬ 
ership. This is one way the Afghans are 
trying to mesh the requirements of tradi¬ 


tional leadership (Sayid Ahmad Gailani 
heads the group because of his authority 
as a religious leader) with modem military 
skills. A big, tall man with permanently 
uncombed gray hair, Rahim speaks excel¬ 
lent English, polished during his extensive 
professional military training in the United 
States: advanced officers courses in infan¬ 
try and armor, Ranger School, and the 
Command and General Staff College. 
The expertise of the small cadre of men 
like Rahim is potentially a key factor in 
improving Afghan fighting power. 

Most battlefield commanders would 
have never actually made it to the battle¬ 
field without good staff work and effective 
planning. Rahim is a student of military 
history and knows the value of planning. 
But history has taught him what Ft. 
Leavenworth left out — such as what to 
do when a large percentage of his forces 
pick up and go home, because otherwise 
their families will have no food, the same 
problem faced by commanders of the 
Middle Ages. Rahim knows how they did 
it, and applies the centuries-old lessons to 
today’s battlefields. 

We did not get to see any of Rahim or 
Amin’s counterparts, the proud and skill¬ 
ful commanders wearing the Red Star. 
We did see much evidence of their work, 
however. If the Afghans are preparing for 
the long haul today, the Soviets started 
preparing soon after the bitter but instruc¬ 
tive lessons of the 1980 fighting showed 
them that Afghanistan was not going to be 
an easy victory. 
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UNDERWATER SURVIVAL 



Biack Tekna sur¬ 
vival knife - ABS 

plastic sheath, one 
piece construction 
7.5" long. With 
straps or belt/boot 
clip (please speci- 
$44.95 
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O.D. Quartz watch. 

Water resistant to 
660 ft. Mineral crystal 
lens, one way bezel. 
Heuer model 981.006 
324.95 


U.S. Divers Sea 
master, rugged 7" 
blade, contoured 
handle, stainless 
butt. Serrated util¬ 
ity edge, sharp cut¬ 
ting edge. 29.95 




Emergency 
Breathing Sys¬ 
tem. Self con¬ 
tained! Contains 
2 cubic feet of air. 
Use for short 
dives, trecks 
through streams, 
etc... 139.95 



Wenoka Z-Lock 

Specially designed 
locking sheath to 
prevent knife loss. 
Stainless steel 
blade, 9 1/8” long. 
Model 8545. 

42.95 


Underwater 
hand held 
sonar gun, 

gives digital 
read-out of 
distance to ob¬ 
ject, bottom, 
surface, etc... 

154.95 



Tekna Stainless survival knife. 

Depth gauge, wrist. 

Tekna T-191'5 light, Krypton bulb 

Gear bag 27x15x16 camo. 

Waterlung X3 SCUBA regulator. 
EWA Waterproof radio housing . 
PelHite-Krypton bulb-unbreakabfe 
Sunto wrist diving compass K-5. 


HOW TO ORDER FROM U.S. TECH: Call us at (312)991-8018. We 
accept VISA, Master Card, money orders, and cashiers checks. Orders 
mailed in should be sent to the address on the right. There is a $3.00 
shipping/insurance charge on all orders. Caution: Scuba equipment is 
potentially dangerous to un-trained or un-certified users, instruction 
should be taken before using SCUBA equipment. 


TECHNOLOGIES 

A Wenoka Z-lock. ji 

M Specially designed 
.f? sheath, stainless gm' 

blade, contoured 
handle. 8" long. 

# 8547 37.95 


/ 



Wenoka back up 
knife. Only 5 3/4" 
long (2 1/2” blade). 
Stainless steel 
blade. Ideal for arm 
or leg. 15.95 



.41.95 
. 34.95 
. 34.95 
. 69.95 
. 99.95 
. 33.95 
. 19.95 
. 24.95 



H a nd- h e I d 
metal detec¬ 
tor. Use for de¬ 
tecting con¬ 
cealed weap¬ 
ons, tiding 
caches, relics, 
lost items. 

119.95 


Sabrelite - one of 
the most powerful 
lights of its size. 
Waterproof, explo¬ 
sion proof. Com¬ 
plete with belt/ 
boot clip and lan¬ 
yard. 29.95 
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U.S. TECH 
1717 Rand Rd 
Palatine, IL 60067 TFFT5 
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ASSAULT' 
SYSTE1TIS 


Tough! 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, 
super K-Kote waterproofed, 1" foam 
padding protects weapori, nylon thread 
Jr -double stitched at seams, military spec, 

welded black 0 rings and hardware, nylon YKK 
lockable zipper, 2" nylon web carrying handle 
and detachable adjustable padded shoulder strap, 
hook and loop compartment closures. Unconditionally 
guaranteed. Specify Black or Vietnam Leaf 
Camouflaga...and weapon. 


#ARC Assault Rifle Case. Customized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside Mag pouches plus compartment 
for handgun, scope, bipod, etc. $65 


#SMGC 

Submachine 
Gun Case. 
For UZI, Ingram Mac 
10 & 11. 6 Outside Mag 
pouches plus handgun and 
accessories compartment. S60 


#SWC Special Weapons Case. 
33", 40" and 48" length models to fit all riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weapons. Outside 
compartments for handgun, ammo, knives 
and accessories $65 


W Foam padded, full 
opening, lockable, waterproofed 
nylon handles. #P10 10" $11.50; 
#P12 12" $13; #P14 14" $14.50; 
*P20 20" S16. 





Ballistic Nylon Holsters 


They’re strong... stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too...for utmost 
comfort. Washable-no mildew. Hook & Loop closures 

Belt Holsters 


for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with military spec, hardware. When ordering, specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handed. 

Ankle Holsters 


Wear with military web belt, or any 
other belt. Five styles to fit most guns, 
BK45 for auto's $35 
BH45R tor revolvers $35 
BH45L for 6" BBL guns $40 
BHC for 2* revolvers $24.50 
BHCO for 3" and 4" revolvers $24.50 

_ k 




Super-concealment and comfort. Ultra light nylon web¬ 
bing and ballistic nylon. Built-in rubber padding over 
ankle. 

AHH for revolvers .. $30 

AHA for auto's ...... ....... $30 

AHO tor 3* and 4* revolver s and large aufoS.$30 

Also available: SPB ankle pouch for money, credit 
cards, etc. $24.50 


MORE! 

Gear Bags of every size and 
description. . Holstersfor 
belt shoulder, ankle... Pistol, 
Rifle and Bow Cases.. .loads 
of Accessories See them all 
in our new full color catalog. 


A55AULTI 

SY5TEITIS 


Send $1.00 for 
complete Assault 
Systems catalog- 
free with order. 


SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC., Dept. SF-094 

869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS. MO 63026-2478 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 

MISSOURI RESIDE NTS 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 

Plus $3 per order tor postage \ Please send me the following: 


(Canada and Hawaii $5). 
MasterCard. Visa, AmEx. Money 
/Order. Check or C O D — merch held 
for clearance of checks not certified 
Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept letterhead 
LAW ENFORCEMENT & 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Bill my □ Master Card □ Visa IDAmE* 

Exp. Date_ Card # ________ 

Name_ 

Address_ _- - , • _ 


Concealabfe Shoulder Holster (Top). Fits most any gun. 
Elastic back 9trap allows hoe movement of arm. Fully 

adjustable 1W* nyton web harness. SHC .$40. 

Military Shoulder Holster (Bottom). Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sight channel. Fully ad¬ 
justable 1W" nyton web harness. HN45B tor autos $35; 
HN45BR for revolvers $35^HN45BL tor 6" BBL $40. 


Shoulder Holsters 
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Direct FromChina i 

THE ORIGINAL SKS 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
The SKS is a semi-automatic 
rifle which has received 
World approval for its 
design and ease of dis¬ 
assembly. It fires the 
standard M1943 round 
(7.62 x 39mm). The 
SKS is newly manufactured 
from the very finest of 
modern materials. 

Original ammunition is 
available in any quantity 


SPORTS LTD. 


WWM'm 625 West Crawford 
4 * ■ Clay Center, Kansas 

67432 

Write or call for complete sporting arms program! 
Call toll free 800-255-0440 


In 1982, the Soviets finished expanding 
the air bases at Khandahar and at Shin- 
dand in southwestern Afghanistan, within 
striking range of the Persian Gulf. Afghans 
reported to us that in 1983, new fixed- 
wing airfields were operational at Ghu- 
rian, near Herat in western Afghanistan, 
and at Bozekhan in the area of the 
Wakhan Corridor where the Soviet Union 
meets with Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
China. The Soviets supply their forces in 
Afghanistan with a petroleum, oil, lubri¬ 
cant pipeline running from the Soviet Un¬ 
ion. They have started to take Afghanis¬ 
tan’s natural gas and to link the Afghan 
electrical power system to that of the 
Soviet Union. 

The Soviets are not only looking to eco¬ 
nomic links with Afghanistan. Their aim is 
to “Soviet-ize” all levels of Afghan socie¬ 
ty. Indeed, this is another indication of the 
Soviet emphasis on a long-range 
approach. As many as 10-20,000 young 
Afghans have been hauled off to the 
Soviet Union for training and indoctrina¬ 
tion. They are the future leaders of a Red 
Afghanistan, or so the Soviets wish. 

In Peshawar, we met with Afghans who 
had spent years playing the dangerous 
role of double agents, serving the Kabul 
Regime while working for the guerrillas, 
until the danger became too great and 
they came over. In the military, the real 
authority is held not by the Afghan offi¬ 
cers, but by the Soviet “advisers” at all 
levels of command from regiment up¬ 
wards. The ministries of education and 
justice are under day-to-day Soviet con¬ 
trol. The Soviets have emphasized 
strengthening the Kabul Regime’s border 
troops, a force that has become signifi¬ 
cantly stronger in 1983, and the KhAD, 
the Kabul Regime’s hated and feared se¬ 
cret police. These two forces are directly 
linked with their Soviet KGB counter¬ 
parts. 

The Soviets have established overlap¬ 
ping and complementary sets of ties to 
maintain their control over Afghanistan. In 
addition to the government-to- 
govemment ties, there are party-to-party, 
army-to-army and secret-police-to-secret- 
police. This extensive control system also 
points to a long-term Soviet commitment. 
They may well believe that while the war 
may drag on, they can succeed in reshap¬ 
ing the society to one consistent with a 
communist government, as was done in 
Soviet Central Asia and Mongolia. That 
took 20 years. The way the Soviets are 
digging in to Afghanistan, it appears likely 
that they are willing to fight that long again 
— unless the war becomes more costly to 
them than withdrawal would be. For this 
to happen requires not only better training 
and arms for the Afghans, but even more 
important, for the West to greatly increase 
the diplomatic and economic pressure ex¬ 
erted against the Soviets. 

The Afghans reported to us that the 
Soviets have, starting in 1983, empha¬ 
sized air operations, both independently 
and in conjunction with ground opera- 
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Viet-Cong HuntingClub 
Good Bye Charlie 
Sliceof Life 

Do It Right the First Time 
Good Luck Agent Orange 
(pis. specify size) 

TECHNICAL AND FIELD MANUALS 

Survival FM-21-76 $7.95 ea. 

Survival Evasion and 
Escape FM-21-76 
flooby Traps FM-5-31 

COMMAND EXCHANGE 
P.O. BOX 219 

REDWOOD VALLEY, CA95470 

We accept telephone orders on UPS, COD Freight paid 
on prepaid ordres COD orders add S2 65 Overseas 
include 30% Calif residents add 6% sales tax 
1707)521-4256 

Sorry ' No Collect Calls 


GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R 5-14 W5'/r14 $49.95 



10 in. Side Zipper. Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 
over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 
CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank, heavy leather mid- 
sole. rolled edge, military 
beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 
Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COO s accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 -S 

Tariffville f Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 


ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
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Fabridjue Nationale has harnessed centuries of military expertise to bring you a sporting rifle with 
unparalleled long-range accuracy reliable performance and steadfast stopping power. Feel the quality 
Experience the excitement. Live the legend. All from Fabiique Nationale ; whose heritage dates back to 
14th century Europe, Napoleon's army and the American Revolution. 

FN-LAR • The ultimate semi-automatic sporting rifle in .308 

calibre and without peer. Brought to you from the meticulous _ * 

workshops of Fabrique Nationale—the world's foremost name in 
military weaponry and suppliers to armed forces of more than 

90 free countries. - tWBWwPWWp _ 


ACCOUTREMENTS 


LSgtot Autwmxtii r 

further enhance the capabilities and precision of the w^SHr <3£> 

FN-LAR, we offer accessories crafted to the same pain- 

staking standards as the rifle itself—Magazines; / • / 

Scopes ; Removable bipods, Webb sling, Tool Kit, 

Armours manual, and Cleaning kit... to name a few. 

NOW. Don't delay. You owe it to yourself to discover 
the quality the excitement and the legend behind the 
FN-LAR It's the finest semi-automatic rifle money can 
buy. Period. 

For more information, contact your nearest quality sporting goods dealer. 

Or, for a color brochure and an FN arm patch, send $4.00 to: 
Department FN Sports, Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham, AL 35210, 
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T-SHIRTS «. 

Blue, Gold, Gtsen, Gray 

only7.95 

SWEATSHIRTS 

Gray, Rm, Gold, SarieT 

ONLY 12.50 

RING-NECK 

only8.50 

ONE SIZE FITS ALL 

ONLY 7.95 

T-SHIRTS 

CAPS Red.Green, 

Li. tjm ti* tjwx U. blue w/A blue. Gray vMt trwn 

Blue or Bladi v/WhHe front 

BASEBALL SHIRT Color:GrarOoxty,Bl«diTrim . 

ONLY 11.50 


Specify Shirt Type f Color, Style & Insignia No. 
Men's sixes S, M, L, XL 


U.5. Special Forces (#1) 

U.S. Special Forces Spec, Oper. (#27) 
U.S. Special Forces Deaths Head (#137) 
U.S. Abn. Wings 

(Master #4) (Senior #5) (Novice #6) 
Rhodesian Security Force (#12) 
Rhodesian ■ Kings African Rifles (#34) 
German SS Deaths Head (#19) 

German Waflen SS Runes (#18) 

Deaths Head with Crossed Rifles (#151) 
I Got Screwed in Vietnam (#159) 
Foreign Legion Insignia (#156) 


U.S.M.C. Insignia (#2) 

U.S.M.C. * Force Recon (#9) 

U.S. 101st Airborne (#7) 

173rd Airborne (#155) 

U,S. Army Ranger (#26) 

1st Cav. - Airmobile (#42) 

Military Police (#132) 

U.S. Navy S E A L. (#11) 

British - S.A.S, (#13) 

British • Royal Marines (#17) 
Scottish - Blackwatch (#20) 

Merc. * This Body For Hire (#158) 


MasterCard, Visa, Personal Checks 

IMinimum tredit rard order 115) 

SHIPPED AT*ONCE ICAMO T-SHIRT Woodland Old IT 6.00 Tiger Stripe ONLY 7.00 

Personal Checks (. Charges Alio* I / AA 

< Weeks lor Dtlirenr I B00NIE CAP Camoullage. OD, S-ML-XL .ONLY6.00 

FREE SHIPPING 

SS-■SZZSi I CAMOUFLAGE MARINE CAP ..<5,00 


Overseas Add 30% 


FREE CATALOG w/ ORDER OF $15 

SEND $1 lor COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG WITH OVER 175 DESIGNS 
& 65 AWARD CERTIFICATES 


CAMOUFLAGE BANDANA «,2.00 

NYLON TAC1ICAL WAICNBAND «<4.50 WAlifT «,6.50 


Iringylltja, OD, Black) 



A true $60. value - only$ 19.95 Postage inct. 


The World’s Finest 

SURVIVAL KNIFE 

With 26 Exclusive Features 

6 •* 4 20 Stainless steel blade for lasting 
sharpness highly polished to double as 
mirror for signaling or starting a fire. 
5” Aluminum alloy hollow handle with 
match compartment, completely water¬ 
tight when the compass handle cap is 
screwed on. 

Compass built-in to handle cap which is 
liquid filled for accuracy. 

10 Special emergency matches are sup¬ 
plied. 

A 20” wire saw with finger ring han¬ 
dles, fits into the handle compartment. 
An assortment of special surgical steel 
fish hooks and lead sinkers are sup¬ 
plied. 

Included is a special light weight extra 
strong nylon line to be used for fishing, 
emergency medical use, sewing, repairs 
and the manufacture of weapons tools 
and etc. 

Two large needles are provided for sew¬ 
ing medical uses, or when lashed to a 
stick to form a prong for spearing small 
fish, frogs, or animals. 

Complete with genuine leather sheath 
with leg thong which can be removed 
for heavy duty lashing jobs. 

A sharpening stone is fitted in sheath 
pocket to sharpen the blade, fish hooks 
and needles. 


mjr* • • • Manufacturer's j ist $80. 

MISSISSIPPI 31 and .22 

Derringer 



The most complete kit ever offered to the 
American sportsman. Only the simplest handtools 
required to create an heirloom CIO 95 
of which you will be proud. Our price: Xy* Po«. g « ind 

SURVIVAL KNIFE No FFL license required, 
Box 208 

r Clay Center, KS 67432 



Visa, MastcrCharge, or Diner’s Club 

Send check, m.o. or credit card - no C.O.D.'s 


tions, more than the large-scale opera¬ 
tions that characterized their offensives in 
1980 and 1982, or the smaller, comman- 
do-styfe actions of 1981. The Soviets 
have had a new way of fighting the war in 
Afghanistan each year since the invasion. 
They do learn from experience — the 
embarrassing setbacks of 1980 have not 
been repeated, and the series of six costly 
offensives into the strategic Panjshir Val¬ 
ley north of Kabul were discontinued dur¬ 
ing 1983, though they may resume later in 
1984. 

One way the Soviets have shown their 
new emphasis on air operations is by an 
increase in intensive conventional bomb¬ 
ing. This was most marked in the heavy 
fighting in the spring of 1983 around 
Herat. In the words of one U.S. analyst, 
“The Soviets have discovered the Arc 
Light [Code for conventional B-52 
strikes].” The tactic of using intense aerial 
bombardment was repeated throughout 
Afghanistan during 1983, most notably at 
Shomali, north of Kabul. The evidence of 
the Soviet presence is not troops and heli¬ 
copters, but the bomb casings, the shat¬ 
tered houses and the well-stocked 
cemeteries seen throughout Afghanistan, 
especially along the main roads and in the 
provinces bordering on Pakistan. 

One reason for the emergence of an 
air-war strategy is that more effective 
Afghan weaponry and training have 
already taken their toll on Soviet convoys. 
Kabul Regime bases in the depopulated 
provinces that border on Pakistan, like 
Khost and Gardez, have had to be sup¬ 
plied by airlift. Smaller outposts in these 
provinces require parachute drops for re¬ 
supply. Like any airdrop, these have risks. 
A little while before we arrived, Afghan 
heavy machine guns had planted two 
twin-engine transports on resupply mis¬ 
sions. Supply drops often end up in the 
hands of the guerrillas rather than their 
intended recipients — we were presented 
with the parachute from one such gift 
package. 

The Soviet Army has made sure that it is 
not going to repeat the showy defeats of 
1980. It still, however, comes up with a 
ration of tactical misadventures and out¬ 
right stupidity that gives the Afghans more 
chances to counter the advantages of the 
world’s most powerful army. One Soviet 
patrol in APCs found an overturned poul¬ 
try cart along the route, its owner dis¬ 
traught over the scattered, running chick¬ 
ens. Soviet Army food ranges from the 
dreadful to the disgusting, so hatches pop¬ 
ped open and the troopers were so busy 
catching dinner that no one noticed the 
Afghan slipping down into an irrigation 
ditch. The mujahideen had a machine gun 
in ambush 

Another group of Afghans managed to 
construct a big home made command- 
detonated mine. Not being particularly 
original lads, they were going to plant it in 
a crater in the main road where they had 
planted mines before and wait for a Soviet 
patrol. They had put the mine in the cra¬ 
ter, running the detonating wires to cover, 
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□ Jungle Hats 
US Military Issue - 

These "Boonie Hats'' are the real thing 
Brand new complete with brass 
screened eylets cartridge holder 
hat band (except the Desert 
Camo) and chin strap Choose 
between 

] Leaf pattern camouflage, Gl ripstop; 100% codon as used in 
Vietnam Genuine Gl $14.00 each. 

Woodland Pattern camo. army's latest issue; 50% cotton 50% 
nylon Genuine G I SI 2.25 each. 

' Oeseri camouflage; just issued to the U S Rapid Deployment 
Forces 50% cotton 50% nylon Genuine Gl S12.25 each. 

; Olive Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 
Vietnam Genuine Gl SI 4.00 each 

The following |ungie hats are our finest quality commercially made 



copies at $7.00 each. Select 

Specify size S(7). M(7Tj). 
L(7^) XL (7 3 /j) 




Leaf Camouflage Pattern 
Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
Olive Drab Green (OD) 

Desert Tan 
Desert Camouflage 
Black 


it looks like a toy - Dul ours is a state of the 
Tiirra Dm ocular with ster’mq optical quali 
W Mar’u’.iCtureG Dy Brunton <tne firm that 
nas auooned the precision M2 compass to the 
US military since the 1940 si our Dinocular 
weigns less than 9 ounces and measures a 
mere 2 3-4 % Yet its 8 Dower magnifica¬ 
tion provides The clanty and detail found in 
much »arqer land moie expensive) binoculars 
it s relatively narrow field allows the user to 
'ocate targets almost immediately 
Rubber coaled armour makes the binocular water repedani and 
shockpryo* £acn ninocular comes complete with a carrying case which 
can be won on the belt and is wa rr antied for t year bv Brunton 
Kaufman s is renam you'll be both pleased and imaged at the quality 
ana effectiveness jf 'his Dmncu'ar tf you re not completely satisfied 
return it to us tor a full refund plus a S5 00 credit which may be applied 
towards any ot our merchandise at any time 
Choose: Camouflage rubber armoured or Black rubber armoured 
List pnce $120 00'each 

Kaufman’s price S99 95/each. 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts y 

cotton/50% polyester Choose from. 

□ Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tlgai Stripe Crew (Rouna) Neck 
j Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

I] Green Leaf V-Neck 

Specify Stze $,M L, XL . S7.00/each; 

or any 3 shirts tor S18.00. 



□Jogging Shorts - Ours are stylish short*: made in th° 'J C A 
Thai fealure atnm fit and fashionable good looks Perfert whether worn 
for a hard workout or trend setting fashion 

Sizes are from S to XL. Tell us your waist size 
when ordering 


$6.50/each 


& 


We’re America’s 
jS§i) Army & Navy Store!! 


V 


□ Special Forces Green Beret * Jaunty and , 

flaring and classy - like the professional's who wear them These are 
official regulation berets of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mill 
lary specs Made expressly for us by the prime 
govern ment contractor Also available 
Official headgear tor 
IAirt>ome QuaHted (Maroon) 

□ Ranger Commandos (Black) 

□ Artfcry A Guardian Angels (fled) 

: Commando Dress (Camouflage) 

<* Sizes—6 7/8 to 7 J /« 

(Not sure ot head size" 7 Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We’ll send the right one) $13- 75/each 


A 




cf ssaS 


Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Desert Camouflage Pattern 
Ofrve Grab (00) Green 
Khaki (Tan) 





■Military Goods Catalog - 32 pages of genuine 
military clothing, gear and equipment with an emphasis on 
camouflage See details on these and many more related items 
$1.00/each. Free with order. 


□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the Bear Hat 

Formally called the Campaign Hat. this is a 
line quality pressed felt headpiece 
A hat with character No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change 
An uncontrollable urge to shout 
orders or heap abuses, pursue flamers or 
wnfe traffic tickets Let your true or wistful sen 
be heard Sizes. 6 7/0 to 7 5/8 
Z: Genuine Leather Chin Strip 

Z Acom Hat Cord (as shown). $6.00/e*ch 

(Speedy color silver, gold metallic. t)Lack/goW. metallic, yellow, 
red or light blue) 



emenl 

' 2^ ~~ 1 J ^ w0 y roat * f ' ,n 9 s about our ties 

First, they're made especially for us in the USA 
♦rom genuine Gl woodland camo material of 50% 
cotton '50 / nylon so they can be washeo or dry cleaned 
Second, mey go equally well with anything m your wardrobe 
from your most formal blue pm stripe suit to your Hawaiian 
shirt with the tunny looking tisnes on it 
Choose from: Pointed end (traditional and conservative) or 
Straight End (Dunk and iconoclastic) S9 95/each: 

2 tor S18.95. 


Australian Bush Hat 

These American made hats feature the jaunty 
daring style the Anssies made famous Gull 
brim that can be worn flat or with one 
side snapped up AH cotton 

Please Select: 

Tiger Stripe Camouflage 
Woodland Camouflage 
□ live Grab (00) Green 
Sizes: S. M L. XL $10.50/each 

□ Poncho Liner-Camouflage- 

The poncho liner is an extremely lightweight quilt of polyester 
fiberftll It is a waterproof blanket camouflage on both sides 
that traps and maintains the body s heat Provides warmth 
and protection under the harshest most frigid conditions 
Brand new $33.75 each. 


■ Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman's Ex¬ 
clusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains . $5.0Q/set 



] Battle Dress 
Uniform's 
(BDU’s) - 



GENUINE GI 



'RegulationGIDogTags-<SMH 


S19.75/ejch 

$2.00/e»ch 




K 

III 

Q 

B 

O 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


GENUINE GI 


□ Waterproof Match Box- 

This non-reflective olive drab (OD) green matchbox was first 
made for the military in WWII Constructed in high impact plas¬ 
tic it seems indestructible The rubbe r gasket is m mint con¬ 
dition and it comes complete with striking flint on the bottom 

$1.75 each; 3 for S4.00. 

□Waterproof and Hurricane Matches - these matches 

will fit nicely into the G! matchbox and are a must for any survival kif 
The waterproof matches will light even when wet and the hurricane 
matches will not only light even when wet but in addition cannot be 
blown out There are 47 waterproof and 20 hurricane matches per box 

Choose: Waterproof or Hurricane matches 75c/box: 2 boxes for 51.25. 


G Angle Head Flashlite- 


GENUINE GI 


This is the heavy duty 
olive drab plastic flashlight: issued to ail military units 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands tree operation, operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new sold in the Gl box 

S6.50/each; 2 lorS12.25. 



set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless 
chains (4 and 24 » S3.00/each;l 

Want us to prtnt them 7 WE IL PRINT ANY** 

THING up 10 6 lines and 15 spaces per fine 

Printing only SI .00 per tag (S2.00 per set) 


PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


□Dog Tag Silencers - black, non-glare rubber bumpers tor 
taqs $1.00/pair 


We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then. We’re 

Not Trying To Be. For over 65 years the Kaufman name has 
been respected tor ottering the finest in genuine military goods and in¬ 
signia Our commitment to lirsl rate service is legendary Our service 
policy means 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day 
regardless of whether you pay by check, money order, credit card 
or C O D (There is a C 0 D tee oi S4 00 in addition to the regular 
shipping) 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department 
We'll not only be glad to take your orders (every firm with an 800 
number will do that) but we ll also be happy to answer your ques¬ 
tions Whether you're calling torask about our merchandise or the 
status ol an order you placed, we guaraniee friendly, courteous ser- 

1 vice 

. No, we re not the cheapest But you get what you pay for. If you order 
Mhe cheapest you may wail a long time Jor delivery o! something you-' 
may ultimately be unhappy with II you order from Kaufman's you'll 
see why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most 
value out of every dollar you spend 


i^ants feature: 5 pockets 
(thigh pockets ere bel¬ 
lowed) - drawstring 
cuffs, adjustable waist 
tab. Jackets feature; 4 
pockets bellows style 
Tell us your chest, 
height, and waist 
measurements 
when ordering 
Choose from - 
] Woodland Pattern 
Camouflage * 50% cotton 
50°a nylon. Army s .atest 
issue the pants have 2 
reinforced seat and knees 
the jacket has reinforced elbows Brand New 
Specify: Jacket or Pants S30.00/each; 

.557.50 set. 

1 Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% 
cotton 50% nylon Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops of the Rapid Deployment Force Brand 
New Reinforced as Woodland Pattern above 
Specify: Jacket or Pants S34.GG each; 

$65.00 set 

i Olive Drab (OD) Green - 100% cotton 
ripstop. as used in early Vietnam Current Gl manufacture. Brand 
New Specify: Jacket or Pants . $30.00'each; $57.50/set. 

! Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - 
these are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. 
The tiger stripe pattern is true They are reinforced as the Wood 
land Pattern Camouflage, above Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify Jacket or Pants $34.00 each; S65.00 set 

Solid Black — a favorite of SWAT teams these fef gues were 
manufactured m the US by a government contractor to military 
1 specs 50% cotton 50% nylon tries? are reinforced as the GI Wood¬ 
land Pattern above Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify Jacket or Pants 534.00 each; S65.00 set 


GENUINE Gl 


J Distress Marker 
Rescue Strobe Light— 

This is a high mtesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates ram ana tog and is visible for 
distances up to t5 miles. Standard pilot 
survival gear this light is about the size of 
a pack of cigarettes 1 1 x 2 x 4\ i yet 
it outs out a da/zkng white flash /250 000 
lumens) 50 times ppr minute for up to 0 
hours The unit is waterproof and 
shockproof $39 50/each. 

Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
$5.00/each; 3 tor SI 2.00 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shippinq costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts Shown include costs of postage packaging 
insurance and handling 



Orders up to $10 00. 

S3 00 

Orders from $10 01 to 20 00 

3 75 

Orders from $20 01 to 35 00 

4.50 

Orders from $35 01 to 50 00 

5 25 

Orders from S50 01 to 70 00 

6 25 

Orders from $70 01 to 90 00 

7 25 

Orders over $90 00 

8 00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount 

Indicated. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:30-5:30 (Mountain Time) i 
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THE M19-A 
BB SUBMACHINE 
GUN 



SHOOTS 

LIKE 

THE 



Looking for something to shoot the 
H-E-double toothpicks out of old cans, 
bottles, and pesty varmints? How's 
about the fully automatic M19-A BB 
submachine gun (or the Ml 9-AMP pis¬ 
tol version). Just pour in the BB's 
(3000 max), pop in the compressed air 
or convenient 1 pound can of auto air- 
conditioning Freon, and stand by for the 
action —3000 BB's per minute with an 
effective range of over 50 yards says 
one thing-FIREPOWER! FUN? You'll 
have so much fun—you'll swear the 
devil made you do it. 


$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 


OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


SEND TO: 

LARC (NT.. P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 
32751 

(305) 339-6699 SF-09 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 1 8 YEARS 
OR OLDER, 

SIGNED- 

SEND ME: □ M19-A □ Ml 9-AMP 

PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME - 

STREET- 

CITY - 

STATE- ZIP- 


and were about to cover everything over 
when a Soviet patrol showed up early, 
forcing the Afghans to take cover. The 
Soviets saw something was amiss and pul¬ 
led up by the crater, opened the hatches, 
got out and looked down: “Hey, get a 
load of this, the Afghans have put a big 
command-detonated mine in this here 
crater.” Whereupon the Afghans deton¬ 
ated the mine. 

The Afghans have learned much in 
almost five years of war. They realize that 
the Soviets are not going to leave soon. 
They need training, effective leadership 
and modern weapons — every man, 
woman and child over the age of six we 
encountered asked us, first and foremost, 
for surface-to-air missiles. They are sad, 
but not bitter, that they have received so 
little help not only from the West, but from 
their Islamic brothers. They are fighting an 
enemy with virtually limitless resources. 
No one has ever won a war of attrition 
against Russia. The Afghans cannot 
promise that they are going to win. They 
do promise that they are not going to stop 
fighting with whatever they have, howev¬ 
er they can, to defeat the invaders. We 
saw that this was one promise they are 
trying very hard to deliver. 

Back in Peshawar, the roaring fighter 
planes and the bustling refugee camps 
reminded us where the Soviets’ next step 
may be. We sat on the lawn of the splen¬ 
didly decayed Dean’s Hotel while our 
Afghan friends, when they tired of talking 
of battle, told us of the now-dead sweet¬ 
ness life had Before The War—one of the 
saddest phrases in any language. Then, 
the future offered hope. Their country was 
poor and backward, to be sure, but life 
was peaceful and, above all, improving. 
Literacy was increasing, life expectancy 
lengthening. Radios and irrigation were 
reaching even the tenant farmer. 

The war shattered this future, this hope, 
beyond all redemption and all repair. 
They now all realize that, whether they 
win or lose, it will be a long and bloody 
war, one that most of them will probably 
not survive. The men we drank our tea 
with could look forward to life as an exile, 
or as compliant subject of an alien regime 
that rules by terror, or to fight on in a war 
that may never end against the world’s 
most powerful nation. Karen and I went 
back to the airport. The Afghans shoul¬ 
dered their Kalashnikovs and started 
another day’s march towards home. ^ 


The attachment 
that lets you ^ 

open your A 

single blade 
knife with ^ 
one hand. 

Attachment for single lock-blade knife gives one hand 
access to your blade with flick of your thumb. Meas¬ 
ure your blade thickness at top edge next to handle. 
Specify size: 1/8", 1/10", 3/32". $2.95 ea., ppd. Send 
check, cash or money order. 

KURT EHRLICH CO. 

P.O. Box 1525 Royal Oak, Ml 48068-1525 



BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Pits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector-$150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels ..... $27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 






Handguns 
o! the World 


STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 
P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 


I f Edward Clinton Ezell 

Director of Military History 
' $39.95 Smithsonian Institution 

704 pp. Author of Small Arms 

over 1,000 photos of the World 


YES! Please rush me_copies of 

Handguns of the World at $39.95 (plus $2 post¬ 
age) PA residents add 6% sales tax. If not de¬ 
lighted return the book within 10 days. 

□ VISA □ M.C. □ AM. EX. □ Check 

Card No._Exp. Date_ 

Name_ 


“This great book is destined to be a classic, and 
is a required addition to the bookshelf of every 
serious student of military small arms.”—Peter 
G. Kokalis for Soldier of Fortune 
“A masterly piece of work . . . one that will stand 
for a very long time as the definitive work on mili¬ 
tary pistols.”—Ian V. Hogg 
“Well illustrated and edited, it is certain to find 
a place with many discerning gun buffs.”— 
Massad F. Ayoob 


City, State 
Mail to: 


Zip- 

SFHG 
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Making 
Good Guns Better 
Since 1929. 


■ If your sidearm's not packing a Pachmayr® 

brand grip, your gun may as well have a naked 
frame! Wheel gun or auto pistol, nothing grips like a Pachmayr® 
The Pachmayr® Difference. 

Pachmayr® makes four lines of handgun grips, and all are 
designed from a clean sheet of paper with just one task in mind; 
IN-THE-FIELD PERFORMANCE. Sure, there are wood grips 
that may look prettier than our Black Rubber Means Business 
appearance, but that's exactly the reason why our grips are the 
choice of serious sidearm shooters. 

The Champions' Choice. 

Champions understand the Pachmayr® difference. A completely reliable and 
durable gripping surface—at the range or in the field. A cushioned, more 
comfortable way to hold any revolver or auto pistol. Col. Charles Askins, Jeff 
Cooper, Ray Chapman, and Ross Seyfried—to name a few—understand 
Pachmayr's®competitive difference. 

Reach For PachmayT® Grips. 

There's our "Presentation" series for just about every revolver known to man. Our 
"Gripper" series for the same si dearms, but for those who prefer a finger-groove 
front. "Compac" grips for snub-nose lightweights with factory grips that often 
are too short and thin to be much use—Pachmayr® puts more grip there, for 
better aim with no appreciable loss of concealability. And "Signature"-*-the 
standard of champions for auto pistols. 

Pachmayr®—The Complete Line. 

We've got the grip market covered. And we have other fine gun accessories as 

well. Customize your .45 ACP with our full line of accessories. Rust proof With 

our spray-on "PRP" Don't go to the range without one of our 

pistol cases. And remember our fine recoil pads for your long 

guns. Renowned custom gun stocks and gunsmithing. For the 

complete line of Pachmayr® gun accessories and fine custom gun 

stocks and smithing, send $2 for our full-line, color catalog. M/h* % 

-_ —_ r — MAIL COUPON TO:-- 

ITlTIVi ! Pachmayr® Gun Works, Inc. i 

HJ W I J 1220 S* Grand Ave,, Dept. SOF-9 | 

a i Los Angeles, CA 90015 J 


Signature" Grips 
for Auto Pistols 


'Presentation" Grips 
for Revolvers 


"Grippers" 
for a Finger- 
Groove 
Front 


"Compac" 
Grips for 
Hideout 
Revolvers 


Natrw. 


v Quality and Performance .., an American Heritage" - 

Pachmayr® Gun Works, Inc. 1220 So. Grand Ave., Dept. SOF-9 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 (213) 748-7271 


My gun retailer: 
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From the Great Northwest comes .. . THE LEATHERMAN 

THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL TOOL 



Just $49.95 for the only Survival tool you’ll ever need! 
12 TOOLS IN ONE! Handcrafted in the USA of 


r__l “100% stainless steel.” A design so unique its patented. 
HgPJ Guaranteed for 25 years. Twelve instruments combine 
mm this tough pocket size tool. Genuine leather carrying 
■!■■ case included. 


□ I have enclosed check or money order for $49.95 for the Leatherman, plus 5% 
tax (Tex res. only) and $3.00 per knife for shipping and handling. 

Charge to my □ VISA or □ MC □ MC Interbank #_Exp. date_ 

3 Card #_Signature_ 

* VISA & MC CALL 1-800-231-0862/Texas Residents Call (713) 568-9151 
8 Send to: SPARE TIME SPORTS. 11011 So. Wilcrest, Suite E, Houston, Tex 77099 



On Sept. 21st, 

the fastest mine leaving 
Las Vegas 
rbo 


be ourboots. 


/ 

✓ 

\Vi}Ve going to be . 

.selling Chippewa * 

boots at p rices so low, \ 

we niav have to nail ’em ^ 
to the table. The manufac- ^ 
turer won't even let us show you 
the price. So hurry to our booths 
37-40 at the Soldier of Fortune 

convention, CftlEDUIAAVI 

open to the public, 9nEKTVWWlr 
Sept. 21-23 at the Sahara toter?K»tio«d Ixporl Corporation 

Hotel, before its too late. 
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RUSSIA’S BORDER 

Continued from page 61 

close. All that separates them from the 
road is a low mud wall and a ditch. The 
second section has taken up covering 
positions in a tree line about 70 meters 
back on the left flank. The plan is to hit the 
first lone armored vehicle or pair of vehi¬ 
cles that is unlucky enough to be passing. 

At present there’s not much traffic. A 
bus or car once every two to three mi¬ 
nutes. We might be in for a wait. 

The opposition must be as nervous as 
hell. According to one of the villagers, two 
APCs passed here yesterday evening after 
dark. The driver of the lead vehicle saw 
what he thought was a suspicious move¬ 
ment in the ditch. In fact it was just a dog 
but he slammed on all his brakes anyway. 
The second vehicle tried to swerve, 
caught the first a glancing blow and ended 
up in the field. (At that point firing broke 
out from the wall and I had to stop wait¬ 
ing.) 

Thursday 1915 hours. This afternoon’s 
business was murder, pure murder. And 
that, they say, is the definition of a suc¬ 
cessful ambush. They staged a successful 
ambush. 

The agreement had been to hit the first 
armored vehicle. As it turned out the first 
suitable targets were a couple of trucks 
driving back to the garrison from the city 
full of troops. Gh^ni couldn’t resist it. 

It was all over within less than 60 
seconds and the Teacher never got his 
moment of glory. It was a Kalashnikov 
and grenade job. Few of the troops could 
have known what hit them. The first truck 
veered straight off the road and dis¬ 
appeared into the field. The driver of the 
second had time to break before being hit 
in a hail of fire that Ghani and the rest were 
literally hosing onto the truck at almost 
point-blank range behind the wall. 

Then they were running back toward us 
along a wall that ran at right angles to the 
road. The guys beside me opened up to 
give covering fire, but they could have 
saved their ammunition — no one in 
either army truck was in any state to return 
the fire. 

The only other vehicle in sight was a 
Mercedes bus heading in the opposite 


Introducing 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


8 ” 

440 C <* 

Blade with 
Sow Teeth 
That Work! 

13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


Only 


$ 199 °° 


Photo by Mothar 
Earth News 
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Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robart Parrish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendorsonviil*. NC 2B739 
p hcr® (704) 692-3466 
Send SASE for more Information 
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Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 

□ Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. 


Send Check; Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., or 
Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Name_ 


Address 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— 

266 Roswell Street (SF19), Marietta GA 30060 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


City . 
State 


Money Back Guarantee 


BRIGADE'S BASICS FOR LIFE 


The Woolly Pully 
Military Sweater 


MADE IN ENGLAND 


M5 

MEDICS 
BAG 

Better than 
the original 
Medical 
Supply Bag. 

Made of nylon packcloth for lightness and 
water repellancy. All the Gl features, plus 
some. Size: 16"x9"x10": Choice of Woodland 
Camo, OD Cordura, Black. 

BAG-5, Med. Bag 0NLY S 49 95 ppd. 

COMMANDO 
CAMOUFLAGE WATCHBAND 


100% Pure Wool Twill reinforcing shoulder & elbow 
patches. Extra tough and comfortable, even when wet! 
Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

Size 34 to 46, NOW ONLY 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully $^95 ppd 

Our regular Woolly Pully Sweaters used by 
the Marines, Army, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard are available immediately. 

Choices of WP-110 Olive Green, WP-131 USAF/Coast 
Guard Blue, WP-171 Army Black, WP-120 Navy, WP-170, 

*!«P- 185 Tan. P rices Slashed! 

Sizes 34 to 46. eooq«i 

ONLY *33 ppd. 

BANGER ■ ■ ^ 

BOON IE 

VBH-7! Woodland Camo, 

VRH-2, Olive Drab, 

VRH-8, Desert Camo 


Choice *9 95 ppd. 


BDU PATROL CAP 


Genuine issue poplin fabric 
with wool-lined ear flaps. 
Excellent cold weather 
protection. 

Size: 7, 7 % 1% 7 3 /4 $1 y g5 
CCP-5, BDU Cap ppd. 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow - 
unique Velcro® doublelock band and crystal 
cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, 
and hard work. Measure wrist to nearest Vi" 
mark for correct size. 

CB21, Camo Watchband s 5 95 ppd. 

Also available in OD, Black, Navy nylon web. 

CB1, Watchband *5 50 ppd. 


AMERICA FIRST® 
T-SHIRTS 

Show your colors today! 

Our Grand Republic copyrighted designs are 
distinctive and proud. Full color printing on 
our medium weight 50/50 T-shirts. Choice of 
Long or Short Sleeve Black Shirts. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Black Short Sleeve, *8 95 ppd. 

Black Long Sleeve * 11 95 ppd. 

I ^TIGER 

STRIPE str(pe 

MA115, T.S. Jungle Coat 5 27 95 ppd. 
MAI05, T.S. Jungle Trouser 5 29 95 ppd. 
BQT71, T.S. T-Shirt 5 6 95 ppd. 

BAS-C9. T.S. Cap S 4 25 ppd. 

CAM-111, Bandana 5 1 50 ppd. 

VIETNAM STYLE 
PLASTIC WATCH 

Look-alike OD plastic case Timex watch has 
12/24 hour dial and nylon wrist strap. Depth 
tested to 80 feet with a one year warranty 
Great survival watch! 

Buy some time, for only 5 I 7 95 ppd. 
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STUNH 
STAGGER! 

■PlflH 



ANY ASSAl 
WITH PALf 
SIZED INSTAf 
PROTECTION 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 


)M 


Made in 

. Was! Germany * 
Original 
Patent 


These are the 
original steel whipf 

gun blued for low 
profile visibility, 
small but powerful. 

They open in an 
eyeblink, deliver 
stunningly painful 
blows, rendering 
assailants helpless 
instantly without 
breaking bones. 

No matter the odds, 
with BLITZ or SIPO,| 
they’re with you. 

Totally guaranteed. 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


Specifications: 

BLITZ: 5Vs" closed, 
13%" open, 

5V2 ounces. 

SIPO: 6" closed, 
16" open, 

10 ounces. 


$ 12 95 BLITZ 



Plus $2.00 Shipping 


$ 19 95 SIPO 


Plus $2.00 Shipping 


GET YOURS NOWI 

To Order, just send your name, and address 
with check, cash or money order to: 

INCO, P.O. Box 3111 Dept. B(9) 

Burbank, CA 91504 (213) 842-4094 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


direction. The driver’s reaction was almost 
comic. First he pulled up about 100 
meters from the stricken trucks. Then he 
started backing off, fast; stopped again; 
and then disappeared onto the floor. 

Once Ghani’s men were clear of the 
road, the guys with me started pulling 
back, still firing from between the trees. By 
this time an army post further back down 
the road but hidden by the wall had 
opened up in support of the trucks. But 
with the wall in between, we had little to 
worry about. 

Then we were all jogging, back through 
the village, across a field and finally across 
a feeder road that might have been used 
to cut off our retreat. 

We stopped to regroup and catch our 
breath outside a farm house. Some 
peasants emerged and there was a good 
deal of hand shaking and back-slapping. 
Ghani, businesslike, was counting up all 
the men and then began taking an inven¬ 
tory of who had expended what ammuni¬ 
tion. 

From the road came the staccato ham¬ 
mer of a tank-mounted Dashika, blazing 
away at everything and nothing. Over 10 
minutes too late. From there back into the 
labyrinth of southern Mazar and another 
safe-house. We return to the gorge 
tonight.... ^ 



"D-Z NORMANDY" 


* A massive 821 plane- loads of 13,000 
combat troops landed behind enemy 
lines in 2 hrs... right on top of the 
German 91 st! This is D-Day! 

This is“D-Z NORMANDY” thesavage 
epic of the planes, gliders and men of 
the 82nd and 101 st Airb supported 
by waves of angry B-26 Marauders & 
P-47 s. 

Plus! “TH E AIR PLAN” -Official RAF 
combat footage of the Normandy 
battle from the air. Tree-topgun cam¬ 
eras take you wing-level against Ger¬ 
man Panzers. Mustangs, Spitfires, 
Hurricanes and Typhoons at their 
flying, fighting best. 

Two hours of great air/combat foot¬ 
age. 

Priced a low, low . $59^- 

Send to: FERDE GROFE FILMS 
3100 Airport Ave.. Santa Mpnica, CA 90405 

U.S. and Canada add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50. CA res. add 6V:?% Sales Tax. 
Visa& Master - include card no. & expiration. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 
(800) 854-0561, ext. 925. 

In Calif. (BOO) 432-7257, oxt. 925. 



SMOKE 
GRENA 

For: 

• Law 
Enforcemen 

• Para-Military 

• Survival 

• Riot C 


Why fool around with toys when you 
can have the real thing! 

2 Devastating Models Available 

Both with 2-year guarantee! 

#050 COMMANDO GRENADE: 

• Medium to heavy crowd control • Large 
smoke screens • War Games.Volume:'50.000 
cu.ft. HC White: 3 minute burn time; 15 sec. 
fuse delay. 3-pack *13.95 12-pack* *49.95 

#0100 RIOT BUSTER GRENADE: 

• Heavy riot & crowd conditions • Huge 
smoke screens • Military type War Games 
(will blot out a city block!) Volume: 100,000 
cu.ft. HC White: 2.5 -3 min. burn time: 10 sec 
fuse delay. 3-pack *16.95 12-pack* *59.95 

*FREE with each 12-pack purchase: 6 Mini 
Grenades (Volume 3,000 cu.ft. HC White). 

VISA/MC & C.O.D. Phone Orders 
shipped immediately! Call 617-922-8262 

(Free Shipping in Continental U.S.) 
Personal checks held 4 wks. Send SASE for 
FREE catalog (included with order). 

YANKEE MANUFACTURING CO. 

59 Chase St., Beverly, MA 01915 


^UARDfeffer 


FROM LOCKED 
AND 

COCKED. 



..TO OPEN 
In only 
1/250 th sec. 
with only a 
press of the 
pocket cllpb 


1 Oronance steel cona melon 
throughout 

2 4" hardened steel round 
tapered shaft 

3 Resume lock insures 
shaft will remain open 
during use 

4 Knurled postn* 
grip Blued fmijn 
similar to a fine 
firearm 

ORDER NO 
BR-50010 
Send: $29' 
:!mmec3ia;s pre 
paid delivery) 



The Guardfaiher is not 
a knrtu. switchblade, 
gravity knife. dirk dagger, 
etc There are NO FEDERAL 
LA W5 AGAINST ITS 


POWERFUL 
SPRING LOADED 
MECHANISM 


Discreet, effedn* protection lor those 
quesionabie occasions When peace of 
mind lends security, when a bulky fire¬ 
arm or knite will never do The Guard- 
father is there - urgently available 
— without suspicion 
im note: The Guardfather is not a cheap 
x> or mechaneal pencil with an added neerfe 
or blade but rather a heavy-duty precision pro¬ 
duct designed with your DEFENSE in mind 


BRYQ'S, INC. 

P.O. Box 1452 
Ulburn.GA 30247 


Dealer Inquires Invited 
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NEW MILITARY 
CLOTHING AND HATS 





If not certain about size, send measurements. 

□ BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 
Reinforced shoulders & elbows, available in 

O.D. Green or Black. S, M. L or XL. 100% 
washable acrylic. No Itching 

□ ORIGINAL G.I. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acrylic in O.D. Green or Black. S, M, L or XL. 

□ TIGER STRIPE FATIGUES $29.95/set 

100% cotton, 2 pocket shirt & 4 pocket pants 

THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 
stress points —knees, backside, elbows, etc Made 
of heavy duty construction, 50% cotton/50% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, belt loops and ankle draw 
strings. 

□ DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 

FATIGUES Latest issue. FSN 84I5-0H02-6766 

S. M, L, add S4.00 for XL. GOVT ISSUE 

□ DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S, M, L add $2.00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-084-1647 

S, M, L. add $4.00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ea 

PANTS or JACKET S. M. L, add S2.00 for XL 

□ O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP 100% COTTON $26.95 ea 
JUNGLE FATIGUES PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 



□ MA-1 U.S.A.F FLYING JACKET $44.95 

Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining. Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve. Knit col¬ 
lar. cuffs & waistband. Specify black or sage 
green. FSN 1615-522-6014. Sizes XS, S, M, L. 

add S5.00 for XL. GOVT. ISSUE 

□ M-65 FIELD JACKET, ORIGINAL G.I.. $44.95 

O.D. GREEN, WOODLAND OR DESERT TAN 
Don't confuse w/older types. Latest G.l. issue 
nylon/cotton construction and quarpel water 
repellent {only available to U.S. Govt.) All jack¬ 
ets have hideaway zipper hood. FSN 8415- 
00-782-2939. XS. S M, L. add S5.00 forXL. G.L 

□ N2B ARCTIC PARKA $79.95 

The ultimate cold weatherjacket. Synthetic 

fur lined hood & trim. Sage green nylon shell 
w/eiastic knit cuffs & waistband. Attached 
heavy hood that zips back for flat wear. FSN 
1615-524-3060. XS, S, M, L, add $5.00 for XL. G.l. 

COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 

new with scabbard. 18" blade 

□ USMC COMBAT KNIFE $22.00 

Parkerized 7" blade original GJ, 

with leather sheath. New 


,-#*-■ 

4 ' 


oO*?J 




□ US. AIRFORCE ISSUE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 
KNIFE, NEW Complete with sharpening 

stone & leather scabbard. 5" blade 

□ COLT M7 AR 15/M 16 BAYONET $29.95 

& MBA1 SCABBARD 

Blade length 6," belt attach., sure-grip handle 
with COLT markings 



THIS MONTHS SPECIAL 

D KHAKI WATCH by HAMILTON 
Water resistant, shock resistant. Anti- 
magnetic, 12/24 hour dial, non-glare 
stainless steel case, hack feature 
(for watch synchronization), 2 
nylon web bands olive & khaki, 
and a one year mfg. warranty. 

Retail $70.00 

< 4 -‘“ 

Our price $58.50 

UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 

For the Outdoorsman 

□ G.l. TYPE COLLAPSIBLE SHOVEL 
W/GJ. NEOPRENE COVER 
23 Vi" fully extended. 9" folded, fits in a pack or 
knapsack or on web gear. 

□ MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty, water repellent, mildew resistant, 
O.D. green with black nylon web handles, 
zippered accessory pocket, fully padded with 
full length Heavy Duty self repairing zipper, 
lint-free corduro y lining. 


$12.95 



□ MI GARAND, M-14/M1A.FN FAL $29.95 

46" length 

□ COLT AR15, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 

□ CARI5.AR1B0. 36" length $24.95 

□ MINI 14, MI CARBINE, $21.95 

REM B70 42" length 

□ UZI, MAC'S, MP-5, 28" length $22.50 

□ COLT GOVT MODEL or COMBAT COMMD. 9.95 

□ SLEEPING BAGS, BRAND NEW, $59.95 

I9B3 ISSUE I4°F to 45°F 

Gl MI949 mountain sleeping bags, summer 
weight. 100% feather filled. FSN 8465-7855 

□ M1911 /AI .45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 

Genuine G.l. carrying case 6V2" x 2'h" con¬ 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin, extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistan't 
packaged & attaches to web gear $24.95 

GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS| 

□ JUNGLE OPERATIONS FM-31-35 $5.95 

114 PGS. Complete manual foi tactical 
operations in jungle areas, illustrated. 

□ U.S. RIFLE MI4, R. BLAKE STEVENS $34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated 

Covers complete evolution of M-14 
from initial M-l Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles, 

□ SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-31-21 $5.00 
227 PGS. Complete field manual, illustrated. 

□ SWAT TEAM MANUAL FM-I69B, $12.00 

134 PGS. Operational procedures, tactics 

and theories for SWAT operations, illustrated. 


□ VIET CONG BOOBYTRAPS, MINES AND $8.00 
MINE WARFARE TECHNIQUES. Illustrated 
Pub. by Department of the Army TC5-31 69 Pgs. 

SCOPES & MOUNTS 


□ COLT AR 15/M 16 MOUNT WITH 
BUSHNELL 4X SCOPE Rings Included 


$54.95 



□ AR15/MI6 MOUNT WITH BUSHNELL $67.95 
3X9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Included 

□ ORIGINAL COLT AR15/MI6 3 X 20 $159.00 

SCOPE, NEW Installs in Seconds 

□ ORIGINAL COLT AR15/M16 4 X 20 $180.00 

SCOPE, NEW 

PACKS & WEB GEAR 

□ U.S. ARMY LC-1 (ALICE PACK) $59.95 

Brand new G.L back pack designed to carry 
loads up to 50 lbs. Complete with shoulder 
straps, quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carrying extra equipment. Water 
repellent, rip stop nylon. O.D. green, 

□ MECHANICS TOOL BAG $18.95 

O.D. canvas, masonite bottom, web handle. 

8 small inside pockets, 2 large outside divided 
pockets, brass zipper FSN 5140-00-324-4306 
dimen. 1 l"L x 6"W x 7"H. 

□ TANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas. O.D. green tool bag. Con¬ 
cealed H.D. zipper and web carrying handles, 
dimen. 20"Lx6"Wx 10"H. 

□ COMPLETE LC-1 NYLON COMBAI^-— -^\S42.80 
HARNESS ASSEMBLY 

Save $10.00, outfit includes: I pair adjustable 
LC-1 suspenders, I canteen with cover, 2 MI6 
pouches (hold 3-30 rd. mags, each), 1 pistol 
belt, 1 neoprene intrenching tool carrier and 
1 first aid dressing/compass case. 

□ PISTOL BELT WITH "SILENT" QUICK $11.95 
RELEASE BUCKLE Latest issue. O.D. green. 

CATALOG 

Everything is here, hard to find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar (Refundable on first order) 
to cover our postage & handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 

ORDERING 

Minimum order is $10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in¬ 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges (see chart be¬ 
low). Calif, residents add 6i£% sales tax. If you're not 
sure about sizes send your measurements. Thank youl 

SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 


AMOUNT 

SEND 

AMOUNT 

SEND 

Up to $15.00. .. 

. $2.50 

$76.00 to $99.00... 

.. 6.00 

$15.00 to $30.00. 

.. 3.00 

$100.00 to $150.00. 

. 7.50 

$31.00 to $49.00. 
$50.00 to $75.00. 

. 4.00 
5.00 

Si51.00 to $200.00. 

.. 8.50 


Shipping on orders $201.00 or more, and ail foreign 
orders will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside California. Calif, 
residents or for info, call 818-349-7600 


Send to: Sherwood International 

18714 Parthenia SL, SF9 Northridge, California 91324 

SHERWOOD 

International Export Corporation 

800423-5237 

© 1984 Sherwood International 
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For sniper-type and assault weapons 

Demand 
Swarovski' 
es 


ZFM 6x42 Scope for 
sniper-type weapons 


/A 

AUSTRIA 

## %% 


Now available in the United 
States, Swarovski scopes are 
the ultimate in quality, dura¬ 
bility and accuracy. They’re 
military proven throughout 
the world. 

Features: • Waterproof 
Shockproof • Quick-to-adjust 
Sharp and color-true image 
• Corrosion-resistant. 

If you really want the best, 
demand Swarovski. For 
additional information, 
write Swarovski Optik, 
Division of Swarovski America 
Limited, One Kenney Drive, 
Cranston, Rl 02920. 


©1984 Swarovski America Limited 


A STEP AHEAD... the ultimate outdoor shoe! 



• 51 % leather • 49% nylon • 100% washable • Lateral traction “soft sole" Similar to 
an orthopedic “comfort heel" • Water repellent • Brown Camouflage or Green 


A top quality shoe for style and comfort around town or in 
the field. 


The special “Lateral Traction Soft Sole” is made for rough 
terrain and hiking. CAMO™ is extremely quiet for 
stalking—excellent for archers. The full arch 
support provides comfort and 
support. 

The CAMO™ comes in both 
High Top and Low Top. 

The fastener on the Low Top 
is a unique, unbreakable, 

Velcro® strip. The High Top 
is constructed to give complete 
ankle support. 


Camouflage. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Please send me: 

_Low Tops, size. 

. High Tops, size _ 


. Color _ 
_ Color _ 


. at $32.95 each 
. at $45.95 each 




SIZES AVAILABLE: Full Sizes 2-13; Half Sizes 6'6-lVA (order % size larger than normal) 

□ I have enclosed check or money order or $32.95 for each pair of low tops and $45.95 for each 
pair of high tops, plus 5% tax (Tex res. only) and $3.50 per pair for shipping and handling. 
Charge to my □ VISA or □ MC □ MC Interbank #- Exp. date- 


SCard #____ Signature- 

* VISA & MC CALL 1'800’231-0862/Texas Residents Call (713) 568-9151 

gj Send to: SPARE TIME SPORTS, 11011 South Wilcrest, Suite. E, Houston, TX 77099 


MACV RECONDO 

Continued from page 67 

The team leader carried Air Force 
meteorological data giving the exact times 
of first light and sunset. He roused the team 
an hour before First light and they removed 
all traces of their presence. 

Moving on a preselected route and re¬ 
maining clear of trails, the mission began in 
earnest, its goal to confirm intelligence of 
suspected cache placements and infiltration 
routes into the valley. Recondo is the first 
rung in a ladder of intel efforts leading from 
the field to MACV command. The team 
scoured their assigned jungle sector for 
traces of enemy troop movement. They 
knew how to deduce element size, direction 
and intent from footprints and refuse. The 
enemy, however, wasn’t being generous. It 
was also important for them to realize that 
their sandaled rivals might be exercising the 
same steps in tracking them. 

Support aircraft flew over the target area 
twice daily, flying a straight course to pre¬ 
vent suspicion. The RTO monitored his 
radio during these flights, listening for 
coded messages. At the predesignated exfil 
sites, 281st gunships cruised aloft not more 
than 10 minutes from the launch point. The 
birds relayed messages while inspecting the 
security of all LZs. For prolonged radio 
contact, the LO moved to another location, 
making a “dummy” contact with an im¬ 
aginary team. The school maintained a 24- 
hour watch of the CW and FM radios and 
guard frequencies for emergency calls from 
the field. This system of fail-safe proce¬ 
dures ensured that support would always be 
available without revealing the team’s posi¬ 
tion. 

The school TOC (Tactical Operations 
Center) uneasily waited for alert calls, not¬ 
ing the team’s position. The student RTO 
carried a PRC on his back and each instruc¬ 
tor carried a handset, so he could take com¬ 
mand and call the shots. Often the Recondos 
have to lie motionless, sweating the minutes 
into hours, meshing with the vines and 
bushes surrounding them, while the enemy 
stares directly into their faces, before turn¬ 
ing back down the trail. 

The nature of these graduation missions 
was innately dangerous, but surprisingly, 



TRIDENT 
50 LB PISTOL 
CROSSBOW 


COMMANDO A 
175 LB 1 
SELF-COCKING 

*369- 




SI LENT DEFENSE WEAPONS 


COLOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG *2 

SHOWS .BOWS/ACCESSORIES .ErUHDAHlE . "BE 


CrosabotoB ltd 


Bok BT?T -F Faumlh VJh 


CA iSJOt 
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160 Acres, Virgin Fertile Land, $5,900 

Down payment only $200-easy monthly payments just $133.86 



THERE ARE FEW RICH FARM LANDS LEFT ON EARTH 

Because the Bolivian government wants to encourage development, there exists a 
rare and unusual opportunity in South America for anyone who is interested in 
becoming a landowner. The benefits go far beyond a chance to own fertile farm 
land. Yet, 160 acres of virgin farm land for $5,900, a total down payment of only 
U.S. $200 and easy monthly payments with little interest, is a big drawing card. 

YOU CAN PIONEER OR LEAVE THE LAND IN ITS NATURAL STATE 
Create a survival or recreational farm. Although we sincerely hope life in the in¬ 
dustrial countries will continue to be warm ana hospitable, there is the possibility 
that events could take an unpleasant turn. If this should happen, you could be 
prepared to secure your own little haven in these fertile Bolivian lands. To become 
totally self sufficient would merely mean clearing a small portion of your 160 or 
more acres for a home and garden plot. 

There is also the possibility of commercial agriculture. You could manage your 
own farm, rent or lease to a tenant farmer, or hire someone to manage your 
property. 

Or, you can opt to leave the land in its natural state, privately available to you 
and your family. There are exotic birds and an abundance of wildlife. You will dis¬ 
cover the tapir, oppossum, brown capuchin monkey, armadillo, anteater, agouti, 
grey fox, ocelot, puma, and jaguar. Although nearly all of these species are 
protected by Bolivian national law, there are deer, bear and a variety of other 
game for the hunter and outdoorsman. 

Whether for profit, recreation, or securing a future, it is readily evident that 
this land purchase offer is unusual and quite possibly the world's last frontier 
opportunity. Recent figures show prime underdeveloped land in Santa Cruz to be 
appreciating at 20% to 30% annually. 

GREAT PROSPECTS FOR AGRICULTURE 
Menonite farmers have pioneerd this fertile area and have helped to establish 
cash markets for a wide variety of products. 

Cotton, just one of the major cash crops, has recently been joined by soybeans, 
corn, wheat and sorghum as proven safe returns on this fine land investment. 

Livestock are also very popular among the ranchers coming into this rich fertile 
area. Many have turned to raising chickens, hogs, beef, dairy stock, fruit and veg¬ 
etables. 

Careful planning and positive ingenuity guarantee huge yields on this unusu¬ 
ally fruitful land. You may harvest rice to cotton, soy to sorghum, or raise the 
livestock of your choice. This virgin fertile land has made real the hopes and 
dreams of many new owners. 

LOCATION 

This newly opened land reserve is located in the heart of booming Santa Cruz de la 
Sierra, an eastern Bolivian state. 

These rich, agriculturally suited land parcels are located close to Brazil— the 
fastest developing country in the world and one of Bolivia's best agricultural and 
livestock customers. The Bolivian Utah State/USAID Study Team reports, "...the 
eastern plains of Bolivia should be considered as one of the world's outstanding 
potentials for agricultural development. Without a doubt, this is a prime growth 
area offering tremendous values and unusual opportunity. 

BOUVIAN GOVERNMENT WELCOMES AND ENCOURAGES 
FOREIGN LANDOWNERS 

Bolivia's progressive government has set important policies to accommodate the 
new foreign landowner. Special provisions guarantee each purchaser the same 
rights and privileges as native born citizens. 

These affirmative policies create a nohassle business environment that en¬ 
courages free enterprise. 

160 ACRES, 320 ACRE, OR FULL SECTION 640 ACRE FARM PARCELS 
ARE AVAILABLE 

Because of the growing demand and obviously limited supply of top quality land 
it is increasing drfficult to guarantee large acreages. However, for those fortunate 
individuals who learn of this offer and act immediately, large parcels can be 
reserved. A few parcels are actually larger than stated, and will be sold without 
additional charge for excess acreage. Each property is presented with full 
descriptions and a free and clear title of ownership. 

There is no obligation to buy when you send for a free information packet. If 
you desire to assure yourself a part of this vanishing farm land, then you will want 
to include a refundable $200 U.S. down payment with your information request to 
Bolivian Land and Forestry, Ltda. 


Upon receipt of your application and down payment we will select the best 
acreage in the amount you specify. We will then mail you detailed plans of your 
property along with your Purchase Agreement. You only sign the Purchase Agree¬ 
ment and soon after begin making your monthly payments of $133.86, including 
low interest costs of only 6% annually. 

ONE FULL YEAR TO INSPECT YOUR PROPERTY 
After signing the Purchase Agreement you have one full year to inspect your 
property in Santa Cruz. If you are dissatisfied for any reason, or if you just change 
your mind, we will refund in full every cent you have paid our office, including 
principal and interest. Should you wish to exchange your parcel for any other 
property, we will be glad to give you your choice of available acreage. Of course, 
this does not mean you have to visit Santa Cruz during the first year to be a land 
owner, but we hope you will. 

WHEN YOU VISIT SANTA CRUZ 

Fly to Miami, and board the Lloyd Aereo Boliviano (L.A.B.) late evening 727 flight 
to Santa Cruz. You will arrive early the next morning. First class hotel accommoda¬ 
tions are available at Los Tajibos, a Holiday Inn affiliate. Or, you may select to stay 
at any one of the other excellent hotels in the area, if you contact us in advance 
we will be happy to make hotel reservations for you. 

You will neea your passport, but no prior visas are required for North American 
or European visitors. An international smallpox certificate is necessary. 

You will find the state of Santa Cruz to be one of Bolivia's richest and biggest, 
with a population close to 700,000 and a land mass nearly equal to one third of 
the entire nation. 

Hundreds from Canada, Mexico, and Paraguay have already discovered this 
rich agricultural area and are delighted with their decision. You will be too. 


CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. WE WILL SEND YOU 
PICTURES, MAPS, AND DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE. 

TELEX: 4405 BOLFOR BV TELEPHONE: 4-0146 
Mail this coupon airmail for our immediate response, 
r-—- 

I Bolivian Land and Forestry, Ltda. 

Casilla No. 2369 
I Santa Cruz, Bolivia 

l Gentlemen: 

| □ Please send me your no obligation information on the properties available 
j at Santa Cruz. I would like to know more about how I can buy 160 acres 
! for only $5,900. 

J □ Please reserve some of this rich virgin land for me. Hold 160 acres at 
I $5,900 for me and rush my Purchase Agreement to my address below, 
j Enclosed is my refundable down payment of $200 U.S. 


name 

1 

address j 

1 

city 

state code 

1 

1 

country 


n 


(Prices are quoted in U.S. dollar?) 

i 

j 
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Steiner’s 7x50 Commander is among the 
brightest and the best binoculars ever made. An 
integrated compass and rangefinder enables 
you to determine your own location, or the loca¬ 
tion of an object or target any time, day or night. 
Objects appear bright even though barely visi¬ 
ble to the naked eye. 


Steiner’s 6x30 and Commander feature: 

• Rugged Rubber Armoring 

• Lens caps and strap 

• Multi coated optics 

• Optional military modifications such as com¬ 
bat reticles 


Steiner’s 6x30 Combat is one of the world’s 
most versatile binoculars. Designed for field use 
and jungle combat under dense tropical foliage. 
From rolling waves to the shaky and bumpy ride 
of an all-terrain vehicle. The 6 x 30 Combat pro¬ 
vides the steadiest view no matter what 
situation. 


• 5-Year warranty 

Other Steiner Military-Marine models: 8 x 30- 
compact & powerful. 7x35 Wide Angle, 
7x50—the brightest, 10x50—high power, 
15x80—highest powered hand-held binocu¬ 
lars, Rifle Scopes, Electronic Image Intensifiers, 
Laser binoculars, and Periscopes. 



Call our Instant Info SPECIAL HOTLINE at 1-800-257-7742 
(NJ, Alaska, outside continental USA, Call 609/854-2424) Or Write 
PIONEER & CO., 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 



THE BADGER - “Quick and Mean!” 



THE BADGER — When your operations require max¬ 
imum concealment, you need the Badger, Designed to 
be quick and mean, the Badger can deliver your firearm 
in the fastest possible time. Built to meet the re¬ 
quirements of an operative who needs that extra edge, 
the Badger offers the flexibility of being able to carry 
small through large frame revolvers and autos and uses 
the same comfortable shoulder straps made famous by 
our 24 Hour holster. After prolonged field testing by law 
enforcement officers, the Badger met with the utmost 
In compliments — all test personnel wanted to buy the 
test samples. Partial listing of guns that can utlize the 
Badger: Colt government, Walther PPK, HK P7, SW 
469,59, S&W J, K, u & M Frames, Colt Det. Spl., Python. 
No. 1210 Badger with magazine pouch 
No. 1210 SL Badger with speed loader pouch $44.95 



THE CLASSIC — For thbse Who prefer a conventional 
style shoulder rig, the Classic features a fast pull 
through Velcro® retainer, extra wide belt loop, and our 
famous 24 hour harness. 

No. 1215 Large frame auto w/double mag pouch$49.95 
No. 1216 4” Revolver w/speed loader pouch $49.95 
No. 1217 6” Revolver w/speed loader pouch $54.95 


For More Information And Name Of Closest Dealer Call Toll Free: 
U.S. (outside Calif.); 1 (800) 262-2220 
In Calif.: 1 f800) 341-3330 



ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 

Master charge and Visa (send account number and expiration date) 
personal checks or money order. Add $3.00 for postage, CA residents 
add 6% sales tax. Special Weapons Products catalog of professional 
gear $1 (free with order). AH products carry lifetime warranty against 
defects in material or workmanship. 

BLDG. 601 SWS SPACE CENTER DEALER INQUIRES 
MIRA LOMA, CA 91752 INVITED 


combat-related deaths were small in num¬ 
ber. Only two were reported between 
November 1966 and April 1968. 

Instructors and students weren’t the only 
individuals facing peril. During the summer 
of 1968, Recondo teams did occasionally 
contact enemy patrols and incur casualties. 
Late in the year, one team inadvertently 
made contact with an enemy point man and 
opened fire, not knowing that a company¬ 
sized element lurked a few meters down the 
trail. 

The team called for assistance, and the 
550th CIDG (the Vietnamese Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group) responded for the 
second time that year. Jungle fighting pre¬ 
vented direct confirmation of the actual 
numbers involved. The team was under 
heavy fire from a large force, size unknown. 

Grenades exploding at the perimeter 
wounded several team members. The fire- 
fight was at its peak when the thumping 
sounds of approaching Hueys mingled with 
the staccato clattering of machine guns. 

Off-loading at a nearby clearing, the Viet 
mercenary force began to work around to 
the team’s right flank, popping off rounds 
into the dense brush. In a matter of minutes 
the 550th was positioned to cover the team’s 
departure. 

Making their way quickly to the LZ, the 
team broke out into the clearing as a mede- 
vac was arriving. Rushing the wounded 
onboard a Huey at a four-foot hover was 
difficult so the school medic stepped out on 
the skid, tethered to the cabin floor by a 
cargo harness. As he bent over to reach a 
wounded man, a 12.7mm round struck him 
in the chest. His dead body hung from the 
side door, streams of blood spattering in the 
ship’s ground effect, the only fatality of the 
fire fight. Shortly after, another Recon team 
in the sector moved in and kept the VC 
detachment under surveillance. 

The returning soldiers were no longer 
students, but qualified Recondos, who had 
earned the title in the ultimate test environ¬ 
ment. In formation outside Dewey Hall in 
the center of the school compound, each 
man was awarded the Arrowhead patch, to 
be worn on the right breast pocket of his 
fatigues. He was given a Recondo number, 
entered into his records for the rest of his 
Army career: his license to instruct or per¬ 
form LRRP missions in his home unit. The 


SOB? 

(303) 447-1263 


P.O. Box 687 
Dept, F884 
Boulder, CO 
80306 



Lifetool — wallet-sized piece of surgical steel 
which has over 40 different uses, described in 
the accompanying booklet. Examples range 
from cutting through aircraft skins to open cans. 
Burning lens included. $24.95 plus $1.75 post¬ 
age & handling, 
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QUALITY 

We buW this company on 


this with an unconditional 
man ay back guarani**. A 
business Ilk* cure eunrive* on 
reorders- Quality marchsndU* 
generate* reorders. 


NEW 1 
PARTS 
ANY 
QUAN. 

Complete Lower Assembly 


M16 / AR 15, UZI, FN-FAL 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES F J 

MOST PARTS NEW COLT-NOT REMAKES OR SURPLUS 

All orders are shipped with breakdown & assembly schematics 
All parts are new manufactured to Gl spec's. 

NOT SALVAGED FROM DEMILITARIZED GUNS 


listed is more than 10 days 
away tram any customer in tha U.S.A. 


$325. 


Complete Upper 4 Bolt Carrier Assembly 
w 24", 20" Heavy Match or Std. 
Barrel 

COMPLETE WEAPON KITS 


$350. 




& 


Weapon lets coma jubassambtod with new manufacture G.l. parts, most Coil Upper Receiver. Teardrop Forward Assist, Ejection Cover, Charging Handle. Site and Bolt Carder (speedy Afl-15 or M16) 
assemblies si new Coil end assembled to barrel assembly oi your choice. Barrets are made with I'm}' Iwist tor use with standard 55 grain or new 63 gram ammo. Lower receivers mada horn 7075TB 
MieCoti Forgings featuring new raised mag catch area and gray finish to match Colt Uppers. Lower receivers are assembled with AR-15 or MI6 components (Please Specify). AS tots are classified as 
semi-auto's - No 3. A standard dealer's FF1 is required. These kits come complete less the safety and pistol grip assemblies which are not included. We are very fleicibto as to your specific needs 
Should you wish to delete or add anything we will accommodate to customize the weapon as you desire. 


iWE 
T 
R 
A 
D 

NEW e 
PARTS C 
ANY 
QUAN. 

Complete Lower Assembly 


$180. 


AR15 {Heavy Match Barrel 24' w/Rd. Ass. Hdga.) *479 


AR15 (Std. Barrel 2tT w/Rd. Aas. Hdgs.). 
Aflt5 (Heavy Marat Barrel 2CT w/Rd. Ass. Hdgs) 


Complete XM15 Shorty Kh . *439 

Complete XM15 Shorty (Heavy Barrel). *449 



$160. 


llpptr Hicarvrt - (ong new Mil) 
(Forwird Assist Model) (Colt) 


M16/AR15 Upper Receiver Assembly 

0095 c-’S*- — 






Forwird Assist Ammbiy (Com 
(ong new Mil) fToardrop) 

Election Cover Assembly long new Mil) (Colt) 11.95 
Charging Handle Assembly long new Mil)(Colt) 19 95 
Rear Sight Assembly (Coll) 8 95 



19.95 


& '-- - 

NEW!!' Exctosrvety from Quaky Parts Mama) Rear 
S4a Wtodage Nob. Convert your rear site to die 
new M16AJEI Configuration 
Rear Sight Conversion Krt 9.95 

Complete Rear Site Assembly 1695 


Belt Carrier Assembly 

BOR Carriers! M16A1 w/Forward Assist 66 95 
Aches. Chrome Ined New Coll (not rewetos or remakes) 


Bek Camer - Same as above 
w key Ass Installed 
Ml 6 Bolt Carnet Converse* 
Converts AR15 lo M16 Bolt Carrier 
Extensively Tested 


Bolt Career Key w screws (CoR) 

Bolt Complete-Colt 

Bolt Gas Rings (set ol 3) 

Bolt Cam Pin (Colt) 

EJtdor Assembly (Colt) 

Extractor Assembly (Cod) 
Extractor 
Extractor Pin 
Extractor Spring 
Firing Pm 

Firing Pin Retaining Pin 


1.95 
695 

5.95 


Barrel Assemblies, Muzzle Brakes, Accessories 


New 1 ! M16/AR15 National MATCH Heavy Barrels 
Available in Crowned or Threaded Configurations 
Alleviate Barrel Whip and Inaccuracy in Semi and 
Auto Fira Update Your Gun to New M16-A2 
20" Length *9.95 

24" Length 9995 

AR/M16 Standard Waight 
20 Length 7 <95 

Barrel Assemblies come complete with Sight 
Assembly installed. Barrel Nui and Handguard 
Cap. Precision Machined. 1 in 9 Twisi Sixiaml 
and Groove Headspaced to Gl Spec and Test 
Fired ai lactory Parkerized _ NRA rec twist 


Assault Rifle Hardguards (M16/AR15) 23 95 

Full Length w/heal shields. Handguard 
snaps on No need to remove that 
difficult Front Site with this model 
Cap 5 instructions Like on ntw M16-A2 
Also evil w round cap (Lormtar) 

Delta Ring Black Anodized Aluminum 595 

High Impact Plasbr 2.95 

Co n ptWB Sormg Package 

Trjnten up he action ol wav entm 
weapon. Every spring included 




d cage 
Rash Hider Lock Washer 
Flash Suppressor extended XM177 
(screws on lor shorty look) adds weight 
lo end of barrel reduces muzzle climb 
Muzzle Cap I keeps out dirt & moisture) 
Shoot away Typo 
Buttstock (Trap Door) New Colt 
Buffer Tube (Standard) 

Site Adi. Tool 
Stoe Skng Adapter 
Front Sling Swivel 
Scope Mount (Alim } 

Conversion Pm - A R Lower lo Ml 6 Upper 
Front Site Taper Pin 

Blpode-Sted Conatreetton 


M16/AR15 Combat Muzzle Brake 
Handguard Snap Ring 
40 Handguard Spring Weld 

6 95 Bayonet ¥7 w/Scabbard USA1 Ffc: 

AfliS, Mt6. AflfflO. Gen tissue 
ngt Wen German 

Front Sne w/Post Assembly installed 
4D Front Site Post Assembly 

15.95 Front Site Blade (Post) 

13.95 From Siie Detent 

795 Front She Oelent Spring 

6 95 Gas Tube (CAR) 

2.95 G»s Tube (Standard) 

tA 95 Gas Tube Pm 

3 95 Sling (Hew Padded Nylon) 

95 Slmq M16-Black Web Gov I Issue 
.. a*. Buffer (Standard) New Colt 

785 Buffer Spring (Standard) 


Shorty (CAR-15) Heavy Barret KH 
Shorty (CAR-15) Barrel Kh 
Comptm and ready to Install with 
Barra). Front Slta Installed with 
Post Assembly. Round Assault 
Handguardt. Haadspacad and Tast Fired 
at factory Parkarlzad Raady to screw 
into Receiver Gas Tube. Barrel Nul, 

CAR Suppressor, Aluminum Delta Ring. 
Front Handguard Cap ineludad. 

Shorty Barrel K« (Stainless Steel-Grey) 
Shorty Barrel Kit (Heavy) Stainless Steel 
Shorty (CAR-15) Teteacoptog Slock 
ComptoMyAuembted and Reedy to 
Screw on. loofct and WianiUta the Coft. 


The B l i or l y 


Shorty Look Slipover Flash Suppressor 
(does nai lengthen ltd Darrel) Makes 
your gun look like a CAR15 without 


129 95 
49.95 



f€Wm Forward combat Grtp 

Makes hp shoobng a natural. 


Barrel Vila Jaw Blocks (Lonaater) 

(For Installing barrels, raar slta 
sitambly. removing front ills a 
must) Will not mar finish ol gun 
(as sdvartisad with instructions) 
M16/AR15 Armorers Barret Wrench 
(Barralnul. Flash Hider ate). A mutt lor 
Barrel Changts 

Cleaning M - Bora 4 Chsmbtr Brushas. 
T-Handla. 4 Ptac* Rod & Swab. Olrva 
Drab Clear Brush - Govt Issue n 
Wrap Wilt hi r Butt 
G.l- Techncal Service Manual 
S^bt Adiustment Toot 


The Armory 

19.95 


New Dual SiOtDeaign 
ww accept Hoew A 


Barrel Vita Jaw Blocks 



MISC. 


Lower Rocoivor Assembly 


Lower Receiver XM15 (FFL required) Gray 79.95 

(no Offset Pin requred) (CoR Foratng) 

Lower Receiver complete and assembled 11595 
with AR15 or M16 parts (specify) (FFL) 


Latest Style Lowers wtti 
Rased Mag Catch. 
Mads tram Coil M16 
Forpnga 7D75 T6 Air¬ 
craft Quality Aluminum - 
Gray not Stock Finish 


era NEW 
f® PARTS 


UZI Magazine 

25 round 

Blank Firing Adapter - 

Govt Issue new 495 
M60 Skng - extra wide 
will hi M16 9.95 

UZI Mag Loader 19.95 

UZI Sde Tool 22.95 

UZI Mag Ckp Holder 3.95 

MI61A-I Nylon Cleaning 
KttCaao- 

Velcro 2JS 

Side Skng Adapter 

ARW16 6.95 

FN Armorers Kit 138.95 
Min) MBayoLugs 

Blue 7.95 

Starless 10.95 
45 Mags 5J5 


FN Hsneotd Scop* 4i 417.00 
FN Scope Mount 247.00 


Itams In Hairy Ziploc Bag will fit in 
Stowaway Grip Extractor & 2 Springs. 
Extractor Ptv« Pin. Firing Pin Cam Pin 2 FP 
Rst Sprinq Packaqe I 'Coih 


Pistol Grip 

Pistol Grip Screw & Washer 
Pivol Pin (From) 

Safety Selector (M16/AR15 Specify) (CoR) 
Safety Oeteni 
Safety Oeteni Spring 
Take Oown Pin {Rear) 

Take Down Pm or Pivot Pin Detent 
and Spring 

Tugger (M16/AR15 Specify) (Colt) 

Trigger Spring 

Trigger Guard Assembly 


U1*TOOOte.QlOQlT 


M16KIT 

COLT 

Super Special 

$ 21 “ 


Usea 30td Megs Good Condhicn 


FN-FAL 

S ^149.95 

L 

E ^ r* 

BIPODS!!! 


UZI Barret Shroud* 


UZI SMG BoR fully 
Machined. No 
jtorouiCas tings 
IN STOCK' 


Q ("CZQ 

adapting AR15 
Lower toMffi 
upper 3.95 


~ r EHs 


FN-FAL 7*2 NATO MAGAZINES-*EYJ 

Genuine FAL-na convert! Special 1195 
UsedExceaereCcndnon 995 

FN Drill Instructors Manual-Restricted into on agilrty 
and Combat exerases, many aspects not covered in 
owner s manual, an excellent addition 9 95 

FN Mag Loader t4 95 

Extractor Assembly (22.28,23A,23B) (LAR) 33 80 
Breech Bkx* (21) (LAR) 149 95 

Gas Stock (IB) (LAR) 119 95 

BIPODS'" We are accepting orders. 30 day dekvery 
limiied Quantifies 199 95 

Bayonet w/scabbato 49 95 


Flash Htoer-Grenade Uuncher 

(For Semi Auto) (1H) B5 95 

FN-FAL Barrels (1A) 149 95 

Tubular Bayonets 45.00 

Change Lever Ass (46-A,D.G.E.F) (LAR) 45.00 
Piston (12) (UR) 34.95 

Sear (39) (UR) 24.95 

Trigger (36) (UR) 24 95 

Pm Prvot Bun (73) (LAR) 29 95 

Hammer (31) (UR) 34 95 

Safely Sear (71 A) (UR) 49.95 

We carry the complete kne of fn parts and acces¬ 
sories SASE for list or call lor pricing and COO dekv- 



UZI 


"BARRELS’* 

^ (Fit semi or Full Auto) 

10” w/Mac coupling 
10" 380 

10" Stainless Steel (black) 
16" 

UZI Magazine - New “40rd“ 


UZI Open Boll (SMG) 

UZI Extractor (wide Lip SMG) 
UZI Aulo Recoil Spring iSMG) 



NEW!!! ForwinJ Combat Gnp 1905 

UZ110* Shroud (Akxn) Btock Anodued 1995 


Oders shipped promptly via UPS or Fes* Class Mail AH orders mug t* either accompanied with Cash, Money 
Oder cr Cashes Check or wfl be sh^»ed UPS COO (COO to Continentel US Only). Write or Phone in enters. 

Ad part* at* guanntsed to your tad station or your money win be quiddy refunded. No FFL required 
except for XM15 Lower Receivers. Personal checks held 20 days to dear. 

/ A00 S3.DO FOR SHIPPING 4 HANDLING PER ORDER 

NO MINIMUM ORDER QUANTITY REQUIRED .© 

PLEASE PAY IN U.S. CURRENCY 

ORDER 24 HRS. T DAYS 

& 207-775-1744 \v 

er Qualify Parts Company 4 

— P. O. Box 6659 • Wocxtforde / Portland, ME 04101 

Inquiries: 803 Forest Ave., Portland, Me. 04103 


SEPTEMBER 84 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 91 































































































SURVIVAL BOOKS 


WEAPONS MANUALS 


Comprehensive. mutinied manuals providing the following data disassimWy and reassembly, 
malntanance and cleaning, operation, and description and toehniul data. 

Colt <5 Auto Pistol military manuals 98 pages, drawings and phoios S7 75 

Hatlock's 45 Auto Handbook history operation takedown? maintenance 
modifications, accurizlng 13 75 1 

Know Your 45 Auto Pistols, lor the collector, history, models, serial'numbers, 
proof marks, as well as (unction and held stripping data 7 50 

Ml, MfAt M2 and M3 30 Cal Carbine 9 50 


AIMS. M-16. M16AI 
Mt. MIC. MID Garand 
M-14 Ride 
FN PAL 762 
UZI 9mm Submachine Gun 
Browning Hi Power 
Ingram MAC-10 
Waflher P-38 
AK-47 Assault Rifle 
lugtf P-0« 


11.00 
9 50 
7 75 
10.75 
650 
775 
550 

7 75 

8 75 
600 


Auger Carbine Cookbook, Mim-14 
and 10/32 Operational Manual 
4 Accessory Guide 
Mim-14 Exotic Weapons System, 
Selective fire, Silencer, and More 
AR-7 Exotic Weapons System. 

Selective Fire. Silencer, and More 
G3 (Selective Fire HK9I) 

HK33 (Selective Fire HK93) 


SEMI a ^ FULLY 


FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 

Practical methods to convert your semt-iuto weapon to full auto or selective Ore should the nped ariit 


Full Auto Volume 1 Afi-15 

$5,95 

Volume 2 UZI 

5 95 

Volume 3 MAC-10 

5 95 

Volume 4 Semi Auto Thompson 

5 95 

Volume 5 Ml Carbine to M3 

5 95 

Full Auto Modification Manual. HK91. HK93. 


MAC-10, MAC-11. Afl-15. Mim-14. Ml Cartune 

10.00 

Home Workshop Guns Vol 1 Corsiructmg the Submachine Gun 

13 00 

Automatic Firearms Design Book Vol 2 Conversion ot Coll 45 Pistol. 


HK91 HK93. Winchester '64. Winchester 490. plus orig projects 

14.00 

AR-7 Exotic Weapons 

14.00 

Submachine Gun Designers Handbook 

1195 

Improvised Weapons of the American Underground 

850 

MAC-10 45 ACP Submachine Gun Receiver Plans 

400 

SURVIVAL BOOKS • (213) 763-0804 

111DE Miqnnlj Slid., Nn. Harwood, CA 91601, 

Ann.-Nancy 

frcii inject It chin:a. O'defs :ari mtt norar aide? or credit card 

* in! imnaAaftply, pintral chatf grdin MU 4 

Catalog S2.00. 


BUGGED? 

The POCKET BUG DETECTOR 
silently alerts you to the pres¬ 
ence of any clandestine RF 
transmitter bug. Smaller than 
a cigarette pack. Manufacturer 
direct, $295. 



Also, hundreds of privacy protection, 
crime detection and personal defense 
devices are featur¬ 
ed in our latest 
catalog - available 
for $10 refundable 
against any future 
purchases. Please 
include payment 
with order. 

LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
ASSOCIATES 

HARMON MEADOWS, 700 PLAZA DRIVE 
SECAUCUS, NEW JERSEY 07094 
(201) 751-0001 TELEX: 642073 LEA 




honor graduate of the team was rewarded 
with a Gerber combat knife with “Recondo 
Honor Graduate” engraved on the blade. 
The first man to receive this honor was SGT 
Irving K. Herrman ofD Troop, 4th Cavalry, 
25th Infantry on 1 October 1966. Another 
first came on 11 May 1968, when SGT 
Harwell P. Quillan, Jr. became the first 
U.S. Air Force Recondo graduate. 

The MACV Recondo School proved 
Westmoreland’s vision. In 1968 the Com¬ 
bat Orientation Course was instituted to 
train 5th Special Forces personnel. Located 
on the Recondo compound, it acclimated 
newly-arrived 5th Group soldiers to the cur¬ 
rent situation in Southeast Asia by sharing 
much of the Recondo-student platform in¬ 
struction. These Special Forces veterans 
were either on their first tour in-country or 
had been outside of the mainstream of SF 
activities for several years. Instead of a gra¬ 
duation patrol at the end of their course, 
they were dispatched to A-502, an SF camp 
15 miles outside of Nha Trang to work with 
indigenous units in the field. 

In December 1970, the MACV Recondo 
School closed down, ending four years of 
continual, intensive, lifesaving training. 
Shortly afterward, C Company of the 75th 
Rangers moved into the compound, using it 
as a base for LRRP operations. The school 
left its mark, however. Its legacy lives on in 
a majority of Army posts across the United 
States. Each year, in Army schools, new 
generations of fighting men learn Recon¬ 
do’s battle-tempered lessons: Survival is the 
gift of Recondo School.^ 


Hard-to-Find Books on Locks! 


THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO LOCK PICKING 
by Eddie The Wire 

The single best 
book on lock pick¬ 
ing ever written! 
Over 5 years of 
research went into 
its preparation. In¬ 
cludes: • Basic 
principles and gen¬ 
eral rules • Mount¬ 
ing practice locks* 
Warded iocks • Pin 
tumbler locks • 
Disc tumbler locks 
• Wafer tumbler 
locks • Lever tumbler locks • How to beat 
tamper-proof locks • Other methods for 
bypassing lock mechanisms • And much 
more! The Complete Guide to Lock 
Picking is a detailed, illustrated instruc¬ 
tion manual for picking all types of locks! 
514 x 8% 80 pp, 60 illos, soft cover. $7.95. 



HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR OWN 
PROFESSIONAL 
LOCK TOOLS 


HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN 
PROFESSIONAL LOCK TOOLS 
Three Volume Set 
by Eddie The Wire 

Make your own 
lock tools — better 
and cheaper than 
commercial tools! 
AH made from 
easy-to-get materi¬ 
als, no questions 
asked! Vol 1 Lifter 
picks, snake picks, 
diamond picks, 
plug spinners, and 
more! Vol 2 Ten¬ 
sion wrenches, 
mass production 



techniques, carrying cases, and more! Vol 
3: Pick guns, simulators, tools for tubular 
locks, and more! 

Vol 1: 5V& x 8 V?, 31 pp. 24 illos, soft cover: $5.95 
Vol 2: 5V$ x 8 ’/j, 50 pp, 24 illos, soft cover: $5.95 
Vol 3: 5 */2 x 8’/*, 44 pp, 28 illos, soft cover: $5.95 
SPECIAL: All 3 volumes tor only $15.00ttl 

books checked below: 

□ The Complete Guide to Lock Pick- Name--——.-P 

ing ($7 95) Address_ - - — -5 

Own Profes- 


□ How to Make Your Own Profes¬ 
sional Lock Tools: □ #1 ($5.95) □ #2 City/State/Zip- 

($5.95) □ #3 ($5.95) □ All 3 ($15.00) LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 
$2.00 postage & handling, PO Box 1197, P. Town send, WA 98368 
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IF YOU WANT TO PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE, YOU NEED 
THE BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE NOW. YOU NEED 
SURVIVE MAGAZINE! 


HERE ARE THE FACTS — Each month SURVIVE provides our 
readers with the latest on: 

... Nuclear survival techniques and strategies 
... Guntests and evaluation reports 
... New trends relating to survival gear 
... Money-saving how-to articles 
... And much, much more 


It’s as simple as that! Don’t be left out in the cold — become a regular 
SURVIVE reader! 


Special half-price offer: for a limited time you can subscribe to 
SURVIVE and save 50% off the single-copy price, 

1 year (12 issues) only $15 with your paid subscription 

2 years (24 issues) only $30 with your paid subscription 


LOWEST PRICES AVAILABLE — Subscribe to SURVIVE today 
and take advantage of this special offer! You can’t afford not to!! 





























SOF CONVENTION 1984 



19-23 September 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE will hold its fifth annual conven¬ 
tion at the Sahara Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas, Nev., 
19-23 September 1984. The headquarters hotel has 800 
rooms available at S43.0G per single or double occupancy. 
The Sahara reservation line is (800) 634-6666. One- 


hundred additional rooms are available at the El Rancho 
Hotel at $40.00 per single or double occupancy. Phone 
(702) 739-2222, You must identify yourself as an SOF 
Conventioneer. The entire Sahara Hotel has been re¬ 
served for this convention, but you must register early. 


CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


Three Gun International Combat Match.19-21 September 

Rappelling Course...19-20 September 

Seminars by Noted Experts and Authors. .20-22 September 

SOF Arms Show ’84.21-23 September 

Operation Headhunter ..20-21 September 

Firepower Demonstration.22 September 

Awards Ceremony. 22 September 

Convention Banquet .. 22 September 


THREE GUN MATCH: The world-famous Three Gun 
International Combat Shooting Match will be held at the 
Desert Sportsman Rifle and Pistol Club 19-21 September. 
Entrance is by invitation only and competitors must write 
for an application. Send SASE to David Arnold, 130 Duff 
Dr., Grafton, VA 23692. This year 150 shooters will com¬ 
pete for more than $50,000 in cash and prizes. First prize 
is $10,000. All shooters wishing to bring a guest to the 
range must purchase a range guest pass for $35. Range 
guest passes will also allow the guest free access to the 
banquet Saturday night. Transportation to the range will 
be provided for all shooters and guests. Shooters must 
register at the Sahara Space Center lobby between 1200 
and 1900 hrs. Tuesday, 18 September. Shooter registra¬ 
tion fee is $200. 


CONVENTIONEERS: Preregistration fee is $100. This 
provides free admission to ail activities with the exception 
of optional activities and events and includes one banquet 
ticket. All convention activities, with the exception of the 
SOF Arms Show, are dosed to the public. Preregistration 
forms must be postmarked Nl.T 31 August 1984. You may 
pick up your convention schedule and badge anytime 
between 1200 lus., 18 September and M00 hrs., 22 
September at the Sahara Space Center lobby. Requests 
for refunds must also be postmarked NLT 31 August 1984. 

All conventioneers must preregister. 

OPERATION HEADHUNTER: Off your ass and on your 
feet! This year the Groat Plains Shooting Association. Inc. 
will host the first annual "Operation Headhunter/' The 
Headhunter is a military obstacle course covering approx¬ 
imately five miles of rough desert terrain. It may include 
running, climbing, rappelling, load carrying and the use of 
map. compass and knife. Only 70conventioneers can com¬ 
pile. This is strictly for profession a Is; the arm-chair com¬ 
mandos need iiol apply. For information send a large SASE 
to: ALECTO Group, P.O. Box 253, Elkhorn, NE 68022, 

. ■ ■ ‘ ■ r ■ .. 

Write SOF CONVENTION ’84, P.O.Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

* 



















Crawl the Walls 
at SOF’s Convention 
Rappelling Seminar 

SOF*s professional wall-crawler, Fritz Borchardt, will be leaping 
and bounding through two exciting rappelling seminars during the 
convention. On Sept. 19 and 20 Fred will demonstrate standard and 
highly-innovated methods of descent and rough-terrain negotiation 
via rope rappel. 

Due to high interest in this unique course of instruction, we must 
limit participation in each seminar to 
only 30 people. That means pre¬ 
registration which can be accom- J r 

plished by writing now for in- 
formation and to get your 
name on the list. If you're the ^ 

kind of person who digs the / f 

bite of a tight Swi$s-seat and 

the thrill of bounding your ± I 

way down an incline at full- j Jf * \ 1 

tilt, you need to attend the 
SOF Convention rappelling 
seminars. 

Do it now. Send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to 
Fritz Borchardt, P.O. Box 548, 

Nederland, CO 80466. 











& 

Introducing 

2 NEW FINDS 

Real Collectors Items" 

.. .as British as gin and tonic.. .as 
oriental as the carvings that decorate 
the sheath and handle. No colonial 
gentleman would have walked the 
streets of Singapore or Mandalay 
without his sword canel The crafts¬ 
men who made these are about all gone. 


1} Officers' Sword Canes 
in rare Burmese marine 
teakwood beautifully grain¬ 
ed with solid brass eagle 
head and high-grade bright¬ 
ly-polished stainless steel 
blade, simple twist posi¬ 
tive catch (Krupp-West Ger¬ 
man) ..... $48.60 


2) In similar teakwood with curved handle 
and intricately etched stainless steel blade. 
“Honi Soil Qui Mai y Pense" and animai ‘ 
figures, made to commemorate Lord Mount- 
batten . $117.50 

(We bought all there were of these teakwood 
canes.) 


3) Straight cane in carved shisham wood 
with horn inlay on handle, mild steel, ex¬ 
clusively brightly plated lor us. a great buy 
while they last. Planters’ Type $24.95 




SHAWNEE CHEMCO, Dept. PYW-84 
5815 Dearborn-Mission, Kansas 66202 

Ship as tallows ;[m pay shipping & insur¬ 
ance costs.) 

| ) #1. Brass Eagle teak Oiticer Cane 

( ) #2. Mountbatten Commemorative 

( ) #3. Planters'Type 

Send check or money order or charge VISA 

or MasterCard. For charge ordersyou may 

phone us toll free: 1-800*821-5157, 

NAME 

ADDRESS--- 

CITY---—- 


l 

5 STATE. 

I..— 


.ZIP. 


FLAK 

Continued from page 8 


P AYING 
DUES... 

Sirs: 

The following is for your informa¬ 
tion and also an expression of 
thanks for the excellent journalistic 
work on the hierarchy of the Viet¬ 
nam Veterans Association. Bliss’ in¬ 
vestigative piece (see SOF, May ’84, 
“Bobby Muller’s Vietnam Veterans 
of America”) was a confirmation of 
suspicions long harbored. 

There is no greater treachery than 
those who use the pain and suffering 
of others (and themselves) to pro¬ 
mote and build a power base for 
themselves, without regard for the 
feelings of those they propose to 
represent 

Proud to have worked for you in 
the past — hope to do the same in 
the future. 

John Park 
Elkton, Tennessee 

Mr. Park wrote “Package to Kon- 
tum,” SOF July ’ 82,. Below is the 
letter Park sent to his local WA 
chapter. —The Eds. 

Chapter 74, WA: 

Sorry the enclosed dues payment 
is a little late — it slipped my mind 
(what’s left of it) when I was recently 
up to my ass in alligators. Don’t 
guess any of us will ever be in a 
position in which we’re not expected 
to pay our dues. 

With this small payment, I would 
like to make a request. First, please 
deduct the local dues from the 
amount for local 74. Secondly, 
please hold — at least temporarily 
— any payment to the national 
chapter. That portion I wish to be 
held in our treasury. 

I fully intend to continue the work 
and efforts we began not so long 
ago — and the efforts l have been 
privately working on outside the 
chapter. But a hell of a lot of ques¬ 
tions are going to have to be 
answered by Mr. Bobby Muller and 
the Washington squad. 

(Reference: May ’84 issue Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, “Bobby Mul¬ 
ler’s Vietnam Veterans of America” 
by Tony Bliss, Jr.) 

Before I can in good conscience 
put one penny into WA National, I 
not only ask, I demand, a personal 
explanation from Muller and his staff 
to allegations made in this article. 
Don’t misunderstand my intentions 
— on the basis of this one article, I 
neither condemn nor condone any¬ 
thing. I just want answers on certain 
specific points. 


W.W. #2 COLLECTORS 
& FLYBOYS 



Over 40,000 
Items in 
stock & 

- WE PAY 
POSTAGE - 


#1. For the back of YOUR jacket... Flying Tigers Blood Chit Patch, 
rxir Silk Original => $165.00 OR gooc reproduction* = $20.00 
(*your choice of Amencan or Chinese flag). 

#2. U.S. Senior pilot wtngs, 3” = $7.00 OR we have a few Chinese 
pilot wings with enamel center = $15.00. 

#3. W.W. #2 Style U.S. Officer's Cap (new from original U.S. maker), 
tan with brown leather visor, chin strap and U.S. Eagle pin. State size 
S, M, or Lg. #$47.00. 

#4. U.S. Pilot's Pants Belt, canvas with wing and prop emblem on 
buckle # $10.00. 

#5. Aviator Sunglasses (large old W.W. #2 style with sweat bar and 
belt case), new mfg. with safety-glass lens #$13.00. 

#6. Japanese Kamikazie Cotton Head Band (replica) = $6.00. 

#7. W.W. #2 Service Men's Personal I.D. Bracelet sitver plate, very 
popular in W.W. #2= $10.00. 


Our 224 page fully illustrated catalog = 

$3.00 postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

W.W. 2 LTD 

Box 2063-F • St. Louis MO 63158 


PRimCY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER... 

Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Receive Confidential Mall — Safely 

■ Stay out of Government Files 

■ How to Eliminate Negative Records 

■ Begin Creating Helpful New Records 

■ Hiding Your Assets 

■ Banking Alternatives 

■ Privacy from Taxes 

■ “Low Profile” Ssciels 

■ Hideouts; Deep Cover 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Using other 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY ^ 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY! ONLY $14. 9 ppd. 

EDEN PRESS * 11623 Slater "C” 
Box 8410-AP • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


5 YES! Send me PRIVACY. £ 

g Enclosed is 14.95 □ check □ money order. d 

g (Calif. residents please add 6% sales tax.) n 

B □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE h 

■Name-J 

B Address_____O 

® City -|J 

B State___Zip-g 
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• Did Muller, in the name of WA, 
donate funds from the Samuel 
Rubin Foundation grant and the 
Christopher Reynolds Foundation 
grant to Bach Mai Hospital, in com¬ 
munist Vietnam? 

• Did Muller, in the name of WA, 
accept a $500 donation from Jane 
Fonda? 

• Did WA expenditures exceed an 
income of more than one million 
dollars (up to spring ’82) and what 
have WA members been shown in 
areas of service and accountability in 
the expenditure of these funds? 

• Is the quotation from The 
Wounded Generation attributed to 
you correct: “The activists in the 
Vietnam veteran community who re¬ 
late to veterans issues and forums 
and symposiums are, by and large, 
clearly left-wing, anti-draft, anti¬ 
military, angry guys.”? 

• In the Village Voice , did you say 
of the POWs, “Of course, they’re 
dead. The MIA issue has been ex¬ 
ploited for political propaganda pur¬ 
poses by this administration and by 
various advocacy groups”? 

I have met persons through our 
local WA chapter that will remain 
close friends forever — for that, I am 
thankful. But, Mr. Muller, if the 
answer to any of these allegations is 
in the affirmative, and if these state¬ 
ments of position are an indicator of 
the direction you intend to lead WA 
as a whole, then in my opinion you 
have betrayed the veterans of Viet¬ 
nam in a manner approaching atroc¬ 
ity. If you cannot provide a viable 
explanation to me and my fellow 
members — my brothers — I will 
personally do everything in my pow¬ 
er as a writer and a journalist to see 
your betrayal is brought to light and 
receives proper judgement from 
those who served with pride and 
dignity. You see, Mr. Muller, for a 
lot of us, if we can’t hang on to our 
pride and dignity during that period 
of war in our past, then what do we 
have to show for the pain and suf¬ 
fering? 

John Park 


P RESS 

COMPLAINT... 

Sirs: 

My wife and I recently returned 
from three years in Costa Rica, and 
from what we’ve seen, most of the 
U.S. press must get news releases 
from the KGB. They ignore the mas¬ 
sive communist military buildup and 
subversion going on in Central 
America. 

Congratulations for printing the 
free world’s side — our side of the 
story. 

Herbert Savage 
El Paso, Texas 


THE FAMOUS 
BUCK KNIFE 



(Model 110) w/Leather Case 

$24.95 ea. 


BUTTERFLY KNIFE 


Finest Quality 
$29.95 ea 



BOOT KNIFE 

4 


All 440C Steel Hand Forged 
and Finished • Excellent Quality 
$28.50 ea. 


DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Send Check or Money Order Plus 
$3.00 Handling Charge to: 

PERSONAL SECURITY & ARMAMENT 

(A Division of Roman Sales) 
Baccara Drive • New Fairfield, CT 06812 
or Call TOLL FREE 1-800-243-1053 
[in CT (203) 746-6536) 

For VISA and MasterCard Orders or C.O.D. 


This Knife May 
Save Your life! 


IIFEKNIFE 

A COMPLETE 
SURVIVAL 
KIT 



Watertight 
hoUow handle 
contains the four 
essentials for survival: 
a 20" wire saw for shelter 
building; matches for fire 
making; hooks, line, needles 
and snare wire for food gathering, 
and is sealed by a liquid-filled 
luminous compass for direction 
finding. OR ado what you want! 6" 
stainless steel blade (RH57); 4Va" 
aluminum alloy handle; weighs nine 
oz.; with leather sheath. 

Commando Model.$49.95 

Send $39.95 plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling 

LIFEKNHTC, INC. 

Box 771, Dept. SF9 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Calif, res. add 6Vi% 
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For Sale: 

EXCLUSIVE EDITION 

EL SALVADORAN 
JUMP WINGS 

Only 200 Matched and Numbered Sets 



In April 1983, Soldier of Fortune Magazine was contracted by Col. Juan Rafael Bustillo, 
El Salvador Air Force Commander, to produce 2,000 jump-qualification insignias for the 
Salvadoran Airborne Battalion (Batallon Aerotransportado), which belongs to the 
Salvadoran Air Force. These “wings” are numbered 0001 through 1500 in silver color for 
enlisted personnel and 0001 through 0500 in gold for officers. Soldier of Fortune is 
authorized to retain and sell 200 MATCHED and NUMBERED sets. Each set consists of 
one silver- and one gold-colored heavy brass parachutist’s insignias. These will be 
numbered 0001-0200. The remainder have been issued to the El Salvadoran Parachute 
Battalion. The price is $79.00 per set which includes one new 1983 issue Batallon 
Aerotransportado slioulder-sleeve insignia and a letter of authorization from Col. Bustillo, 
on Salvadoran Air Force stationery, containing the matching numbers of your “wings.” 
Additional shoulder-sleeve insignia are available at $4.95 each. Remember, this is an 
exclusive contract and we have only 200 matched sets, so order now! 


Make Checks Payable To: 

SOF EXCHANGE, 


P.O. BOX 687, Dept. SF-2, 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


Find enclosed $__ for_matched 

numbered sets of El Salvador Jump Wings at $79.00 
per set. 

I am also enclosing $_for_additional 

El Salvadoran Batialon Aerotransportado 
shoulder-sleeve insignia at $4.95 each. 
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1984 SOF ARMS SHOW 



21-23 SEPTEMBER 

A SAMARA^ 

Hotel and Casino 



The fifth annual Soldier of Fortune Arms Show will be the 
largest dealer and retailer modern arms show on the west 
coast. Dealers and retailers of top-quality contemporary para¬ 
military and police armament and equipment, communica¬ 


tions gear, security systems, custom-made knives, parachute 
products, books, surplus and militaria will occupy 130 booths 
and 170 tables, for exhibition and sales, in the beautiful 
Sahara Hotel and Casino Space Center. 


1983 SOF ARMS SHOW DEMOGRAPHY 


# ARMS and ACCESSORIES: 63 dealers and retailers, 
including Choate, HK, Beretta, Bianchi, A.R.M.3., Ruger, 
Sterling, L.L. Baston, Springfield, Detonics, Rogers, 
Leatherwood, Arminex, Omni and Spyderco. 

# SWAT—Military, Parachute, Rescue Clothing and 
Equipment: 33 dealers and retailers, including Silent 
Partner, Federal Ordnance, Cadre and Lancer. 

# CUSTOM KNIVES: 14 dealers and retailers, including 

DON'T WAIT! The 1983 show was a sell-out, so make 
your 1984 room and space reservations early. Room 
rates at the Sahara are $43.00 per double. Phone 


A1 Mar, Bagwell, Cam III, Cold Steel, Collins, Wells Creek, 
Nordic, Terzuola, Timberline and Daniel Valois. 

• INSIGNIA, MILITARIA and BOOKS: 27 dealers and 
retailers, including SOF Exchange, Paladin Press, K&S, 
Eagle and International. 

• COMMUNICATIONS, SECURITY and NIGHT- 
VISION EQUIPMENT: 8 dealers and retailers, includ¬ 
ing AN/COM, Critical, Laser, Northwest and Silence. 

1(800)634-6666 and identify yourself as a Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine Convention Exhibitor. The exhibi¬ 
tion space reservation form is below. 


SPACE RESERVATION FORM 


Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ARMS SHOW— P.O. Box 693 — Boulder, CO 80306 


I wish to reserve_8x10 ft. Booths at $200.00 each. 

I wish to reserve_6 ft. Tables at $75.00 each. 


$__ enclosed. 

$_enclosed. 


NAME 


PHONE( ) 


COMPANY_ 

ADDRESS____ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP 


I understand that I am responsible for the exhibit area in my name and 
do not hold SOF Convention, Inc. responsible for my property. I also 
agree to abide by all federal and state firearms laws and the rules set 
by SOF Convention, Inc. I also understand that two badges will be 


issued per table and four per booth. One additional badge will be 
issued per each additional table and two per each additional booth. 
All booth exhibitors will receive an exhibitors brochure listing prices 
for electricity, shipping, etc. 


SIGNATURE: 


I will sell ( ); I will display only { ). Type of items to be exhibited: 


For Further Information Call (919) 392-2961 

Closing date for reservations is 1 September 1984. No refunds will be given after 1 September 1984. 
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"Barrett Light Fifty" Model 82 


EJarretpFireWrri94ias begun 
neV^'Bdrrett Light Fifty.’’ this 
recoiling semi-automatic rifle is 
undisputed heavyweight champion, the 
.50 caliber Browning machine gun cartridge. 


With a length 0163", weight'd 35 lbs. 
and 12 round box magazine, it is the most 
incredible shoulder-fired weapon made. 


Send $3.00 for additional information 
Barrett Firearms Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
312’ S. Church St. • Murfreesboro. TN 37130 < 


11 


TH 

EDITION 

CATALOG 


BIGGEST EVER 

NEW FROM 
NUMRICH ARMS 

THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST 
SUPPLIER 
OF GUN PARTS 



u.s. 

Send 

$4-95 

today 


NEW - up to date - ISSUE 
LISTS & PRICES the 200 million 
items we stock. GUN PARTS 
FLINTLOCK to MODERN - U.S. - 
Foreign - Commercial - 
Military - MACHINE GUNS 

1000 *s of Illustrations 
Helpful Schematics 

OVER 425 pgs. 

Used by Gunsmiths, 
Shooters, Collectors, 
Militaries the world over. 

Surface Foreign $5.95 
Airmail Foreign $12.00 U.S. Funds 


** AY 




NUMRICH ARMS CORPORATION 

P.O. BOX SF-9, W. HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 PHONE (914) 679-2417 TELEX 145-331 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE ■ DOWN BLOWDUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 


IMMED. 

DEL. 


1 Selling for $50.00 


I In Europe 


|U.S. Price$24.98 

_a 0 ^K 1 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 


Broadheads 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 














OO' 




> V 




ideal 

xr GIFT 

You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 

3 W Blowgun 

4W Blowgun 
Blowgun 

Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 

All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying case 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Darts 

FREE 40-page 
Catalog 
with order 


Exotic Sports presents the NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun 
combined. Super Speed! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for 
hunters, backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 200 ft. Can pierce V?" wood. NOT A TOY. dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use long’ darts for 
large animals. Police use ‘very short* darts for dog control (just skin pricks). 
Complete with 125 dart kit. $24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, 
get 500 darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129F 

Fayette No. 65248 

VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.S C.O.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 


,1-800-248-5128or 1-800-227-1617 ext. 601 


NEW SAFETY 
MOUTHPIECE 


60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 


T HE SOLDIER’S 
FRIEND... 

Sirs: 

As a former Marine, and presently 
a member of the Army National 
Guard, I highly recommend your 
magazine as the best objective look 
at the conflicts and crises developing 
in the world today. I am especially 
pleased to see you portray the grunt 
in a positive light, rather than the 
way so many liberal papers do, as a 
“dopehead,” or “psycho.” 

No one wants world peace more 
than I, but the best deterrents to war 
are well-trained, well-equipped and 
ready to fight Armed Forces. I hope 
to see the United States abandon 
the policy of appeasement and learn 
to stand on the principles that made 
our nation great, and serve as a 
symbol of freedom to the rest of the 
world. 

Great coverage of the situations in 
Central America, keep it coming! 

Please pass along the enclosed 
check to Refugee Relief Internation¬ 
al, Inc. 

Jim Bennett 
Mattawa, Wash. 


O RDERING 
MRES... 

Sirs: 

Referring to your June article on 
“Space Age Rations,” I liked the 
MRE rations so much that I started 
manufacturing them in my home! 

I have tried for six months to get 
the two big packagers who make 
them for the military to make some 
for me and other civilians. But their 
minimum orders were 10,000 and 
40,000 cases. So, I got the compo¬ 
nents together from 15-20 suppliers 
and sealed my own “MRE” bags, 
exactly the same as the originals, 
down to the “alligator-proof’ carton. 

I’ve gotten so much demand from 
police organizations, civil defense 
groups, forest rangers, sea cadets, 
boy scouts and adventurers that I 
can almost stop making them and 
make the minimum order. I’d be 
glad to combine my order with that 
of other groups so we can make 
20,000 cases together and get very 
low prices. 

Please print my letter so that any 
group or individual interested in 
small or large orders can participate 
in a group purchase. 

David Lee Ferrell 
P.O. Box 1438 
Largo, FL 34294 ^ 
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Combat Survival 


If the challenge came, would you be ready? 

Would you be up to 
training with veteran 
instructors of Britain's elite 
Airborne Ranger unit, the 
Special Air Service regiment, 
and the world famous 
American S.F. Green Berets? 



Could you equip yourself to survive in 
hostile climates or unfamiliar environments? If 
you feel you match up, whether soldier or 
sportsman/woman and would like to fly to 
Britain for a totally unique vacation/training 
course, call toll free: 


(800) 632 2302 (H y State) 
or write: (800)645 7462 

O'Shea Tours Ltd 
195 Broadway 
Hicksville, MY 11801 
Agent for Scorpion Travel of QB 



BALI-SONG A 


KNIVES 


AS 

LOW 

AS 

$2.25 



Send $2.00 
for Catalog 
on Knives and 
receive a free 
brochure on BALI- 
SONG Opening & 
Knife Fighting Tech¬ 
niques in Super 8mm 
Color Film. VHS & Beta. 
Send to: 


WORLD BALI- 
SONG SOCIETY 

1428 S. Gaffey Street 
San Pedro, CA. 90731 



Leaders communicate. Followers listen. 
They’ll hear you if you speak their lan¬ 


guage. 

Teach yourself a foreign language the 
easy way. The way U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment personnel do, using audio cassette 
speed learning. 

ORDER RIGHT NOW! 


Learn Spanish 
or other 
available 
Language. 
Each just... 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


rTO: AN/COM, INC. P.0. BOX 530 1 
j NO. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91603, 

! (818) 769-5518 

| My check □ M.O. □ for $_is | 

| enclosed. Rush course(s) marked. 

| □ Spanish □ Other_ | 

I NAME_ j 

| ADDRESS_ J 

J CITY_STATE_ZIP__ J 

! Acct. No_jj 

J Expiration Date._ J 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 15 


M ugabe 

messes UP... 

The promise of stability from 
Zimbabwe’s Marxist ruler, Robert 
Mugabe, has done nothing to ease 
the fears of blacks and whites alike. 
They fear the possibility of a 
massacre — and Mugabe has given 
no indication that he can prevent 
one. 

In late 1982 the 5th Brigade, 
made up of soldiers from the Shona 
tribe (Mugabe’s supporters), was 
sent to Matebeleland to bring 
followers of opposition leader 
Joshua Nkomo under control. 
Charges of brutality and murder 
were leveled against the 5th Brigade, 
and reliable sources place the 
number of dead at around 700. 

Increased acts of sabotage have 
forced the Zimbabwe government to 
declare another curfew. Unable to 
keep Matebeleland under his thumb, 
Mugabe has again sent in the 5th 
Brigade. In a press release, Mugabe 
stated that the 5th is now better 
trained and under tighter discipline. 
However, reports of massacres 
continue to filter out of Zimbabwe, 
and Mugabe has invited the foreign 
press into Matebeleland in an 
attempt to quell rumors of atrocities. 
They have reported that the army is 
indeed murderous and that the 
people do not support Mugabe. 

The Zimbabwe Embassy in 
! Washington states. “South African 
infiltrators in Zimbabwe Army 
uniforms are really responsible for 
the unrest and atrocities.” The 
embassy also claims that Nkomo’s 
“bandits” are forcing the people to 
“deny their allegiance to the 
government.” Despite official claims 
to the contrary, it is clear that 
Mugabe is incapable of ensuring the 
safety of his own people. 


T racking 

DESERTERS... 

Claiming to be conducting an 
unbiased study of desertion and 
defection during the Vietnam War, J. 
Fred MacDonald would like to hear 
from people who had direct 
experience with defectors and 
deserters. SOF has no evidence of 
his good intentions, but Dr. 
MacDonald has promised to protect 
confidentiality. Those interested in 
the project, with the appropriate 
qualifications, may contact Dr. J. 

Fred MacDonald, History 
Department, Dept SOF, 
Northeastern Illinois University, 
Chicago, IL 60625, (312) 583^050. 


ORDER DIRECTLY FROM GERMANY! 


AU Items Original and Factory New! 
German Military Boots of the highest quality, 
manufactured with centuries old German military 
experience. Some matters of course: All boots are 
water-oil-acidproof, have leather instepsole, leather 
insole, leather intermediate insole, especially 
nonskid profile outsote of unlimited service life. 
THEY were marching through all Europe, even 
reached the outskirts of Moscow in WWII — The 
black German Traditional centuries old High Field 
Boots called “Knobelbech- 
er" still being worn by the 
W-German Army of today. 
Sizes 6-13.(Give width, too!) 

..$115 

German Mountain Trooper 
Elite Boots. Their prede¬ 
cessor was marching 
through the Caucasus 
Mountains and even 
climbed their highest peak, 
the Mount Elbrus in WWII. 
Now these boots are even 
improved. Some qualities: 
Black grained grease leath¬ 
er, toe-protection steelcap, 
supporting heelcap, leather- 
lined ankle and heel pad¬ 
ding, padded tongue and 
upper edge padding, adjust¬ 
able width. Special nonskid 
profile climbing outsole. Siz¬ 
es 6-13.$115 

All Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours by air mail! Moneyback 
Guarantee, if merchandise returned within 30 days in 
original condition! — Payment: Money Order or Certified 
Check Only! American Express, Visa or Master Card 
Accepted! — Please, add costs for shipping 4- insurance: 
Orders up to $50 4- $9. — up to $99 + $13 — over $100 + 
$15.50 — Speedy Delivery Guaranted! — Catalog for $5. — 
Phone Orders: Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-3 p.m. U.S. Time by 
calling 01149-8856-2219. 

DEIBEL GERMAN 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

. ... _ v BahnhofstraBo 19a 

M 8122 Penzberg 

' ^ WEST GERMANY 




A-TEN-SHUN! 



Bumperstickers - $2.00 feach 

T-Shirts are top quality screen printed (Hanes 
50/50’s) white on black or red in sizes S. M, L 
or XL. Add $1.00 each for postage & handling. 
Stickers are removable vinyl. Add .50$ each 
for postage & handling. 

Send Check or Money Order to: 

Bedlam Publications, Inc. 

318 Ray Street, Manchester, NH 03104 







T-Shirts 

Bumpers 


Size 

Color 

Quantity 

Quantity 















_ 


Name 


Address ___ 

City _ 

State_ Zip_ 

©Bedlam Publications. Inc., 1984. All rights reserved. 
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The Real Thing 

NOW AVAILABLE AGAIN due to a 1956 NATO order at the 
Rodger’s Works at Sheffield, England. 


Real 
Knives 

P.O. BOX 6236 
DEPT. F-1 
DAYTONA BEACH, 
FLORIDA 32022 


NOT COPIES. This is Fairbairn’s Original Knife as issued to 
Commando units in WW II, and elite troops world-wide today. 
All marked with date and NATO acceptance number, and 
complete with issue leather tabbed sheath (brass 
tipped for Airborne drop protection), and a free 
copy of Fairbairn’s original treatise on use of 
his knife. ^ 

ONLY... *35. 00 Post Paid 

(WHILE SUPPLY LASTS.) 



NOTE: A small number of knives and sheaths, identical to above in every respect, but marked only “George 
Rodgers, Sheffield, England" available at $30.00 postpaid. Free copy of Fairbairn’s Treatise included. 


I VISA/M.C./Am.Ex.C.O.D.-TOLL FREE-24 hr s:800-824- 4 , / 2 f Compact,220' range# 11.9711 

7888: AK/HI. 800-824-7919-Opr.720 W ' " ™ 

ho^immed.deliv. 

_ USA«ade AMAZON 



131 

n FREE -I 

bead & con! 

STEEL * . 

I DA ^ J .1 



ORIGINAL Jivaro Blowgun! 

ol copies! Worlds finest . 
most popular since 1968— 
soldi BonT be tooled by 
higher prices! Why ‘ 
pay more? 


5 W Popular, 300' $12.97! 6 
Magnum 350' range $13.97! 
8' Super-Mag (2-piece) 450' 
$22.97! Add $ 3.00 ! for above 
models! 


- - Take-Down - - 

^9 yr\oV Extra darts $3.^0/100! $5.95/ 
fcft. 'I 200!$t4/5Q0!$26/M! Bonus m iv 
§2 guns get 600 darts)sBn 









_ tng 

quiver! patches! muzzle guard! 
$ targets! carry box ($22 
| freebies)! Buy 3 SAME + 
s cleaning rod-i-900!$32 freebies! 
©Buy 4 SAME + 1100 + Mini¬ 
gun! $51 free! Buy 5 SAME + 
1300+free 7th gun!$65 free!6 
SAME+1600! free 8th! Add 
$ 1.95 postag e EACH pd. gun 
3£3ay money back Tf not ae- 
! SndS 7 iia» lighted! If broken in 25 yrs. 
,{7orders! * we , u replace! HOUSE OF 



SILENT,POWERFUL,ACCURATE,hits like bulletlKills varmints, imp Rnv -km cr 

pests.Target, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound friends! Compressed o d TLu 

Ibreath gives amazing powerlPierces MT plywood [Rugged .38 cal. 

^alum inum, 135 steeld^-t^arrvcase^instnJcOon^ piecenrioa^- ^ei^p^ijMMPn deliv. © 



gemini ‘NIGHTSTALKER’ 

Black Combat Fatigues 

COAT - Four pocket, Vietnam style military specs, but 
with durable poly-cotton fabric, XS thru XL, reg. 

lengths only. ..$20.50 5 55 00 Set 

TROUSERS - Six pocket, Vietnam style, G1 specs., full bellow cargo 
pockets, pull tab at waist, and drawstring for blousing, XS-XL, reg. or 
long.. .. . .......... $28.50 


NIGHTSTALKER Accessories 

SWAT Cap • Solid Black cotton sailcloth, ad], tab, 

one sfze /its all... . $5.00 

Shotgun Pouch - Black Nylon, Gl specs., 
holds 12 -12 gauge shells, belt loops on 
back, (also In Olive or Camo). $6.95 
Gear Bags: 

Quality black nylon travel bags, durable and attrac¬ 
tive, heavy brass zippers, large inner compartment 
and smaller exterior pocket, padded shoulder strap. 

Small (approx. 15Vix6V<ix12). . $35.00 

Medium (approx. 22V2x10x2) .......... $45.00 

Urge(27x10x15). . ....... $55.00 

Pro Shooters Bag (17x7V2XlO), extra nice, has 
removeable insert for pistols and accessories, by 
Eagle Industries.. $59.95 

Ranger Canteen -1 qt.. black plastic, w/plastic belt 
hook attached........ $2.95 

Shovel Cover • Comp, plastic cover/carrier for tri- 
fold intrenching tool/shovel(tan or olive, too) $4.50 
Shovel - Gl style, tri-fold, S.A. contract $12.00 

TOOL BAGS: 

Durable black nylon bags with nylon web handles, 
zip closure, (also avail, in camo) 

Tanker (approx. 15x9x9) 

. .$21.50 

Mechanic (12x6x5V2) has 
exterior pockets.. $16.50 
Jeep (11x5x5). $9.00 


NIGHTSTALKER 
Assault Load 

Complete Load • Includes 
suspenders, belt, 1st aid 
pouch, .45 Mag. pouch, rifle 
mag pouch, hip holster, and 
canteen with cover.. $58.50 

(add $4.00 to substitute Gl 
style M16 pouch for rifle mag 
pouch) 


Suspenders • Black nylon, LC-1 style .. $11.50 

Equipment Belt - Black nylon. LC-1 type .. $9.50 


Compass/lst Aid Pouch - Black nylon, LC-1 style 

$3.00 

Hip Holster - Black padded nylon, belt keepers, 
snap closure, tie-down string, fits .45 auto & similar 
size weapons .... $15.00 

Magazine Pouch - Black nylon web. holds two .45 

mags, velcro closure. $9.50 

Rifle Magazine Pouch - Black nylon, w/snap closure, 

specify: Ml6-30, Ml6-40, or .308. . $7.50 

Canteen w/cover - Black plastic 1 qt. canteen 
w/black nylon LC-1 style padded cover/carrier. $8.25 
Note: above Belt and Canteen also avail, in olive; 
other items available in olive or camo. 

Shotshell Cartridge Belt - Similar to Equipment 
Belt, but has elastic loops for shot shells, holds 
approx. 25......... fc .......... $15.00 





Shipping Information: All orders MUST include $3.00 handling fee. Outside continental U.S. add 
estimated shipping cost. Add $2.50 for C.O.D. Free catalog with $25.00 & over purchase. Prices and 
availability of merchandise subject to change without notice. Send check or money order to: 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES 

P.O. Box 20064-F, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
(405) 842-6795 • Send $5.00 for complete catalog 


f ILE 

Lr COPIES... 

The French military magazine 
Gazette des armes is carrying an 
advertisement for a Sly II-style knife 
called the “Rambo,” named after 
Sylvester Stallone’s character in the 
movie First Blood. Distributed in 
France as Rambo, First Blood 
appears to be making the same 
impact on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Jimmy Lile is looking into the 
problem of Continental copies of his 
knives, since two European 
distributors are already licensed in 
Italy. 



ANTED: 

ALIVE... 


National Forget-Me-Not 
Association, P.O. Box 41023, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33743; is offering $1 
million for the delivery of a live 
M1A/POW from Vietnam, Laos or 
Cambodia to the Forget-Me-Nots in 
the United States. A bounty of 
$500,000 will be paid for tangible, 
verifiable evidence of a living 
American serviceman still held in 
Indochina. This award is available 
once only: The first qualified 
submission will earn the bounty.^ 



Made fur professional hunters to near approach¬ 
ing animals at a great distance, the Hunter’s Ear 
lias now been discovered by the security 
industry. On city terrain, sounds leap across 
blocks and streets...approaching cars .voices. 
Guards are using it in prison courtyards to listen 
to convicts The range of uses of the Hunter's 
Ear is astonishing and satisfaction is over¬ 
whelming . A solid stale. electronic breakthrough, 
it weighs less than 2 pounds, is tike holding up a 
flashlight, even lighter, and earphones have 
adjustable volume control. It works off a 9v tiny 
battery, is made for tough outdoor use and long 
life. You can listen to the breath of an elk over 
the hill, or of a person across the street! It's a 
sonar device tor fogbound navigation. The uses 
are endless Sold direct by mail for$6£ and 
worth it. Order from: 

BLUE LABORATORIES 
DEPT. BQN-84, CALLER BOX 310 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64141 

fix) 


bll-Fre 


BS*M B21-S1S7 


The Hunter's Ear 


Brings In 
Sounds Sharp 
& Clear 
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BACK ISSUES 


•No. 1 — SUMMER 75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For Saigon; CIA Assassination 
Of Trujillo; Col. Hoare & His Mercs in Angola. 

•No. 4 — FALL 76: Vietnam Vet First American KIA in Angola; SOF Interviews CIC of 
Rhodesian Army; American Merc in Israel. 

•No. 5 WINTER '77: Ralph Thorsen: Modem Bounty Hunter; Terror in Beirut — An Inside 
Look At The PLO; SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson. 

•No. 6 — SPRING 77: SOF Recon: Action in South Africa.; NRA Survival School; Para¬ 
medics in Guatemala. 

No. 7 — SEPT. ’77: American Merc Destroys Cuban Espionage Ring; SAC Errors in VN 
Airwar Operation, Part 1; Rhodesia: "Castle Keep." 

•No. 6 — NOV. 77: South African Army Prepares for War; Israeli Defense Force; SOF 
Interviews Mike Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Part 2. 

No. 9—JAN. 78: Africa Is Burning; A Professional Soldier Evaluates CIA-Cuban Exile Ops; 
Freelancing in Cambodia. 

•No. 11 — MAY 78: Mercs’ Togo Assassination Try; Thai Army General Speaks Out; 
Cubans Torture U.S. POWs in Vietnam. 

No. 12—JULY 78: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 1; H&K Assault Rifle; South African 
Commandos. 

*No. 13—SEPT. 78: French Foreign Legion, Part 2; SOF Interviews Cambodia’s President- 
in-Exile; Mike Echanis- Hands vs. Guns. 

No. 14 — NOV. 78: French Foreign Legion, Part 3; SWAT in Action; South African Strike 
Into Angola. 

No. 15 — JAN. *79: Jeff Cooper's “Gunsite”; SOF Interviews Gen. John K. Singlaub; SOF 
Rides with Rhodesia’s Armored Corps. 

No. 16 — FEB. ’79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; French Foreign Legion Update; American 
Rides with Grey’s Scouts. 

No. 17 — MARCH 79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 1; SOF Jumps With Confederate Airborne; 
Colorado NG Shows Regulars How. 

No. 18 —APRIL 79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 2; Tommy Gun; Rhodesian Ranch Security; 
W.E. Fairbairn: Grandfather of SWAT. 

No. 19 — MAY 79: SMG vs. Pistol; AK-47 & Its Variations; Soviets Slam SOF. 

No. 20 — JUNE 79: Death in the Night in Vietnam; Col. "Buir Simons Engineers Iranian 
Jailbreak; OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy. 

No. 21 — JULY 79: BATF Gestapo; Combat Tracking Techniques; Fighting for Keeps; My 
Fight Against Rdel. 

No. 22 — AUG. 79: Mad Mike’s Mercs in the Congo; Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the 
World; Handgun Stopping Power. 

No. 23 — SEPT. 79: World Practical Pistol Championship; Duel of Master Snipers; South 
African Motorcycle Troops. 

No. 24 — OCT. 79: White Devil of Mozambique; Sidewinder SMG; Contact Lenses for 
Shooters. 

No. 25 — NOV. 79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The End; In Memoriam: Col. "BuH’’ Simons; 
Return to Parris Island. 

No. 26 — DEC. 79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF with Border Patrol; Strategist Plots 
WWIII. 

No. 27—JAN. ’BO: Stakeout: Rizzo’s Raiders; Field Gear Needs Face Lift; Cobray School. 
No. 28 — FEB. *80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. POW to Escape during SE Aslan War; 
Soviet Black Berets. 

No. 29 — MARCH '80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West Germany’s GSG 9; Will Volunteer Army 
Fight? 

No. 30 — APRIL ’80: Texas Airborne NG; SOF Interviews Afghan Rebel Leader; Angolan 
Border Fire Fight. 

No. 32 — JUNE ’80: Vietnam Delta Ambush; Wolf Pack Skipper; RSA’s Cuban Killer. 
•No. 33—JULY '80: MGs for Rent; Vietnam: Why We Went, Why We Didn’t Win; SOF Takes 
a Dive. 

*No. 34 — AUG. ’80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler, RVN; SOF: Contact in Rhodesia; Marine 
Desert War Exercises. 

No. 35 — SEPT. '80: Assignment Afghanistan; In Cuban Waters; SAS Dares and Wins. 
No. 36 — OCT. '80: Jihad in Afghanistan; Soviet Special Forces; Shot in the Heart. 

No. 37 — NOV. '80: SMGs Find Home on the Range; Bringing Smoke on SWAPO; Stunt 
Pilot's Pilot. 

No. 38 — DEC. ’80: Vietnam: Howard's Hill; Morocco's Desert War; Ruger’s Mini-14. 
No. 39 — JAN. *81: Sharpshooting with Chairman Jeff; Anatomy of a Combat Knife; 
Cambodia: Journey into Hell. 

No. 40 — FEB. ’81: AK-74; Hanoi’s Hit List; Recruiting Scams; SOF Convention Report. 
No. 41 — MARCH ’81: Morocco's Murderous Marauders; Cold Weather Operations; 
Escape & Evade from Angola. 

No. 42 — APRIL ’81: Afghanistan’s Winter War; SAS at War in Malaya; Betrayal in North 
Korea. 


No. 43 — MAY ’81: Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon; SOF Staffer Inside Afghanistan. 

No. 44 — JUNE *81: SOG Special; POW/MIAs in SE Asia; The Punch for the Crunch. 
No. 45 — JULY *81: Making War Movies; Angola: The War The World Forgot, Part 1; 
Vietnam Experience. 

No. 46 — AUG. ’81: Angola, Part 2; Ulster Defense Regiment; Marine Recon. 

No. 47 — SEPT. ’81: SOF Tests the UZI; A Day With Nicaragua's Jackals; Red Trail in 
Africa. 

No. 48 — OCT. '81: South Africa's Boys in the Bush; USMC Gears up for the Future; U.S. 
Army Ranger School. 

No. 49 — NOV. *81: The War in El Salvador; Our Man in Beirut; IPSC Nationals. 

No. 50 — DEC. '81: “Rebel" in Rhodesia; French Foreign Legion; Nightmares from 'Nam. 
No. 51 — JAN. *82: Laos — The War That Never Ended; Springbok Raid Grabs Russians; 
Leatherwood SMG. 

No. 52 — FEB, *82: Thailand's Battle Road; 1981 SOF Convention; Killing for Mother 
Russia; USSR’s Awesome AGS-17. 

No. 53 — MARCH '82: Seychelles Merc Fiasco; H&K G-11 Caseless Gun; 1981 SOF Shoot; 
SOF Interviews Israel Galili. 

No. 54 — APRIL '82: Rough & Ready Army Rangers; Capt. Dring’s Private Navy; Vinnell’s 
Saudi Arabian National Guard. 

No. 55 — MAY '82: Beyond Angola's Border; Leatherwood State-of-the Art Scope; Air 
Assault into LZ Hell. 

No. 56—JUNE '82: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenitsyn Speaks Out; SOF Uncovers Sidearm 
Snafu. 

No. 57 — JULY *82: Make Mine Ml4; Soviet Surrogates at U.S. Army National Training 
Center; USAF Spectre. 

No. 58 — AUG. ’82: American Merc in Lebanon; M249 SAW; SOG in Cambodia. 

No. 59 — SEPT. ’82: CETME MG82; Southern Philippines’ Shadow War; Spanish Foreign 
Legion. 

No. 60 — OCT. '82: Death on Africa's Skeleton Coast; Bullets and Ballots in El Salvador; 
SOF’s Thai Balloon Jump. 

No. 61 — NOV. '82: SOF Inside Afghanistan; Ml 6 and Military Marketeerfng. 

No. 62 — DEC. ’82: Globa! Warfare Special — SBS and SAS in the Falklands; Lebanon; 
Afghanistan. 

No. 63 — JAN. '83: War in South West Africa; Life and Times of Hilaire du Berrier; Taiwan’s 
Tunnel Vision. 

No. 64 — FEB. '83: SOF Fires AGS-17; Gringo in El Salvador's Bush; Britain’s Gurkhas. 
No. 65 — MARCH '83: Peru’s Weird Warriors; SOF Convention ’82; Viet Vet Salute. 

No. 66 — APRIL ’83: Bloody la Drang; SOF and the KGB; China’s American Hero; SOF 
Three-gun Match. 

No. 67 — MAY ’83: AKS-74; SOF Looks at LRRPs; CIA's Korean Caper 
No. 68 — JUNE ’83: Appointment in Angola; USS Ranger; MX Peacekeeper. 

No. 69—JULY ’83: Operation Hastings, RVN; Central America—the Waron our Doorstep; 
Inside Free Angola. 

No. 70 — AUG. '83: Costa Rica; Falkland War Weapons; Ivan’s Armory. 

No. 71 — SEPT. ’83: Crisis in Central America; Correspondent Hitches Up With the Cavalry 
in II Corps; Soviet RPK-74. 

No. 72—OCT. ’83: SOF Goes to the Movies — The Final Option and Blue Thunder; Richard 
M. Nixon on El Salvador; Korea Waits for War 

No. 73 — NOV. '83: SOF Joins Marines in Lebanon; Bob Denard, Master Merc; Yanks in 
Honduras. 

No. 74 — DEC. '83: SOF Exclusive Reports on War around the World from Afghanistan to 
Angola. 

No. 75 — JAN. '84: El Salvador Update; Low Jump in Rhodesia; USSR’s T-80 Tank. 

No. 76 — FEB. '84: SOF Scoop: The Grenada Papers; Convention '83; SOF Interviews 
Russian POWs in Afghanistan. 

No. 77 — MARCH ’84: Beretta’s 70 Series; Afghanistan Update; Flying Tigers. 

No. 78 — APRIL ’84: Karen Rebels in Burma; SOF on Lebanon and Nicaragua’s Front 
Lines; Navy C/SAR. 

No. 79 — MAY *84: U.S. Muscle in Central America; WA; Burma’s Golden Triangle; 
Russian Body Armor. 

No. 80 — JUNE *84: Legionnaire Tackles Gs in Salvador; Karens' Last Battle?; Atlacatl 
Assault. 

No. 81 — JULY *84: Soviet AKR; Inside Nicaragua with Contras and Commies; Brits Battle 
IRA in Belfast. 

No. 82—AUG. ’84: Vietnam Loses Face in Battle for Ampil; Fallschirmjager; Merc Ripoff in 
Surinam; S&W’s New .45. 

‘Available only in reprint edition. 
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Tram at home, lor an exciting career as a Detective 
or Security Consultant No previous experience needed 
No other training program equals the Global course 
Learn every investigative technique you will need to get 
that first |ob Employment Assistance • Diploma • 
Equipment • Mail this coupon lor FHEE FACTS 
No obligation. No salesman. 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


NAME_AGE 


— ST_ZIP_ 

BOX 191-A, HANOVER, MA 02339 


JIMMY LILE 

“The Arkansas Knifesmith” 

Maker of the Survival Knife for the 
Movie “FIRST BLOOD” 



“Imitated But Unequaled ” 

Jimmy Lile, Rt. 1, Russellville, Ark. 72801 

501-968-2011 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

ONLY 

$ 12 95 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Model 

K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fullv Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-9-SF 


373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


MILITARY 

STYLE- 

HARD 

SHEATH WITH 
WIRE-CUTTERS 

SHARPENING 

STONE 


SAW 
LEG TIE 

INSTRUCTION 

MANUAL 

INCIUPID 

GA RESIDENTS 
ADD 4% GA 
SALES TAX 


COMPASS INCLUDED 
IN BUTT CAP 



SURVIVAL CAPSULE 
INCLUDED IN HANDLE 
CONTAINING- 
FISH HOOKS 
LINE 

SINKERS 
FLOAT 

W.P. TABLET 
NEEDLES 
MATCHES 
FLINT BAR 
SUTURE NEEDLE 
SUTURE MATERIAL 
5%" 440-C BLADE 


SI 25.00 
POSTPAID 


DETACHABLE 

HAN0GUARD 


SEND CHECK OR M.0. TO: 

ED’S ENGRAVING 

121 E, MAIN ST. STATESBORO, GA 30458 
(912) 764-4836 


L LIFEKNIFE® AND OTHER SURVIVAL KNIVES AVAILABLE AND IN STOCK 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 



Continued from page 24 



H IDDEN HOLSTER 

For the social occasions when only a 
high-ride, inside-the-pants holster will 
do, the Companion can be ordered for 
most small and medium revolvers with 
two- to four-inch barrels, and small, 
medium and large autos with barrels up 
to five inches. Individual molding, 
reinforced thumb-break, covered 
trigger, molded sight track and 
double-stitched stress-points are all 
standard for $25.95 and $3 for postage 
and handling. The 20-page color 
catalog of holsters, saps and accessories 
is $2, or free with an order. De Santis 
Holster and Leather Goods Co., Dept. 
SOF, Dept CPR, 155 Jericho 
Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501-1783. 



Don t tread on this 

Road Fangs are a hand-portable steel 
and aluminum temporary road block 
deployable in minutes. Carabiners clip 
the case to ground stakes and the 
scissors-joint frame extends across roads 
up to 21 feet when needed Hollow 
steel spikes allow controlled, immediate 
deflation of vehicle tires. Law 
Enforcement Associates, Inc., Dept 
SOF, 135 Main St, Belleville, NJ 
07109. Phone: (201) 751-0001. 



Meal, ready-to-eat 
officially replaces 
C-Ration. 


Now Available 

Hearty Meals ... Far Superior 
to old Fashioned C-Rations 
... No Can Opener Required. 
Light Weight, Easy to Pack 
and Store. No Refrigeration, 
Longer Shelf Life. 

S-Pak $9.97 

Includes 3 Meals of Meat, 
Beans, and Applesauce (9 in¬ 
dividual "soft can” packages.) 


Order Now 

and Receive A 
Sterno® Single Burner Folding 
Stove with Canned Heat 
Cooking Fuel for only $2.95 

Please include $3.00 for post¬ 
age & handling. 




VISA 




1 - 800 - 472-5200 

In Indiana 
Call (812) 477-5089 
4116 E. Eichel 
Evansville, IN 47715 


Gold Smith 
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FIRE FOR EFFECT 


A sniper is a rifleman who knows his 
weapon and his range: The Ranging 
1000 range finder makes every shooter 
at least half a sniper by giving 
95-percent-reliable calculations at 
distances from 60 to 1,000 yards 
(according to a DOD tech report). The 
10.75x2x2.25-inch 22-ounce device 
costs $119.95. Ranging, Inc., Dept 
SOF, 90 Lincoln Rd. N., East 
Rochester, NY 14445. Phone: (716) 
385-1250. 



The manufacturer claims the 
$1,298.50 Beeman/Krico 650 Super 
Sniper in 7.62mm NATO (also 
available in 5.56mm) will group at half 
an inch at 100 yards, and 3.5 inches at 
600 yards. Adjustable for butt-pad and 
comb height, the stippled pistol-grip 
stock is ventilated to cool the barrel in 
long firing sequences. The bull barrel 
floats free in the stock and is 
sandblasted and blued (along with the 
receiver and flash-suppressor) to a dark 
non-reflective finish. The adjustable 
trigger is factory-set at eight ounces. 
Beeman Precision Arms, Dept. SOF, 

47-PR Dr., San Rafael, CA 94903. 
Phone: (415) 472-7121. 



Think thin 

Layered synthetic construction allows 
Sidekick inside-the-pants holsters to 
hold handguns with minimum bulk. 

The $6.95 concealment holsters come 
in five sizes for handguns from 
two-inch-barrel revolvers to six-inch 
barrel autos. Michaels of Oregon, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 13010, Portland, OR 
97213. Phone: (503) 255-6890. ^ 


NINJA BUTTERFLY KNIFE 



cSyUUHBKSS 1995 

ppd 


The deadly missions of the Ninja, famed Japanese 
assassins, demanded that their knife be of top, never-fail 
quality. This fast-action knife certainly qualifies. The 
unique knife unfolds rapidly from its handle-over-blade 
position, locking solidly in place with a stainless steel 
swivel lever. The razor-sharp, 3 V 2 " long clip blade is thus 
exposed and ready for use. The blade is 440 stainless 
steel, 3/16" thick — takes and holds a keen edge. 
Stainless steel handle with black inset. 4V4 M closed. 
Money-back guarantee. 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD! 

Call Toll Free 800334-5476. Write for Free Catalog! 

HUNTING & CAMPING ACCESSORIES 
Dept. J-94, P.O. Box 1600 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515 



LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME 

0UH FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: “ 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SP0RTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS | 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS - CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS ■ 

ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 

AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR GI BENEFITS ■ 

OVER 40, 000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 | 

MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346 

Please RUSH full info on how I can become a profesl 
sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way. Z 
No obligation. No salesman will call. 

NAME _ AGE -■ 

ADDRESS_I 



MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept GA94 | 
2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOEMX, ARIZONA 85006 j 


TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 



PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride World’s largest 
selection of military rings. Over 1000 combinations. Visa or 
MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 


Sand SI tor full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

Box Y S9, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(Successors to Royal Military Jewelry) 



LiFEKIT™ POCKET SURVIVAL KIT 

Aluminum, waterproof, resealable container has compass, 
matches, fishing kit, wire saw. energy bar, tea. snare wire, 
needles, antibiotic cream, bandages, tourniquet, razor, suture, 
and morel So tight it noats! So small you'll never leave it behind! 
4W"x7 J ft"Xl‘A"; 5 oz. • MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

SEMD S19.9S to * 11717 IT IT' 9°* 771 ’ SF9 - 
LI T LIVI 1 Sant* Monka, CA 90406 6 


The famous C.I.A. 

‘‘Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of ail 
types .. 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 



Ruger Mini-14® 
Dress-Up Accessories 

by Feather Enterprises 


QD Scope Mt with 1" rings. Blue # 49 95 /SS finish *59 95 
Ventilated Barrel Shroud ...... Blue Qf SS finish *39 9s 

Foldup Slocks. Blue oi SS finish *125°° 

Other Accessories: I 00 lor Complete 

Flash hider Bipod Slings Catalog or 

Handguard Scopes Mags Free with order 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 

2500 Central Avenue» Boulder, Co. 80301 ♦ (303) 442-7021 


THE _ 

U Llfi M AFfM! 

GAME 

•War/Combat Games 
•High Cash Profits 
•Full or Part Time 
•Selection of Guns 
•Washable Pellets 
•Complete Game 
Supplies 

For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
280 Warwick Avenue 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

32074 

P.S. Call us at: 
904/677-4358 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 15th, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be Included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR._ 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12 year. $15 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENA1RE, P.O. Box 507, 
Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed-forces surplus clo¬ 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first- 
aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (87) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE- 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free “Vietnam Photos”) $2. WWII 
catalog $2. WAR SHOP, RL1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. 
(B 7 ) ___. 


BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (65) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2 for police catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF483, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. (67) 

POLICE, FIRE AND RAILROAD badges and patches. Send 
$1 for list or $6 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD. Dept. SF1283, 
P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (87)_ 

MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, jobs, de¬ 
grees. Roanciat privacy. Offshore opportunities. Free catalog. 
EDEN, Box 841Q-SF, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (83) 




GIANT CATALOG 

LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival, First Aid, Self-defense, 
Full auto., Silencers, Firearms, Revenge, Im¬ 
provised Weaponry, Espionage, Pyrotech¬ 
nics, Police Science, Lock Smithing, Guerilla 
Warfare, Sabotage, Demolitions and much 
more. 

“Tomorrow's survivors will be 
those who prepared today.” 

* Quantity Discounts * 

For a rush catalog, send $1.00 to: 

JAMES and COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. 301 • P.O. Box 6674, 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66206 


LOCKSMITHING: General & automotive. UNLIMITED IN¬ 
FORMATIONS (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). 
L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St. f #1046F V San Francisco, CA94109 
(85)_ 

NORTHEAST INVESTIGATIONS — Private investigators, 
child cuslody. missing persons, industrial undercover, bounty 
hunters. Phone (603) 542-6380. (87)_ 

ALASKAN Federal Wilderness Land — $2.50/Acre. (Lake- 
front and Riverfront Available.) LEASE Canadian Land — $1/ 
Acre. BUY Repossessed Homes from U.S. Government—$1 
plus repairs! Details, Alaskan Maps, Federal Regulations — 
$4,95/Report. All Three Reports—$9.95. HOMESTEAD, P.O. 
1510-T10, Winterhaven, CA 92283. 

SS AND GERMAN WWII Ml LIT ARIA: Insignia, flags, daggers, 
uniforms, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, includ¬ 
ing two targe posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13206. (87)_ 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000’s of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 - Refunded. SAUNDERS, Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414, (64) 


FIREWORKS: Fun, Safe, Patriotic; top quality, countless 
items, lowest prices, illustrated catalog $1 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 SI4, Grand Haven. Ml 
49417. (87) 


MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/traded. 
Current list 50 cents; subscription 1 year $4,50. VERNON, Box 
387SF. Baldwin, NY 11510. (85) 


SPECIAL ACTION COMMANDO SCHOOL specializing in 
Survival & Commando tactics for civil or military crisis. Write for 
brochure. St. S.A.C.S , P.O- Box506, Pecos, NM 87552. (65) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, “creative” Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept, G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (86) 


UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save up to 20% Discount. Famous 
Publishers: Paladin Press, Desert, Atlan, other., 100’s of excit¬ 
ing titles. Regularly updated. Exotic Weaponry, Military. Sur¬ 
vival, Self-Defense, Martial Arts, Explosives, Silencers, Fire¬ 
works, and many, many MORE. If you can buy them elsewhere 
for less — buy them! Catalog $1 — FREE G.l. P-38 Can 
Opener with Catalog. ASURP PUBLICATIONS, (101), Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. (86) 


PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Rare 
Devices. Racket, Whistle. Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun¬ 
chers. Catalog $1. AZTEC,Suite 341, 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Blvd., Norcross, GA 30093. 


CHILDREN’S CAMOUFLAGE! 6 -pocket trousers: 4-pocket 
shirt. Sizes 6-16. $14.95 each or $27.95 set. Request FREE 
catalog, MILITEX, Box 46499, Dept. SF-943, Chicago, IL 
60646. 


SURVEILLANCE? Law Enforcement? Survival? We carry the 
latest booksdoys NOT available anywhere else. Catalog $1. 
AW, 584 Castro No. 351, San Francisco, CA 94114. (85) 


CONVERT YOUR UZI to selective-fire semi or fully automatic 
weapon. One afternoon with simple hand tools can give you 
ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. All the step-by-step instruction,* 
dimensioned drawings, and detailed explanations you nefjd 
are in this report. The ten dollars it costs will buy you/more 
peace-of*mind than commanding your own army. Eve/if you 
don’t use it today, the information will already be in youf library 
when you need it most. Send $10 to SOMERVILLE, Ff.O. Box 
7661, Silver Springs, MD 20910. (84) 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — GENUINE Gl — 3 

$1. Complete with cammo fatigues, LC1 gear and equ 
Dl hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats, lensatic compa 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much muc 
more. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS. Depart¬ 
ment A-29, 504-Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


"LAZERSTUN 1 ' (DEFENSE WEAPON) — Shoots High- 
intensity Rays that Blind!!! (CAUTION — Victims Purport: 
"DISORIENTATION!!! BLACKOUTS!!! FAINTING!!!") Non- 
lethal. Handheld. Assembled. "30,000 Lumens-per-second 
temporarily Bteach Eye Retinas!" (Similar to device featured 
on television's C.H.I.P.S.!!!) Serd $49.95 each: NATIONAL 
LAZERTEK, Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003. (Unique 
Weapons Catalog. $5), 


LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: Prize-winning manual is en¬ 
cyclopedia onj&al tricks of .trade used by thousand^of prosl 
Find tjjefTrTasL Collect huge fees. Fully refundabielfsnot 
amSzed. $21.95 THOMAS PUBLICATIONS, Box 33244-SK 
Austin, TX 78764. 


CONTRACT SOLDIERS NEEDED 1505 Officers, 2214 
NCO's, 6500 Team Members. 12-30 month assignments 
(transportation, arms etc. furnished). Top $, prior service pre¬ 
ferred, paid re-training. Preference (immediate contracts) to 
persons with Alpha Corps Commissions, Warrants, NCO or 
Soldier Certifications. Armed Peace Keeping Force. Contact: 
J.R. BROWN, Agent, 421 E. Carson, Suite 95, Las Vegas, NV 
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FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 


LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE... 

Survival writer descovers... secret 
sources for .laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I.R. see-in-the- 
darfc viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans¬ 
mitters, electronic tracking devices, ultra- 
sophisticated detection and surveillance equip¬ 
ment, police broadcast unscramblers, many 
more too "hot" to print. Send $1.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-9 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 


WWli GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refund- 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (94) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com¬ 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1 for catalog to MARAUDER'S ARMY SUR- 
PLUS, 8566 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. (84)_ 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA¬ 
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100, pocket bug 
detector $45. automatic phone recorder $125, FM Telephone 
wireless transmitter $100, long-range wireless mikes $45 to 
$150, bumper beeper set $800, sound activated recorder 
$150, special listening devices from $50, automatic recorder 
switches $40. new 1984 catalog $2. WYNN ENGINEERING 
COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. (85)_ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, 
Spnnglleld, MO 65801. (90)_ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, P.O. Box 
882, New York, NY 10150._ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA — All military branches and police. 
All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2; add $1 if 1st 
class mailing desired. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-59, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106._ 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, weapons. New linds! Illustrated catalog, $5. 
MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (83)_ 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — 32 pages — 
$1. Jackets, pants, doth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-29, 
504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 07106. 

PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF12. Orlando, FL 32060. 
( 86 )_ 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45 complete, ready to 
use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. Catalog of related 
devices, $2. (85)_ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-09, 504 Yale SE, Albu¬ 
querque, NM 07106. 

RHODESIAN VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION organizing for 
1984 Second Annual Reunion. Qualified personnel contact 
aVA, P.O. Box 1159, 14526 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 
91405._ 

VIETNAM SERVICE Certificates, Ranger, Pathfinder, Israeli 
Airborne and other military award documents. Send SASE for 
illustrated list. EWING. Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. Fight like a wild 
animal with advanced dynamic meditations to develop the 
unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illustrated $9.95 
plus $1 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 
(84)_ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-99, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

85.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PL’RCHASE 

P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


PEN GUN, .22 cal. you construct with ordinary tools and hard¬ 
ware store materials, $4.95. ENTIUM (G), Box 1650, Carolina, 
PR 00628._ 

THE SURVIVOR’S MANUAL! 100 active disaster/defense 
skills illustrated/simplified! $12.95. ALLIED, Box 41323FJ, 
Phoenix AZ 85080._ 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43, work aione, short term only Bounty 
hunting. Will take commission job. JIM, P.O. Box 415, Fair 
Oaks, CA 95628._ 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy-to- 
make, extremely destructive steel-burning THERMITE IN¬ 
CENDIARY $12. All three, $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, 
P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90)_ 

I.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, Ran¬ 
gers, SEAL Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para-rescue, 
Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec¬ 
tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure $1. 
KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 
21092._ 

GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40; Silver Star $40; Bronze Star 
$35; Legion of Merit $35: Armed Forces Expeditionary $15; 
Vietnam Service $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar 
$25. Add stamp in trade and $3 Postage. Most others avail¬ 
able. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000.(86) 

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev¬ 
erything needed to start you in business. Send $1 for catalog 
to: S & W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East Northport, NY 
11731. (87) 


COMBAT SANDALS^ 

★ LANDS 

★ WATER: 

RUNNING 
RIVER FORDING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/OESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 





World's FINESTGUERRILLA Sandals 
They re SECURE ON YOUR FEET 


• TOP SOLES |Leather) special water resistant. 

• BOTTOM SOLES [Rubber] non marking Brown. 

• BINDING SYSTEM |Nylon| & SOLES are Brown. 

• LACES (Nylon) V Wide, are Brown. Blue or Red. 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13 * Men: 5 to 11 : Women. 

WIDTHS: |N] Narrow to Med: [W] Wide to Med. 

It a perlecl medium, order |N] 

Write usual length & width if known. &/or 
send tracing at loot while standing. 

THE RUNNING SHOE SANDAL 


Send: S3B.50 +SI. UPS 
Or for more into & loot 
sizing sheet, write or 
phone |619] 436-2222 
M/Cor VISA by phone. 
Or phone your favorite 
survival supplier. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
ALP SANDALS 
250 D N. HWY. 101 


THAT'S -GUARANTEED RUGGED- ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


World's Largest Manufacturer of Athletic & Combat Sandals 


FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY„ P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. 186)_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 220-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25c. EDEN, Box 8410-DD. Foun- 
tain Valley, CA 92708. (83)_ 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: M.K. 
& ASSOCIATES, Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (88)_ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT— 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


MERC FOR HIRE. Don't get mad, get even. Work alone, short 
term, discreet, confidential. SKIPPER, P.O. Box 546455, Surf- 
side, FL 33154._ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available — phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (85)_ 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE — for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63301, USA. (83)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 26105. (84) 

HOMEMADE FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES. Over 900 of 
chemicals and formulas known only by the military and fire¬ 
works factories. Complete instructions. Two books $35 post¬ 
paid. Send money order. FULL AUTO, 1715 Leaf Avenue, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130. (83) 

HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol¬ 
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102. (84)_ 

“SEE THRU PEOPLE" ... Discover 50 secret rowers to 
defeat deceivers and enjoy love. $1. NEWLIFE, Box 275-BH, 
Boulder City, NV 89005. (85)_ 

NIGHTVISION SCOPE S125H! New Magnesiumfiouride Optic 
Illuminates Persons at 150' with only starlight, streetlights or 
moonlight available! R.L.E. #97. T length, 2Vfe" diameter. 
Meets government specifications. Completely assembled. 
Send $125 each: NATIONAL POLICE SUPPLY, Box 131, 
Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Surveillance Equipment Catalog, $10, 
refundable.) 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAIL SERVICES. Unlisted address. 
SASE and $1 brings list of services and fees. MAIL-SAFE, 
Dept. ASF, 504 West 24th Street. Suite 124, Austin, TX 78705. 

GET BIG AND STRONG — FAST! Latest secrets of top 
weightlifters, wrestlers, boxers. ULTIMATE MUSCLE ’84 how¬ 
to book has latest techniques, secrets and dirty tricks. UNCEN¬ 
SORED! Send $10 to OEM PUBLISHING. 2001B Ocean Park 
#25S, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (85)_ 

INGRAM SUBMACHINE GUN ENTHUSIASTS. Now avail¬ 
able: full-size, realistic plastic and metal replica Of the famous 
Ml 1 SMG. This model doesn't just look real, it is also function- 
all It fires a special reusable, low-power blank cartridge, and 
cycles 20 “rounds" per second just like the real gun. Cannot be 
modified to fire real ammo. Also available: airguns modeled 
after the Mini-UZI and H&K, MP5K submachine guns. An FFL 
is not required to order these items. Send business-size self- 
addressed stamped envelope for free illustrated brochure and 
price list. CLASS 3 AIRGUNS, 2000 Center Street, Suite 1239, 
Berkeley, CA 94704._ 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME. Must be over 
18 and U.S. citizen! Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 
222-F, Quincy, MA 02171. (88) 


("Worlds’ Greatest Selection!!!"). Professional Wireless Micro¬ 
transmitters: 300' range, $40. 1,000’ range, $75, three mile 
range, $195. Telephone Parallel Transmitter, $95. Telephone 
"Drop-in "Transmitter, $395. Panasonic 10 Hour Cassette Re¬ 
corder, $165. 24 Hour Recorder, $225. "Vox", $65. Automatic 
Telephone Recording Device, $60. "Hardwired” 100' Super¬ 
sensitive Microphone, $75. “Shotgun” Microphone, $195. In¬ 
finity Transmitter, $325. "Spikemike", $140. "Parasite" Trans¬ 
mitter and Receiver, $95. Bodywom Crystal-controlled Quarter 
Mile Transmitter and Receiver, $195. Linemans’ Handset, 
$150. Parabolic Microphone, $85. Closed Circuit Television 
System, $395. Magnesiumfloride Night Vision Scope, $125. 
Telephone Scrambler Set, $295. Telephone Eavesdropper 
Stopper, $75. Pocket-sized Transmitter Detector, $285. Tele¬ 
phone "Sweep" Countermeasure, $195. Tape Recorder De¬ 
tector, $695. Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kit. $80. Pocket-sized 
Metal “Frisker", $50. Bulletproof Vest, $150. Automobile Entry 
Kit, $50. Send Orders: Microtron®, Warehouse/Showrcom 
Complex, 42-Thirty-eighth Street, Wheeling, West Virginia 
26003. Visa/Mastercard Call 24 Hours: (304) 233-8007. Pro¬ 
fessionals' Catalogue, $20, refundable. Surveillance Device 
Schematics Portfolio, $20. Surveillance Tactics Manual, $15. 
General Catalog, $5. (Delivered Assembled and insured.) 

ALICE PACKS (MED) NEW w/straps $42; Woodland BDU's 
$40 per set; "Tanker's" OD Tool Bag $12; plus $1 postage. 
RECON ONE, P.O. Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign Medal 
certificates. Four-color forms suitable for framing. $3 each, 
both $5. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, Military quality, light¬ 
weight 4-pocket jacket. 6-pocket pants $52 per Suit. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

EAST GERMAN ID "Ausweis" cards in Russian/German with 
Soviet seal. Unissued. Room for photo. Origin unknown. $6, no 
personal checks. D.EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

SPECIAL FORCES, Ranger, Airborne, Unit Coins, Decals, 
Flashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY. 
West Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. 


I WANT TO KNOW HOW I can serve my country in a real way. 
Don’t pass me up. J. SINGER, 2265 Westwood Blvd., #670, 
Los Angeles, CA 90064. 

MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT High quality at wholesale 
prices 1 ^Seod-$4-forcataie g . 920 E.-WainuL-Pejica City, OK 


MECHANIC. Short term, high risk contracts. Phone JOE TRI- 
VANTI, (603) 542-2786. (95)_ 

5£>A,L TEA M O fficial Metal Insignia, $12^ Camouflage Be¬ 
ret, $14. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


ARREST Violators!] 

TRAIN 
FAST 
AT 




USE * r 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Survillltnce Equipment, 
Criminology Kits, Sedges. 
Briefcase Telephones, Leg 
Holsters. Lotkplck Guns. 
Bullet-Proof Veils. Inlrarad 
Night Scopes. “ 

Equlpi- ‘ 

Much 


Namc 


Wear the Badge of a 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
t reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi 
na *- s to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts guide you every step of the way 
Men and women needed to work in chul 
lenging situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships. make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
~ special law enforcement equip- 
r< ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the CIA. and the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25 r Tr and more on all equip- 
_ ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct, 
r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training _ _ 

| DEPT. SF409, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 , 

Rueti me your "Detective" Cereer Kit—No aefeemen will cell. I 
- 


CHy/Stata/Ztp. 
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LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY 


*788 


POSTPAID 



Fires 22 cal. tear 

S as or blank ammo. _ 
olid metal. 6 shot, clip^" 4 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions & free cleaning l. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must . 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. California, 

u P.O.BOX 434, DepL TA-9-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 


WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE JUNGLE FATIGUES, as 

issued in El Salvador. Lightweight, rip-stop material, 4-pocket 
jacket, 6-pocket pants, $52 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Den- 
ver, CO 80221._ 

HIGH RISK CONTRACTS. National and international assign¬ 
ments. Group or individual. Phone high-risk services: (603) 
542-2786. (95) _ 

MERCENARY FOR HIRE, Short Tenn Only. Confidential. 
Please send information to: MIKE, P.O. Box 865, Coachella, 
CA 92236. 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 1984 List of Uniforms 
& Equipment, 50 cents. I.M.S. PRODUCTS, Box 21606, Den- 
ver, CO 80221. _ 

HELD JACKETS! Genuine issue M-65, Camouflage or olive 
drab. $47.95. Liners, $16.95. Request free catalog. MIUTEX, 
Box 46499, Dept. SF-942, Chicago, IL 60646._ 

50,001 MAPS! Big color, topographic; everyplace! Catalog $3 
(refundable)! ALLIED, Box 41323FO, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 
ACTION BOOKS FROM PALADIN PRESS! Updated catalog 
listing fascinating books on survival, weaponry, knife fighting, 
creative revenge, exotic weapons systems, self-defense, plus 
much more! $1 PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-KFS, Boulder, 
CO 80306. (84) 


JPHOTO IDI 



0«fl»r wllh ftltndi! 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
Good In AH States and Provincas 
-FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE - 
F«Bt SorvJce • Monayback Quarantaa 
SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sox, 

Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 

Blrthdate & Small Photo. 

CARDINAL PUBLISHING. DEPT. 362 

2071 Emerson, Box 5200 • Jacksonville, FL 32207 

PHOTO ID# 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available: Photographs, literature, videocassettes, Zapruder. 
Catalog $2. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. R3K 1Z9 CANADA. (85) 

EMERGENCY LOCKPICKtNG TECHNOLOG Y — Free Cata¬ 
logue!!! Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
NATIONAL LOCKSMITHING SUPPLY, Box 131, Bridgeport, 
OH 43912._ 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Contracts with individuals, orga¬ 
nizations and governments. Recovery, rescue, defense, intru¬ 
sion, training and strategic consulting, internationally. No reds. 
JOE GREEN, P.O. Box 31991, Raleigh, NC 27622, U.S.A, (86) 

MILITARY REFERENCE CARDS — Soviet Weapons Whiz 
Wheel, $1.50; Demolition Card, $1; Infantry Leaders Card, 50 
cents: all three for $2.50. Free Pricelist — WIREGRASS MILI- 
TARY PRESS, P.O.Box 397, Fort Rucker, AL 36362. (83) 
TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, as issued in Nam, Military 
quality $12, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, Co 80221. 


FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 230A, 
RFD #1. Mystic. CT 06355. (90) __ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? VETERAN? Patches, books, Dl 
pins, t-shirts, caps. NEW: Grenada, Lebanon Tributes. Catalog 
$1. SATCONG, Box 177 VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (90) 

HOW TO BEAT A LIE DETECTOR TEST! Secrets Revealed! 
Free Pre-emptoymerrtTest Included. $3. ACCURATE POLY- 
GRAPH, P.O. Box 68-56SF, Santa Barbara, CA 93160. (85) 

"GRENADA — An Island Paradise Courtesy of the 75th Ran¬ 
gers” t-shirts M-L-XL $7 olus $1 postage. RECON ONE, P.O. 
Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449._ 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine infantry mainstays from 
Korea to ’Nam. CPRC-26 Canadian Man-Pack radio, compact, 
transmits—receives 42-54 MHz, FM, 6 channels, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal headset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/pair, 
good condition. PRC-510 backpack radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz continuous 
tuning, with battery box, headset, antenna: $39.50 apiece, 
$77.5G/pair, good condition. R-108 Field/Vehicular Receiver, 
20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. VRC-7 Field/Vehicular radio set, 
Includes RT-70 transceiver, audio amplifier, power supply, 
antenna, vehicle mount, accessories, mint in original cartons: 
$137.50. R-174 receiver, tunes 1.8-18 MHz AM-CW-SSB, 
military, shortwave, amateur radio: $27.50 good condition. 
ARC-27 guard receiver, single channel 220-250 MHz aircraft 
receiver: $12.50 mint. 45-Day-Replacement-Guarantee. Add 
$9.50 shipping-handling. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, 
Sandusky, OH 44870/ ' 


BRITISH MIUTARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, 
Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Police "Bobby” Helmets, etc. Send 
$2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 

30 - 40% OFF GERBER KNIVES, REDFIELD, LEUPOLD, 

Bushnell Scopes, Muzzleloaders! Send $1 for Illustrated 
Pricelist! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund, Uniontown, PA 
15401. 


41 USA/SURVIVAL MAPS! All danger/safe areas; including 
10 attack/fallout $3.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FK. Phoenix, AZ 
85080. 


MAIL DROP. Total security write: Box 940, Claremont, NH 
03743. (89)_ 

FALLOUT AND BLAST SHELTERS custom designed by 
licensed professionals. Steel blast doors and hatches avail¬ 
able. For brochure and detailed ordering information send $2 
to UNDERGROUND SHELTERS INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 
16, Hilo, HI 96721._ 

STERIODS. Size, strength, aggressiveness. Where to get 
them, what to pay, what works. UNDERGROUND STERIOD 
HANDBOOK tells all! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801B 
Ocean Park #25SF, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (85)_ 

OVER 10,000 PERSONS MISSING WEEKLY! North Amer- 
ican Tracer Association needs help in your area. Earn good 
fees. Details: N.A.T.A., Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (617) 
328-4423. (82)_ 

WILD GEESE SELECTION Customized gold-plated emblems 
for adventurers of distinction. Brochure $1, Refundable. THE 
WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460 Gelnhausen, WEST 
GERMANY. (89) _ 

VIETNAM MAPS! 15 Military/Intelligence, war era set $3.95! 
ALLIED, Box 41323FG, Phoenix. AZ 85080._ 

FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22. Best conversion, 900 rpm, mate¬ 
rials included, one hour to complete, $10. E. SWEAT, 612 E. 
LaPlata Street, Farmington, NM 87401. (83)_ 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Resoarch report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ability. Only $5. 
Invest in your survival POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 
60650.__ 

MIDWEST TRAINING CENTER. You cannot leam jungle war¬ 
fare from books. Only our realistic training gives you the JAZZ 
for the real thing. Professional instructors, live action, and live 
field training are why we are NUMBER ONE! Brochure $2 to 
Box 2814, Evansville, IN 47714. 

ELITE FIGHTING FORCES CAPS. Large Selection. Send 20 
cent stamp for brochure. A&D PRODUCTS CO., Box 286-S94, 
Belair, MD 21014. 


FEDERALLY LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER KIT in¬ 
cludes: Application Forms (for Explosive License & Permit), 
Instructions, Federal Explosive Laws, Directory of Explosive 
Manufacturers, Wholesalers & Distributors, Explosive Secu¬ 
rity, Explosive License/Permit Numbering system, Explosive 
Dealers Guide to Explosive Requirements, $5.95; COM¬ 
MERCE IN EXPLOSIVES: The complete book on dealing in 
Explosives and Firearms Covers: License & Permit, Conduct 
of Business and Operations, Administrative Procedures, Re¬ 
cords and Reports, Unlawful Acts, Penalties, Storage Require¬ 
ments, $5.95. STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, 
P.O. Box 780-SQF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87)_ 

MARINE T-SHIRT, "Mess With The Best, Die Like The Rest!" 
OP Shirt, $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221. 
HEMMINGWAY? We need new books on surveillance/surviv¬ 
al/weapons. We pay in gold. AW, 584 Castro, No. 351, San 
Francisco, CA 94114. (85)_ 

INVESTIGATOR S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex¬ 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding "skips,” 
runaways, missing persons, and olhers in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $8. COUNTERTECH, Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. (88) 


AN IMPORTANT 
NOTICE TO 
SOF CUSTOMERS 
REGARDING OUR 
MAILING LISTS 

Sometimes we make our lists of cus¬ 
tomer names and addresses available 
to carefully screened companies out¬ 
side of SOF Magazine whose products 
and activities might prove interesting 
to you. If you do not want to receive 
such mailings, please let us know. 

To exercise this option, please send 
your mailing label (or copy it exactly) 
and your desires to: 

SOF Magazine 

Mailing Services 
P.O. Box 310 
Martinsville, NJ 08836 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up 
This device is not an answering service 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to V« mile to any FM radio [ 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95+ $1.00 shipping per 
item to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD's accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



MERC. Former military-intelligence member. Specializes in 
rescue from cults, street, pimps. WORMS, P.O. Box 228, Hast- 
Ings, NE 66901. _ 

COMBAT COLLEGE! Earn certificate. Sampie lesson, course 
listings, $2 (refundable)! ALLIED, Box 41323FT, Phoenix. AZ 
85080. _ 

ALASKA HOMESTEADING REOPENS Gov. Sheffeitd signs 
homestead bitl. Effective 7/1/64. Send $1 and SASE to: ALAS- 
KA N RESEARCH, Box 1648S, Petersburg, AK 99B33 

TOY SOLDIERS. Table top maneuvers or display. Imported 
from Europe. Unbreakable rubberized or hand-painted metal. 
Ancient Greece to Vietnam. 99 cents and up. Complete list: 
U.S. WAR GAMES, U.S. Military Academy, P.O. Box 105, 
West Point, NY 10996. (84) __ 

PHOTOGRAPHER/WRITER seeking adventure. BOB 
SMITH, 7878 Big Bend, #C, St. Louis, MO 63119. (314) 986- 
7215. (84) _ 

CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES. Also all type knives and 
historic weapons. Unbeatable prices Color catalogs $2. DE 
INT1NIS, 107 Summfl Avenue, SX, NY 103Q6. 


WANTED ★ WANTED ★ WANTED 

MINIGUN PARTS 

Also M 79 and hi-203 Grenade Launcher Parts 


Jonathan Arthur Ciener 

Class 11 Manufacturer (305) 266-1921 
RD 2 • Box 66Y6 • 6850 Riveredge Drive • Titusville, Florida 32780 


BE A GUN DEALER. Official Federal Firearms License Kit, 
includes: Instructions, Official Application Forms (for the NEW 
THREE YEAR FFL), BATF"800’s" & ADDRESSES, Directory 
of Wholesalers: Fiiearms. Ammo & Accessories; Manufactur¬ 
ers List, Gun Dealers Guide to Federal Gun Requirements. 
The most complete Federal Firearms License Kit available 
anywhere, $4.95. GUN DEALERS BIBLE, the complete book 
on operating a gun store and dealing in guns and ammo. It 
covers over 60 subjects including: Adminstrative Procedures, 
Licensing of Dealers, Conduct of Business, Recordkeeping 
Filling required Forms, Gun Shew Sales, Importation, Exporta¬ 
tion, Mail Order Sales, Out of State Sales and much more 
$4.95. CLASS 111 LICENSE KIT: Needed to deal in National 
Firearms Act Weapons (Machineguns, etc.) FFL REQUIRED 
FOR CLASS III, $2 35. GUN DEALERS RECORD BOOKS: 
Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy duty construction and 
are BOUND to meet ail Federal requirements: FIREARMS 
TRANSACTION, AMMO TRANSACTION, $7.95 each. 
STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, P.O. Box 780- 
SQF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87) _ 

BULLETPROOF! Make/imprcve body armor; Kevlar sources, 
plans, instructions $3.95. Bullet-proof anything. Effective, new 
gravel technique $6.95! Makinq bulletproof g.ass $2.95! ALL 
for $10.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FH, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 
TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE Bandannas/Handkerchiefs. 
$2.75 each; 3 for $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. _ 

MONEY ... JOBS .,. DEGREES! Faster career advance¬ 
ment. Independent business pians. Newest opportunities. 
Free book catalog. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SJ. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (86) 

MAIL SECURITY — Keep your location secret. Forwardirg 
Receiving both mail and packages. Details $2 (refundable) 
Box 70, Bums, TN 37029. (86) 

KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. The finest 
book available on the subject of improvised plastique explo¬ 
sives. Some cf the subjects covered: C-4 from campstove fuel, 
Aspirin plastique, Bleach plastique, Antifreeze plastique, plus 
many many others. $8.50 PPD. INFORMATION PUBLISHING 
CO., P.O. Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79767-0042. (87) 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES FREE for 12 months! Throw¬ 
ing Knives, Hawks, Survival. $1 postage to V.S.I.P.A., 1422 
Del Norte Drive, Corona, CA 91720. (83) 

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY, DECEPTION, Tactics, Un- 
breakable Codes. New 40-page How-To-Manual. Detailed, 
Easy. $11. EUSTIS PRESS, Surte 15, 751 Dunlep Circle, 
Wintersprings, FL 32706. (86} _ 

HUGHES 500 Fixer High Time, 369 schools, OH6/DMCD, 
Armor. Most F.W. Super Cub thru DC-3. Flat/round engines 
airframe, paint, Y TODQ. Salvage, rescue, cameras, guns, 
pilot, age 37. God Bless America. ROTATION, P.O. Box 6781, 
Laredo, TX 78042, (85) 
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BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Official FFL applications, instruc¬ 
tions, wholesalers, gun laws, supplies catalog $4 (refundable)! 
ALLIED, Box 41323FN, Phoenix, AZ 6508Q._ 

HUNTER, HIGH RISK CONTRACTS. Phone Nate Black- 
stone, (603) 542-2766. (95)_ 

GET CAMOUFLAGED! Genuine woodland B.D.U. uniform. 
Pants and jacket $24.95 each, $47.95 set. Request free cata- 
log. MILITEX, Box 46499, Dept. SF-941, Chicago, IL 60646. 

VIKING AGE REBORN! Thor and Odin Linel Discover ancient 
warrior religion. WOTAN, 3125 19th Street, #297(U), Bakers- 
field, CA 93301._ 

NAM VET. ‘67 thru 71; Laos 71-72, seeks high risk work. 
SQUID. P.O. Box 13615, Atlanta, GA 30324._ 

FOR HIRE: Merc, bounty hunter. All jobs considered. Discreet 
and confidential. Contact RYAN, P.O. Box 8, Buffalo, NY 
14212. (84)_ 

ARCHEOLOGICAL ARTIFACT replicas of famous Folsom, 
Clovis, etc. projectile points. Catalog $2 with sample. IAI, Box 
1364-5F, Laramie, WY 82070._ 

COURIER: International short/iong term, high risk. Must pro¬ 
vide 20% in advance, plus travel and accommodation ex¬ 
penses. All offers considered. Jeffrey Doodnalh, 10 H. Bird 
Avenue. Dun. Vill., San F/do, TRINIDAD, W.l. (84)_ 

KNIVES-FOLDERS, HUNTING, by Ka-Bar, Maxam, Fulcraft, 
Imperial. Free prices. D&D, P.O. Box 834, Milledgeville, GA 
31061._ 

MARTIAL ARTS HEADBANDS, hand printed, sewn, black or 
white background. Kamikaze, Ninja, Internal Power, Samurai 
Spirit; $2.99 each or 2 for $5. SNAPDRAGON, Box 1302, 
Edison, NJ 08818, Special, assorted dozen $24. 

RANGER HANDBOOK $7; Special Forces Operational Tech¬ 
niques FM 31-20, $14.95; The Survival Retreat, $8; ADD $1 
postage. RECON ONE, P.O. Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 
89449._ 

SPRING LOADED POLICE BATON. Telescopes from 8" to 
20” with push of a button, w/Scabbard, $30. I.M.S. PRO- 
DUCTS, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

POLICE DEPARTMENTS HIRING. Nationwide listings gives 
qualifications, salary. Published bi-monthly. Single issue $3. 
Police Career Information Digest, Box 1672, Dept. B, Eaton 
Park, FL 33840. _ 

UNITED MILITIA INTERNATIONAL: Honorary Military Com¬ 
missions now available. Information and applications. Send $3 
(U.S.). COL. D, GEORGE, Box 1224, Albany, OR 97321. (89) 

SILENT FIREPOWER. Most complete crossbow catalog avail¬ 
able, $1. Martial arts, special weapons and survival aids. M&M 
ENTERPRISES, Box 445, Dept. SOF, Island Lake. IL 60042. 
( 86 )_ 

SILENCERS. Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306, 

PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATOR AVAILABLE: Domestic 
or international work. Contact: ROB. P.O. Box 271, Warrens- 
ourg, MO 64093._ 

KNIFE, BAYONET, DAGGER and Machete Catalog, $1 U.S.; 
$3 Foreign. MILITARY EDGE, 3341 W. Peoria. Suite 415-S, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (87)_ 

WE'VE MOVED — SULLIVAN SURPLUS, 270 E. State 
Street, Athens, OH 45701. (614) 592-2264. International Mili- 
taria. Full line of military rations. (84) 

MONEY, BECOME GUN DEALER! Instruction Course, con- 
tains all items advertised In related ads. Complete Kit, $14.95. 
FREE Discount Catalog. REDDICK, 1821 Bacon, San Diego, 
CA 92107._ 

ORIGINAL C.l.A. Black Book of Improvised Weapons. 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size, $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, P.O. Box 335, Croton, OH 43013. (84) 



SURVIVAL FOOD TABS 


A Complete Meal In Tablet Form 
-For Any Emergency 12 Per Day 
Provide Fast Energy And Lasting 
Endurance. 180 TA8S $19.75 

THIS SPORTING LIFE 

P.O. BOX 123, DANIA, 


FOR HIRE: FEMALE MERC, armed courier. Discreet, selec¬ 
tive, and effective. One person or team. THE GYPSY, P.O. Box 
1202, Auburn, CA 95603._ 

ALARM EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE. Burglary, Hold-up, Fire, 
Medical. Easy installation. Fast police response using our 
Nationwide Alarm Reporting Network! Catalog $1. U.S. DE¬ 
TECTION, Dept, SF, 109-2lst South, Birmingham, AL 35233. 
(83)_ 

EX—MARINE VIET VET. Seek unusual employment. Inside 
U.S. must be legal. BOB, P.O. Box 1263, Downey, CA 90240. 

m _ 

SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS! Controversial! Sizzling! 
Dozens! Survival Guns & Ammo; Silence Is Golden; Ultimate 
Justice; Voice Disguiser; Secret Identities; Iron Gonads — 
much more!! Catalog $1. CONSUMERTRONICS, 2011 Cres¬ 
cent, Alamogordo, NM 80310. (83) 


IMPROVED TRIGGER PULL 

The most important improvement you will 
ever make to your semi-automatic rifle. 
SASE for prices and specifications. 

WILLIAMS TRIGGER SPECIALTIES, INC. 

RR #1 Box 26C 
White Heath, IL 61884 
Phone: 217-762-7377 


OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT. Immediate requirements forex- 
police, retired military, private security officers and super¬ 
visors. Mail resume to: S.E. GASTON & ASSOCIATES, LTD., 
Personnel Service, Security Dept., 1257 S. Manhattan Place, 
Suile 209, Los Angeles, CA 90019, USA. 


FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: 
machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals — 
any vintage; assault rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia. No trades. Price and condition 
1 st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO)_ 

PROTECTOR PEN: When closed appears to be an ordinary 
pen. Open to reveal nickel-plated dagger. Order now and 
recieve free penknife. Send just $15. SYBRITE, INC., P.O. Box 
1849. New Brunswick, NJ 08903. (85) 


FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F. — S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, know¬ 
ledgeable professional with diverse background. Personal 
agent, investigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, 
bounty, photo, surveillance, etc. Individual or two-man team. 
All projects considered with utmost discretion and confidential¬ 
ity. DDS, P.O. Box 50787, Palo Alto, CA 94303. (84) 



S25!® HANOI 


BETTER 
LATE 




T-SHIRTS $9.95, SENT 
1ST CLASS. XXL $10.75. 
BEIGE, BLUE, GOLD, 
SOME RED. OUR TITLE 
ON REAR. QUART 
DRINKING GLASS W/4” 
HIGH REDART, $8.00. 
PHONE IN 
YOUR ORDER. 
DEALERS INQUIRE 


INTERGALACnC COALITION 
TO PROMOTE HANDGUNS 
THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE, INC. 


1253 NORTH CALIFORNIA, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60622 
(312) 235-7555 


CARRY LOTS OF CASH? When carried in our convenient 
"Security Belt", travel with your cash and documents secure. 
Made of strong fabric designed for concealment. Total secu¬ 
rity. Just $7.95 ppd. Guaranteed. PARA-SEW MFG., P.O. Box 
184, Roseville, Ml 48066._ 

PILOT with unique (affordable) combat concept, for hire. Un¬ 
orthodox but effective close support, interdiction raids. Re¬ 
quires some backing, development, testing. STORMBIRDS, 
(701) 293-0823._ 

NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT. "Starlight" and infrared types. 
Kits from $100. Free catalog. MEREDITH INSTRUMENTS, 
6517 W, Eva, Glendale, AZ 85302. (85)_ 

PARATROOPER, deep-sea diver, hunting guide, mule pack¬ 
er. Two years Panama. Trained with Panamanian and Puerto 
Rican NG. Seeking work in Central America. D. CARROLL, 
Box 93, Augusta, MT 59410. 

COVOPS, PSYOPS, ITE. Federal contractor only. Send re¬ 
quirements to; INTEREX, P.O. Box 39086, Denver, CO 80239. 
( 86 )_ 

BEER CAN MORTAR. 500 yard range. Easy to build, safe. 
Detailed construction plans $5. TOM SHANNON, Box 502, 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49005. 

COBRA ENTERPRISES. “We Do It All & We Do It Better". 
U.S.M.C. Vet team, pilot available. P.O. Box 384, Winter 
Haven, FL 33880. (84)_ 

SMOKE-SMOKE-SMOKE-Smoke-Smoke Products. Gre¬ 
nades, pots, bombs at unusually low prices. Buy from the 
source and save. Send self-addressed stamped envelope for 
specifications, price list and order form. SOUTHWEST 
SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 85010. (86) 

50 TIPS, TRICKS, AND TECHNIQUES. Wilderness survival, 
street survival, and a little humor. Send $3 to: Dept. 7c, 14202 
Waterville, Houston, TX 77015. 

COMMERCIAL HELICOPTER PILOT FOR HIRE. High risk, 
patrol, security, instruction. Young, willing, ex-Army Infantry. 
Will work team-member position. PILOT, Biox 7003, Clearwa¬ 
ter, FL 33515. 


FOR HIRE: 37 years. 100%, work alone, short jobs, Europe, 
Africa only. Contact: HANS SCHMIDT, 3172 Ramsau, P. Box, 
AUSTRIA, Europe._ 

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL. California-licensed private investi¬ 
gator/bodyguard. Retired military. Don’t mess with amateurs. 
P.O. Box 34B3, San Diego, CA 92103._ 

1968 SONTAY PRISON CAMP RESCUE MISSION. Actual 
mission radio traffic recorded in Vietnam during the historic 
rescue attempt. Own this rare chapter of military history. Cas¬ 
sette tape and mission outline. Send $8 to MHA, Rt 10, Box 
448A, Gainesville. GA 30501 

RUSSIAN OFFICER S HANDBOOK. Translated. Other 
USSR military books available. Informative. Send for free list. 
MANUALS, Box 681, Friendswood, TX 77546. 

INSIDE WAISTBAND WALLET. Soft leather, strong zipper, 
steel clip, passport size, pickpocket proof and hidden. Send 
money order $12.50 to: P.O. Box 60286, Point Loma, CA 
92106. (84)_ 

BACK COPIES: 1975 through 1982, missing 18, 36, 38, 44, 
59, 62, prefer to sell as set with 4 SOF binders, $290. RJR/ 
SOF, 8406 Hartford, Lubbock, TX 79423. 


HELP FIGHT CRIME—SHOOT A BURGLAR and RUSSIA 
SUCKS bumper stickers, $2.25 each. Also ILLEGALLY 
PARKED stickers perfect for inconsiderate drivers in hand¬ 
icapped zones, 8 for $4.95. Add 50 cents postage and handling 
on all orders. FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, Dept 
13033 Wirevine, Houston, TX 77072._ 

CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS 3’x5’ only Si 2. Swastika or 
General S.S. Flags 2’x3\ $24.50. Jolly Roger 2’x3‘, 4/$18. 
TANDY CAUDILL, Dept. M, 2896 Tropicana Blvd., Naples, FL 
33999._ 

MERCHANT MARINES. Seafaring adventure and employ¬ 
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA- 
TIONAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (86)_ 

FIREWORKS: Make money PART-TIME selling fireworks. For 
FREE brochure write: G & M ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 1512, 
Lake City, SC 29560. (83)_ 

BECOME A BOUNTY HUNTER. Thousands available in re¬ 
wards. For information to qualify, write: BAIL USA, 8 College 
Avenue, Greenville, PA 16125. (83) 

UNARMED COMBAT. New method of PRACTICAL self- 
defense. Survive REAL combat. Defend yourself with your 
bare hands! Fully illustrated book, $10.95 postpaid. LIBRA 
ENTERPRISES, 486(S) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. 

BLASTING WITH CAP AND FUSE. Must reading for every 
survivor’s library. Only $5.98. JOHNSON, P.O. Box 558, Ber- 
nie, MO 63822. (87)__ 

ARMY CERTIFICATES/ SF, Airborne, Ranger, DD214’s, 
more. Send $2 MO and SASE, for illustrated list. KEAST, Box 
302, Springville, IA 52336._ 

POLICE CAPS & T-SHIRTS. Largest selection of city, state, 
federal agencies. Professional quality. Free brochure avail¬ 
able, send SASE. SQUADROOM SUPPLY CO., Box 28038, 
Baltimore, MD 21239._ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES. Largest selection of can¬ 
dles, bombs, pots, grenades. Excellent for smoke screens, 
dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, etc. Large generating 
capacities and extremely dense smoke. AW fresh and fully 
guaranteed. Also flare guns, military knives, tear gas aerosols, 
shock wands, and much more. Send $2 (refundable with order) 
for catalog. SIGN US, Box 33712-W, Phoenix, AZ 85067. 

ANSWERING SERVICE. Total security, $20 month. (603) 
542-2766. (93) 


Original W-SS Pattern 
CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 

REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA. 

Sizes: 

SM, M, L, XL 

Only $35. 

POSTPAID 


GIANT Catalog of SS Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/order) 

Crupper 

_BOX 177K • SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208_ 
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AUGUSTA. NJ- 07822 
*sj\ U.S. MEDIUM COMBAT 

* FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME <lc 2 Alice pack) 

SPECIAL $QQ95 

Save'29.90 


Pack With Out Frame I 

g™3 —I 


Item Color Catalog! 


Frame Makes Carrying of Pack 
mucn more Comfortable and 
Prevenls Back Perspiration 


Bund urn otfinj! Cl luuc 

Camplttt *ith Quick Rtleai* BucWtt WkJo Kidnei Belt 
straps and mat Water Rcpelknt Rip Sloe Nylon 0 D Ciecn Pack his I 
Ur|t min ml pouch »i(ti draw slimj closure and inolhei smjllei pouch 
inside 3 Cate outside pockets ire tunneled to the pack so that tonj 
objects can be earned between the pockets Has special top waterproof 
pocket for carry nj Hal items Will cany 50 lbs easy 

0*1X1 INC IRSTIUCTtONS: Honey Order, personal checks 


t> Yoa I Hatir Cell [ledly auepltd. NO COO'S. * 


lowi of Mica fcUmiai with Sat 




201-875-3252 


U.S. DESERT CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, as issued to 
Rapid Deployment Forces, $50 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. 

MOST UNUSUAL MANUAL. Illustrated textbook tor profes¬ 
sional "mechanics” — and bodyguards who protect against 
them! ACTUAL METHODS taught government operatives! 
112 pages. $10 plus $2 postage. REALWORLD PRESS, P.O. 
Box 1831, Dept. SOF, Seattle, WA 98111. (83)_ 

BOUNTY HUNTERS. Up to $50,000 yearly. Work aione or 
small group. All parts U.S. Complete information $5. S.C.P., 
Box 1661, Laurinburg, NC 28352. (83_ 

SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, grenade launchers, TNT, detona- 
tors, smoke, nitroglycerine, gas, and more! Catalog $1. NW, 
Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802. (86)_ 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN. History, ceremonies, and beliefs. 
Only book of its kind. Soft cover, 180 pages, 17 illustrations 
(Revised Edition), $10: VIKING HOUSE, Box 160, Lake City, 
MN 55041. (83)_ 

FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction, send 
$1 for postage. McLISA, P.O. Box 1755, Dept. SF84-I, Honolu¬ 
lu, HI 96806. 


MILITARY SURPLUS. Chemical/biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military, clothing and equipment. Self-addressed 
stamped envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lan¬ 
caster, CA 93539-4253. 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS!! Iron Cross First Class with 
pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics, $5 (refund- 
able). REICHSRELICS, Box 54-DN, Braham, MN 55006. (87) 

MARKED CARDS — Best in the Country! Impossible to de¬ 
tect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class, postpaid delivery!! $10 per 
deck (3 for $25; $80 per dozen). RON COLLIER, Box 14190, 
Philadelphia, PA 19138. (88)_ 

INVISIBLE PAfNFIELD GENERATOR — Secretly produces 
ultrasonic soundwaves that alter human behavior!!! Assem¬ 
bled. Handheld. Nonlethal. Send $49.95 each: EMPORIUM, 
Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 26003. (Amazing Catalog, $5.) 

MERC FOR HIRE (504) 356-7295. 

“DIE YOU BASTARD”. Bumper sticker, $2. T-shirt, $7.95. 
License plate, $9.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake 
Drive, Prudenviiie, Ml 48651. 

WIRETAPPING/BUGGING techniques explained in clear, 
easily understood language. Learn the technical "secrets" you 
may have been wondering about as revealed in the authorita¬ 
tive National Wiretap Commission Report-just$25. Order now 
and well include FREE an additional jampacked report on 
surveillance devices and countermeasures. COUNTERTECH, 
Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 20814. (85)_ 

MINI-14 SELECT FIRE Conversion Manual. That’s right, 
Select Fire. Not one of the conversions made with tin stamped 
out of empty cans. This system is based on the battle proven 
M-2. Very easily done with hand tools. Only 2 moving parts. 
Absolute satisfaction guaranteed. Send $10 MO to: JOHN 
JOLINE, Box 33, Bedminster, PA 18910. 

BODYGUARD. Personal Escort. Phone Blake Edwards, (603) 
542-2786, (95) __ 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES. Top quality stainless steel with 4!£” 
blades, $23. I.M.S. PRODUCTS, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION. Skiptracing, process serving, 
bodyguarding, auto repossession, bounty hunting, surveil¬ 
lance. Huge fees waiting! Complete training manuals, $1 
brings unusual catalogue. THOMAS PUBLICATIONS, Box 
33244-SF, Austin, TX 78764._ 

MERC FOR HIRE. Will travel. Military experience, also Air¬ 
borne. Secunty, courier, other offers considered. Retainer plus 
expenses. Passport available. J. BARON, P.O. Box 2521, 
Philadelphia, PA 19147. (84) 


MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia bought, sold, traded. $5.20 subscription refundable 
first purchase. KAPLANS, Box 132, Germiston, SOUTH AFRl- 
CA, (87)_ 

WHOLESALE CATALOGUE of Military Surplus sent free. 
INTERNATIONAL SURPLUS CENTER, 1501 Sieveright 
Road, Gloucester, Ontario, CANADA, KIT 1M5. (84) 

NAPALM, THERMITE, CORDITE, plastic, nitroglycerin, fire¬ 
works, detonators, chlorine gas, and more. Numerous dia¬ 
grams included. For instructions, send $11.95 money order. 
JEFF WILLIAMSON, P.O. Box 530713, Miami Shores, FL 
33153, (83) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original adventurer ,j™1 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BflROH” LEATHER CO. 

snt in LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL As 

■' - in EXPEDITIONS Around the World 

All HAND-PLAITED, THICK, Genuine 


Permanent thtqk tip 

Original "Ruddy- 
Brown” Color 

■ LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL W/ 
WRIST LOOP 



Add 5% Shipping A Ins. In U.S.A. 
— Foreign Add 2ffVo — 


NOTE. THESE BUUWHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS 4 NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
- THEY ARE GENUINE, 


10 R. Length 599.95 
1 Length 579-95 
LEATHER KELT CARRIER $6.95 
* A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property,, KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the HP Of the ADVBmjRER’S BULLWHIP* MOVE 
AT OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND. 

• WHIP-HAH0UNG Instructors Induced. 

The HIGHEST QUALITY, TOUGHEST BUUWHIPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send visaPATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 


_ MC, Check 
'M or M.O, To: 


P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF9 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 


WWII M1LITARIA, records, flags, knives. Send SASE for list: 
HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 46203. (84) 


TOP MERC ACTION TEAM. Highly skilled and professional. 
Ready for all high-risk contracts. Experts in all clandestine 
activity. Contact: J.H., P.O. Box 367, Hermitage, TN 37076. 

SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK. Latest edition, over 80 
photos, where to buy, prof, printed: $8 ppd. TANZ, P.O. Box 
14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (85)_ 

AVIATION SUPPORT. Airplane and helicopter. 20 years ex¬ 
perience: armed aircraft; recon; combat assault; command 
and control; medevac; and both team and agent covert opera¬ 
tions. HAWKWOOD, P.O. Box 18039, Orlando, FL 32860. 


DISPLAY YOUR MEDALS NOW!” 



WORLD WAR II * KOREA^" VIETNAM' 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family, free catalog ! 


Write ►► MEDALS, P. O. Box 790F 
Today! Carlisle, PA 17013 


KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS SUPPLIES, BLOWGUNS. Largest 
selection anywhere. New illustrated catalog $1. SPECIAL 
CUTLERY, 1104 Lee Street, Dept SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. 
( 86 )_ 

BE A BLACK BELT: Valid promotion based upon life experi¬ 
ence. Standard Certificate $9.95, Deluxe $24.95, wallet ID 
card $4.95. LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 68231, 
Dept. S, Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificates signed by ranking 
Black Belt. (84)_ 

FELONS NEVER HAD IT SO BAD! When you use the Night- 
fighter Sights Conversion Kit. The first practical answer to 
accurate night time shooting. No gunsmithing required. $12.95 
per kit. FLYING H ENTERPRISES, Dept. SF, P.O. Box 545, 
LaVergne, TN 37086._ 

M-16/AR-15 OWNERS. New upper receiver turns your rifle 
into a 9 mm. or 45 ACP weapon. Send SASE for free info to: 
A.I.I., P.O. Box 26483, Prescott Valley, AZ 86312. (602) 772- 
6959. (83) 

DO YOU HAVE A PROBLEM MOVING SOMETHING? Is it air 

transportable? I may be able to help you solve the problem. 
J-iAWKWQQfT), P O Bo x4*Q39r Qrtan do , F t r SgSflfr- 

EX-MARINES —67-69 ’Nam Vets, Ex-DI, weapons specialist- 
jungle warfare, pitot, M.E., high risk assignments, U.S. or 
overseas. (404) 991-2684. (86) 

COMBAT ANU SUWWVAtTOTfcERY. A full line of butterfly 
knives, boot knives and fighters. All priced to save you up to 
30%. Highest quality brand names from the world over. Send 
$1 U.S. (refundable with first order) for illustrated, detailed 
price list to: THE SURVIVAL EDGE, P.O. Box 16050, Shaw- 
nee, KS 66203._ 

KNOW YOUR ENEMY! First rule of survival. Electronic de¬ 
vices. Details $1/refundable. HUNTER, Box 3132, Winston- 
Salem, NC 27102. (87) 
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Fiom the hottest 
name in modern 
crossbow technology 
comes the most pow¬ 
erful crossbows ever 
manufactured. 

The incredible high 
performance com¬ 
pound Foxfire; the 
award winning com¬ 
pound Crossfire and 
the all new Centerlire 
—The Fire Force! 

These amazing, 
high tech crossbows 
form a trio of crossbows 
unmatched anywhere 
for power, reliability, 
or good looks and 
they are available 
only from PSE—The 
leader in crossbow 
technology. 


For dealer information contact: 


DKKi 

"The Quality Leader” P.O. Box 5487. Dept. C3, Tucson, AZ 85703 (602) 884-9065 

Distributed In Canada by Porcupine Creek Supply, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
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In a survival situation, 
there's no time to worry 
about how a weapon will 
perform. That's why Elite 
American and Eur^ppti 
special operations forces. 
rely on firearms nude by 
Heckler & Koch. 

The HK 94 Somi- 
Automatic Carbine is 
a direct offspring of 
Heckler & Koch's renowned 
family of MP5 Slibtnaclisne 
Guns. iX'signcd and built 
with only one tiling in 
mind: uncompromising ^ 
performance. Rugged. 

Rcl h I >1 c. Rtfle- like accuracy 
to 100 meters. The delayed^ 
roller-lock boltsy-srcin 
reduces recoil to keep the 
weapon, on target. And 
HKs revolutionary scope 
mounting system guarantees 
that youVc still zeroed- , 
in every time you mount 
your scope. 

Compare tile MK 91 to 
the UZI or any othersemi 1 - 
automatic carbine om the 
market. YolsI I appreciate 
the difference between 
carrying ail ordinary weap¬ 
on, and owning the most 
uncompromising 
the world. 


reann m 


When your life is on the line, 
you leave nothing to chance. 


Lor mtr 

dolor brochure, 
stud S3 to 

1 lockltr & K&clt, It to 
14601 Lev Road 
Chantilly, Virginia 22021 
fel . 703-631-2800 


In a world of compromise, some men 







